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Queen Elizabeth II smiles during a visit in London on 
March 14, 2008.

By Kassy Dillon

(JNS) — Queen Elizabeth 
II concluded her 70-year reign 
on Thursday with her passing 
at the age of 96.

The longest ruling mon-
arch in British history’s 
death comes after years of 
deteriorating health. She was 
surrounded by the royal fam-
ily, including her children at 
Balmoral Castle in Scotland.

“The Queen died peacefully 
at Balmoral this afternoon. 
The King and the Queen 
Consort will remain at Bal-
moral this evening and will 
return to London tomorrow,” 
said Buckingham Palace in a 
statement.

The Queen has been suc-
ceeded by her son Charles, 
Prince of Wales, who is mar-
ried to Camilla, Duchess of 
Cornwall.

Israeli Prime Minister Yair 
Lapid took to Twitter to ex-
press condolences, calling 
the Queen “an extraordinary 
figure, a unique leader who 
symbolized devotion and love 
for her homeland.”

Israel’s President Isaac Her-

zog called the Queen’s death 
“the end of an era.”

“On behalf of the people of 
Israel, I mourn her passing 
and participate in the heavy 
mourning of the grieving 
British people and the British 
League of Nations, who lost the 
mother of the nation. She was 
a historical figure—lived the 
history, created history and left 
a glorious and inspiring legacy,” 
he wrote on Twitter, extending 
his condolences to King Charles 
and the royal family.

“During her long and 
significant tenure, the world 
changed dramatically, and 
in the face of this change she 
was a symbol of stable and 
responsible leadership, and a 
beacon of morality, humanity 
and patriotism,” he added. “In 
her life and in her service to 
her people, she reflected the 
spirit of deep-rooted tradition, 
integrity and mission.”

Chief Rabbi of the United 
Kingdom Ephraim Mirvis 
released a video message on 
Twitter praising the queen, 
saying she “embodied the 
most noble values of British 
society.”

“Throughout her extraor-
dinary reign, she conducted 
herself with grace, dignity and 
humility and was a global role 
model for distinguished lead-
ership and selfless devotion to 
society. In an ever-changing 
world, she was a rock of stabil-
ity and a champion of timeless 
values.”

He applauded her “warm 
relationship” with the Jewish 
community, adding that she 
had a particular commitment 
to “interfaith relations and 
Holocaust memorial.”

“I recall how, on one occa-
sion, she showed me and my 
wife items of Jewish interest 
and value in her private col-
lection in Windsor Castle, 
including a Torah scroll 
rescued from Czechoslova-
kia during the Holocaust. 
Her affection for the Jewish 
people ran deep, and her 
respect for our values was 
palpable,” he said.

“She never let us down.” 
The Chief Rabbi responds to 
the passing of Her Majesty 
The Queen. pic.twitter.com/
Y3zfw9VEdC

— Chief Rabbi Mirvis (@

Jewish community expresses condolences as 
Queen Elizabeth II’s reign comes to an end

chiefrabbi) September 8, 2022
The Conference of Euro-

pean Rabbis released a state-
ment saying, “Together, Chief 
Rabbi Mirvis and the U.K. and 
the U.K. Jewish community, 
the Conference of European 
Rabbis, its President Rabbi 
Pinchas Goldschmidt and 
the chairman of its Standing 
Committee Dayan Menachem 
Gelley join in mourning the 
passing of HM Queen Eliza-
beth II. Her dignified, devoted 
leadership will endure as an 
exemplar model for all. May 
her family find comfort.”

Michael Goldstein, presi-
dent of the United Synagogue, 
the largest synagogue body in 
Europe, called the Queen “a 
constant for generations of 
United Synagogue members, 
the wider Jewish community 
and the nation at large.”

“Since 1952, when Her 
Majesty the Queen ascended 
to the throne, there have been 
more than a dozen versions of 
the Prayer for the Royal Fam-
ily to reflect changes to the 
royal family: marriages and, 
sadly, deaths,” he said. “The 
one constant in the prayer 
throughout the last 70 years 
has been ‘Our Sovereign Lady, 
Queen Elizabeth.’ ”

“With a heavy heart, we shall 
now be issuing a new prayer to 
our communities as we join to-
gether to pray that God blesses 
our new King and puts a spirit 
and wisdom into his heart and 
into the heart,” he added.

“Along with so many others, 
Jewish citizens of the British 
Commonwealth will deeply 
mourn the loss of Her Majesty 
The Queen—she was a stead-
fast friend of the Jewish com-
munity throughout the many 

decades of her reign,” said 
Michael Dickson, the execu-
tive director of StandWithUs 
Israel on Twitter. “May the 
memory of Queen Elizabeth 
II be a blessing.”

“During her 70-year reign, 
Jewish communities in Great 
Britain, Scotland, Wales, 
Northern Ireland and across 
the Commonwealth have 
flourished and grown in peace 
and security,” tweeted the 
World Jewish Congress.

‘Principles of tolerance and 
human dignity’

The Simon Wiesenthal 
Center expressed sorrow for 
her passing, pointing out the 
importance of the Queen tak-
ing power after World War II.

“At the end of the most 
horrific war humankind ever 
experienced, when people the 
world over, questioned wheth-
er there were brighter days in 
their future, Princess Eliza-

(JNS) — Liz Truss won the 
vote on Monday to become the 
leader of Britain’s Conserva-
tive Party, a contest that also 
decided who will replace Boris 
Johnson as prime minister.

Truss, who served in John-
son’s Cabinet as foreign 
secretary, was the odds-on 
favorite. She received 57.4 
percent of the vote among 
party members, while her 
opponent, former chancellor 
of the exchequer Rishi Sunak, 
garnered 42.6 percent.

In a brief acceptance 
speech, Truss said that she 
would cut taxes, tackle the 
energy crisis and improve 
national health care.

The first woman from her 
party to serve as foreign sec-
retary, she earned a reputation 
as a supporter of Israel during 
her tenure at the Foreign Of-
fice, which she took over last 
September.

In response, Israeli Prime 
Minister Yair Lapid congratu-
lated Truss, who he described 
as a “great friend” of the Jew-
ish state.

“Our nations are allies 
united by our commitment to 
freedom and a shared vision 
for the future. I look forward 
to continuing our work to-
gether to take that alliance 
to new heights,” he said in a 
statement.

Truss pledged last month 
to consider moving the Brit-
ish embassy in Israel from 

Liz Truss arrives at Balmoral Castle to be sworn in as the 
new prime minister.

Truss takes over British premiership 
with Conservative Party win

Tel Aviv to Jerusalem if she 
became prime minister. She 
made the promise in a let-
ter written to members of the 
Conservative Friends of Israel 
(CFI) parliamentary group.

“I understand the impor-
tance and sensitivity of the 
location of the British Em-
bassy in Israel,” Truss wrote 
in her letter, adding that she 
has had “many conversations 
with my good friend” (Lapid) 
on the topic. She vowed to 
“review a move to ensure we 
are operating on the strongest 
footing with Israel.”

She has also made a number 
of strongly worded pro-Israel 
statements.

In an Aug. 11 interview 
with Britain’s Jewish Chroni-
cle, she promised to “eradicate 
the scourge of anti-Semitism” 

and “change woke civil-
service culture that strays into 
anti-Semitism.”

During “Operation Break-
ing Dawn,” Israel’s three-day 
aerial offensive last month 
against Palestinian Islamic 
Jihad in the Gaza Strip, 
Truss issued a statement on 
Aug. 6 expressing the United 
Kingdom’s support for Israel 
and its right to self-defense, 
while condemning the ter-
rorists.

In November, Truss signed 
a 10-year agreement with 
Israel to cooperate on cyber 
expertise, technology, trade 
and defense. At the time, 
Lapid and Truss said the two 
countries would “work night 
and day to prevent the Iranian 
regime from ever becoming a 
nuclear power.”

(JNS) — Israeli Prime 
Minister Yair Lapid took 
to Twitter to express con-
dolences upon the death of 
Queen Elizabeth II, calling 
her “an extraordinary figure, 
a unique leader who symbol-
ized devotion and love for her 
homeland.”

“On behalf of the Govern-
ment of Israel and the citizens 
of Israel, I send my condo-
lences to the Royal Family 
and the citizens of the United 
Kingdom on the passing of 
Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth 
II,” he wrote. 

Israel’s President Isaac Her-
zog called the Queen’s death 
“the end of an era.”

“On behalf of the people of 
Israel, I mourn her passing 
and participate in the heavy 
mourning of the grieving 
British people and the British 
League of Nations, who lost 
the mother of the nation. She 
was a historical figure—lived 
the history, created history 
and left a glorious and inspir-
ing legacy,” he wrote on Twit-
ter, extending his condolences 

to the new King Charles III 
and the royal family.

“During her long and 
significant tenure, the world 
changed dramatically, and in 
the face of this change she 
was a symbol of stable and 
responsible leadership, and a 
beacon of morality, human-
ity and patriotism,” added 
Herzog. “In her life and in 
her service to her people, she 
reflected the spirit of deep-
rooted tradition, integrity 
and mission.”

Alternate Israeli Prime 
Minister Naftali Bennett 
offered his “thoughts and 
prayers to the Royal Family, 
friends and the people of the 
United Kingdom” on Twitter.

“For the past 70 years Her 
Majesty has served as a figure 
of dignity, honor and stability 
for her country and for the 
world,” he wrote. “The people 
of Israel are grateful for Her 
Majesty’s service and hope she 
may rest in peace.”

My thoughts and prayers 
are with the @RoyalFam-
ily, friends and the people of 

the United Kingdom as they 
mourn the passing of Her 
Majesty Queen Elizabeth II.

— Naftali Bennett טנב (@
naftalibennett) September 
8, 2022

Israeli opposition leader 
Benjamin Netanyahu called 
the Queen a “legendary sov-
ereign, a beacon of integrity 
and a steward of a second 
Elizabethan age which will 
be remembered down the 
centuries.”

“May her memory be 
blessed,” he added.

My wife Sara and I, along 
with all the people of Israel, 
send our condolences to the 
people of Britain and to the 
royal family on the passing 
of Queen Elizabeth II

— Benjamin Netanyahu 
(@netanyahu) September 
8, 2022

The Queen died on Thurs-
day at the age of 96 as the 
longest reigning monarch in 
British history. She was sur-
rounded by the royal family, 
including her children, at 
Balmoral Castle in Scotland.

Israeli government leaders react 
to passing of Queen Elizabeth II

Happy
new year!

beth ascended the throne as 
Queen of England and helped 
pave the road to a future of 
hope and decency,” Simon 
Wiesenthal Center said in a 
statement. “Ever since, the 
Queen has dedicated her life to 
the principles of tolerance and 
human dignity, helping to pre-
serve and build on the legacies 
of Sir Winston Churchill and 
the sacrifice of millions who 
defeated Nazism.”

The center also highlighted 
the Queen’s “great empathy 
and respect for the Jewish sur-
vivors of the Nazi Holocaust. 
We remember how moved our 
namesake Simon Wiesenthal 
was to receive an Honorary 
Knighthood from the Queen, 
shortly before his passing.”

The Jewish Agency for 
Israel, the European Jewish 
Congress and the American 
Jewish Committee also ex-
pressed their condolences.



HERITAGE FLORIDA JEWISH NEWS, SEPTEMBER 16, 2022 PAGE 3A

By Andrew Lapin

(JTA) – The Anti-Defa-
mation League says it will 
“launch a thorough review” 
of its educational content to 
address materials “misaligned 
with” the organization’s val-
ues after Fox News published 
a story accusing the anti-hate 
group of including “concepts 
from critical race theory” and 
“far-left ideas.”

The ADL’s statement, re-
leased in response to a Fox 
News story published Wednes-
day afternoon, did not specify 
which of its freely available 
education materials were 
cause for review; nor did an 
additional ADL statement 
provided to the Jewish Tele-
graphic Agency on Thurs-

day. But the conservative 
news network accused the 
nonpartisan group, which 
offers anti-bias training to 
schools, of participating in a 
broader leftist indoctrination 
of schoolchildren.

Among the organization’s 
supposed “far-left ideas” 
highlighted by Fox News: its 
materials’ use of the phrases 
“intersectionality,” “struc-
tural racism” and “white 
privilege”; its recommenda-
tion of articles written by 
award-winning journalist 
and MacArthur Fellow Ta-
Nehisi Coates; references to 
gender-neutral pronouns and 
the Black Lives Matter move-
ment; books about trans and 
gender non-conforming chil-
dren, and a post praising the 

Women’s March, one of whose 
founders has ties to the antise-
mitic Nation of Islam founder 
Louis Farrakhan. (That same 
founder, Tamika Mallory, also 
criticized Starbucks at one 
point for using ADL anti-bias 
training.)

In a statement, an ADL 
spokesperson told JTA that 
Fox’s story “raised important 
issues” and said the group 
“plans to undertake a compre-
hensive, in-depth review of all 
of our education programs.”

“However, we are not 
wavering from our long-
standing support for mar-
ginalized communities, such 
as the rights and safety of 
transgender youth,” the 
spokesperson said in an ap-
parent nod to Fox’s highlight-

ing of its materials related 
to trans children. “We also 
strongly believe that students 
should continue to grapple 
with difficult subjects, such 
as anti-Black racism, or the 
Holocaust and its legacy.”

In its statement to Fox, 
the ADL said, “We do not 
teach Critical Race Theory, 
period.” The term refers to 
an academic framework for 
evaluating racism in various 
institutions, but has lately 
been embraced as a bogey-
man by right-wing critics of 
race and gender instruction in 
primary education who have 
pushed for book removals 
and curriculum overhauls at 
school board meetings across 
the country.

The ADL seeks support 

from both sides of the aisle 
in its mission to stamp out 
antisemitism and other forms 
of hate. Though the group 
recently called for the firing of 
Fox News personality Tucker 
Carlson after he endorsed a 
white supremacist ideology 
on-air, it has feted the net-
work’s former CEO Rupert 
Murdoch in the past. The 
group recently condemned 
the progressive Jewish group 
Jews For Racial & Economic 
Justice, to the anger of many 
progressive Jews.

The ADL’s CEO, Jonathan 
Greenblatt, also recently de-
livered a controversial address 
in which he said left-wing anti-
Zionism posed an equal threat 
to Jewish life as right-wing 
antisemitism. He repeated 

the sentiment in a recent CNN 
special on antisemitism.

These actions haven’t 
stopped some on the right 
from accusing the ADL of po-
litical bias. The Fox News story 
quotes from conservative 
Jewish figures like Newsweek 
opinion editor Josh Hammer, 
who called Greenblatt “a 
‘progressive’ flunky and first-
order partisan hack.”

The morning after the Fox 
News story, the ADL published 
its own investigation into 
the ranks of the right-wing 
anti-government militia the 
Oath Keepers, finding that 
hundreds of members of the 
group have current or former 
associations with public of-
fice, law enforcement and the 
military.

ADL will review its education materials 
after Fox News calls the group ‘ far-left’

By Philissa Cramer

(JTA) — An Israeli soldier 
very likely fired the gun-
shot that killed Palestinian-
American journalist Shireen 
Abu Akleh in May, an analysis 
released by the Israel Defense 
Forces Monday concluded.

But no one present during 
the killing, including the soldier 
considered likely to have fired 
the fatal shot, will be punished, 
military officials said, and the 
army released a statement 
saying it was still possible that 
Abu Akleh had been killed by 
Palestinian gunfire.

The official conclusion 
marked a shift from the Is-
raeli government’s previous 
positions about what hap-
pened during the incident, 
which has drawn interna-
tional scrutiny. At first, 
officials said they believed 
a Palestinian was likely to 
have killed Abu Akleh, citing 
a video they said was from 
the scene. Soon after, they 
conceded that it was possible 
that an Israeli soldier had 
fired but said they could not 
know for sure.

Over the following months, 
the United States, United 

Nations and multiple media 
organizations concluded after 
conducting their own investi-
gations that the gunshot had 
likely come from an Israeli 
soldier.

The new Israeli analysis 
comes to the same conclu-
sion. It says there is a “high 
likelihood” that an Israeli shot 
killed Abu Akleh, a respected 
journalist for Al Jazeera who 
was wearing a flak jacket 
identifying her as a member 
of the press at the time. A 
military official told Israeli 
media Monday that a single 
soldier had been identified as 

likely to have fired the fatal 
shot, according to a Times of 
Israel report.

Neither that soldier nor 
anyone in his chain of com-
mand will be punished for the 
shooting, which took place as 
Abu Akleh and other journal-
ists were reporting about an 
IDF operation in Jenin, a West 
Bank city that has become 
a stronghold for Palestinian 
militant groups.

Abu Akleh’s family said in a 
statement that it was not sat-
isfied with Israel’s admission 
of likely culpability. They said 
they want an investigation 

and trial by the International 
Criminal Court and for the 
United States to press for 
greater accountability for Abu 
Akleh’s death.

After a string of terrorist 
attacks within Israel earlier 
this year, the Israeli army has 
been engaged in an extended 
crackdown against Palestin-
ian militants. Frequent raids 
in the West Bank have resulted 
in 85 deaths since the begin-
ning of the year, according to 
Palestinian Health Authority 
statistics. Israeli officials say 
they have conducted more 
than 2,000 operations and ar-

rested more than 1,500 people 
suspected of terrorist activity. 
An Israeli operation targeting 
Palestinian Islamic Jihad lead-
ers in the West Bank and Gaza 
triggered a brief exchange of 
hostilities last month.

On Monday night, Israeli 
forces razed the Jenin home of 
the man identified as respon-
sible for a fatal shooting on Tel 
Aviv’s Dizingoff Street in April 
in which three people were 
killed and 11 were wounded. 
Israeli forces say they are 
pursuing many members 
of the man’s family who are 
suspected of militant activity.

Israel says its forces likely killed Shireen Abu Akleh in new report
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By Mel Pearlman

This article won second-place in the Ameri-
can Jewish Press Association’s annual Simon 
Rockower Award program.

Rosh Hashanah is the time of year when 
we as individuals find ourselves at the center 
of the universe in direct communication with 
God. For a brief moment the present stops, the 
past does not recede and the future refuses to 
beckon us.

The High Holy Days are rest stops on our 
journey through life; a brief respite to catch our 
breaths, to check our baggage and to recharge 
our human energy. To understand where we 
have been, where we are, and where we are 
going requires us, (utilizing “contemporary 
lingo”) to call up our spiritual Waze to see if 
our direction needs a compass recalibration.

It is a time when we are drawn to the syna-
gogue to refresh our souls for the journey still 
in front of us. The beautiful cadence of prayer 
and cantorial melodies, and the ambience of 
the sanctuary encourage us to think about 
our ethics, values, and relationships.

A better understanding of these personal 
characteristics gives us a fix on our lives. 
Hopefully, from that insight we can learn how 
to make the journey ahead better and more 
comfortable for us as individuals, and for those 
with whom we will interact and encounter in 
the days ahead.

Rosh Hashanah and the 10 days leading to 
and including Yom Kippur demonstrate the 
facet of our Jewishness, which emphasizes 
our individualism. Can anyone doubt, having 
observed the present contentious state of sec-
tarian Judaism, or the bitter political dialogue 
among ourselves and the cantankerous state 
of Knesset debate among the many political 
parties in Israel, that the Jewish people are 
individualistic?

Still, we move imponderably through history 
as a cohesive people connected to each other by 
ethical, cultural, religious and national links.

We are an ancient but progressively modern 
optimistic people who, from the richness of 
our past, continuously seek renewal, always 
rejecting victimhood in our individual and 
collective experience.

Ironically, but by no means coincidentally, 

the Jewish New Year occurs in the month of 
Tishrei, the seventh month of the Hebrew 
calendar. We are also blessed with a New Year 
in the spring, the holiday of Passover, in the 
Hebrew month of Nissan.

Passover is the season of our national libera-
tion from Egyptian slavery and the fulfillment 
of the covenant with God to establish the Jewish 
Homeland in the Land of Israel.

What is it about the Jewish People that re-
quires two New Year observances? The answer 
lies in our duality. On Rosh Hashanah, we 
look into ourselves to find ourselves. During 
Passover, we seek each other and collectively, 
find ourselves as the Jewish People. The two 
experiences are intertwined with each other, 
but of necessity, are separated so as not to 
exceed our psychic limits.

The experiences of the two holiday seasons, 
each considered positioned at the “beginning 
of the year”, signal us that each member 
of the House of Israel gives strength and a 
sense of renewal to the Jewish people and 
also reminds us that each Jewish person 
can only fulfill himself or herself by being 
inexorably linked to the Jewish community 
and the State of Israel.

Wishing all my family, friends and all 
people of good will a Happy Jewish New Year; 
and let us pray this holiday season for good 
health and serenity in our personal lives, for 
the safety and security of the State of Israel, 
and that respect for human rights will prevail 
throughout all the nations and peoples of the 
world. L’Shanah Tovah!

If you wish to comment or respond you 
can reach me at melpearlman322@gmail.
com. Please do so in a rational, thoughtful, 
respectful and civil manner.

Mel Pearlman holds B.S. & M.S. degrees in 
physics as well as a J.D. degree and initially 
came to Florida in 1966 to work on the Gemini 
and Apollo space programs. He has practiced 
law in Central Florida since 1972. He has 
served as president of the Jewish Federation of 
Greater Orlando; was a charter board member, 
first vice president and pro-bono legal coun-
sel of the Holocaust Memorial Resource and 
Education Center of Central Florida, as well 
as holding many other community leadership 
positions.

By Caroline Glick

(JNS) — For four months, no one could 
explain the Biden administration’s seeming 
obsession with forcing Israel to accept respon-
sibility for the death of Al Jazeera reporter 
Shireen Abu Akleh on May 11. Abu Akleh was 
killed in Jenin during a gun battle between 
Palestinian Islamic Jihad terrorists, with 
whom she was embedded, and IDF forces. The 
battle occurred in the aftermath of a spate of 
murderous terror attacks in Israeli cities that 
took the lives of 17 Israelis. 

The U.S. demand that Israel accept the 
blame for Abu Akleh’s death was strange for 
several reasons. First, since the Palestinians 
seized her body and refused to permit Israeli 
pathologists to examine it or the bullet that 
killed her, Israel couldn’t conduct a compre-
hensive investigation.

Second, the U.S. never raised such an outcry 
about any previous incident in which a journal-
ist was killed during a battle. 

The third reason the Biden administration’s 
behavior was bizarre is that Abu Akleh was 
with terrorists when she was killed. The PIJ is 
a wholly owned and operated franchise of Iran 
and its Islamic Revolutionary Guards Corps. 
As IDF Major General (res.) Gershon Hacohen 
explained on the Mideast News Hour this week, 
over the past year, the PIJ has transformed the 
Jenin area into a Gaza-like terror enclave in 
northern Samaria. Recently, Iran has funded 
the formation of joint PIJ, Fatah, PFLP and 
Hamas terror cells throughout Judea and 
Samaria.

By condemning Israel for Abu Akleh’s 
death, the U.S. was casting aspersions on the 
legitimacy of the IDF’s operations against an 
Iranian-controlled terror group whose power 
and reach are growing precipitously.

The mystery of the Biden administration’s 
obsession with forcing Israel to accept the 
blame for Abu Akleh’s death was solved on 
Tuesday. The day after the IDF released the 
findings of its investigation and said that 

Abu Akleh was most likely killed by IDF fire, 
the Biden administration reportedly began 
demanding Israel change the IDF’s rules of 
engagement in Judea and Samaria.

So, the U.S. pressure in response to Abu 
Akleh’s death was not about finding the truth. 
Abu Akleh was seized on by the administra-
tion as a means to force Israel to effectively 
cede control over Judea and Samaria to Iran’s 
terror proxies.

The American hostility towards Israel’s 
operations against Iran’s proxies in Judea and 
Samaria is of a piece with the Biden adminis-
tration’s overall realignment of U.S. policy in 
the Middle East away from Israel and towards 
Iran. This realignment has moved into high 
gear as the administration works overtime to 
entice Iran to agree to a new nuclear deal. Take 
Lebanon, which is controlled by Iran through 
Hezbollah. The U.S. is pressuring Israel to 
accept a gas deal with Lebanon that augers 
strategic disaster for Israel and promises a 
strategic triumph for Iran.

Since May 2021, the Biden administration 
has been mediating negotiations between 
Israel and Lebanon to reach an agreement on 
the division of their economic maritime zones. 
Such an agreement will facilitate Lebanon’s 
plan to conduct natural gas exploration and 
hopefully production from the Qana gas field, 
part of which is located in Israel’s economic 
waters.

Abu Akleh and Biden’s pro-Iran realignment

By Jeremy Havardi

(JTA) — The death 0f Queen Elizabeth II 
after 70 years on the throne is a devastating 
loss for Britain, the Commonwealth and the 
free world. It is hard to overstate the sense of 
grief that will be felt at her passing, including 
from within the Anglo-Jewish community.

I was brought up in a typical liberal Jewish 
family that showed a healthy respect for the 
queen, and the royal family more widely. I 
recall marching down the Mall in London for 
the 60th anniversary of VE Day and catch-
ing a sight of our monarch on the steps of 
Buckingham Palace. Like other British Jews, 
I also remember hearing the prayer for the 
royal family, which was, and is, a feature of 
every Shabbat service.

For Anglo-Jewry, the queen was a rock and 
mainstay of her nation, a constant, familiar 
and reassuring presence amid the turbulence 
of both domestic and international crises. 
Indeed, she became such a fixture in British 
life that she created the illusion that she would 
always carry on as head of state. Of course, no 
one is immortal. But the queen etched herself 
so deeply into her country’s story that she 
became emblematic of its very character, the 
unspoken essence of modern Britain. She was 
truly the matriarch of the nation.

The queen was unlike political heads of 
state. She was not a polarizing figure because, 
being unelected, she was in no way beholden 
to vested interests or parties. Instead, she 
united her nation by becoming a symbol of its 
most enduring and cherished values. What she 
brought to her role was an old-fashioned sense 
of duty and loyalty, reflecting the vow that she 
made in 1947 to live a life of service, no matter 
how long or short it lasted. Her values were 
those of an older Britain, a nation framed by 
a Christian ethos in which self mattered less 
than duty and obligation trumped personal 
ambition.

Those values had resonance for British Jews 
too, given that their own faith encompassed 
notions of religious duty and communal 
service. They recognized that the queen’s 
tireless devotion to her nation was an example 
of tikkun olam at its finest. The queen never 
compromised her fidelity to those values and 
conducted herself at all times with dignity, 
decency and propriety. If only one could say 
the same about today’s leaders.   

Above all, she was a steadfast symbol of old-
fashioned calm and stoicism in an age when 
the stiff upper lip was being assailed as quaint 
and harmful. It was that facet of her character, 
her ability to show coolness and fortitude 
despite crisis and sadness, that endeared her 
to millions of her countrymen and women. In 
her own life, those sad episodes included the 
breakdown of her children’s marriages, the 
death of Princess Diana, the fallout caused by 
the disillusionment of Prince Harry and his 

wife with the monarchy, and, above all, the loss 
of her beloved husband, Prince Philip. Yet her 
belief in service and her promise to the nation 
meant that she never contemplated stepping 
aside. She simply got on with her job, exuding 
a steely strength and determination that won 
her so many admirers.

The queen was also an internationally re-
nowned figure. It is easy to forget that she vis-
ited some 117 countries as monarch, meeting 
countless leaders, statesmen and diplomats. 
She acted as head of state to 15 British prime 
ministers and met no fewer than 13 American 
presidents. Indeed, her reign lasted more than 
one quarter of the entire history of the United 
States. She was the first British monarch to 
travel to a communist country when she toured 
Yugoslavia in 1972. She was a symbol of the 
reconciliation with Japan, receiving the em-
peror in the United Kingdom, while her visits 
to China and Russia in the 1980s and 1990s 
were equally significant. She also reflected a 
changed mood when she went to the Republic 
of Ireland in 2011, something that would have 
been unthinkable decades earlier. She was 
undoubtedly the most experienced diplomat 
of her age and a figure to whom many would 
turn for wise counsel.

She was also a friend of the Jewish com-
munity in the U.K. She met many faith leaders 
and gained the praise of figures such as the late 
Rabbi Lord Jonathan Sacks, who described her 
and the royal family as “one of the great unify-
ing forces in Britain, a unity we need all the 
more, the more diverse religiously and cultur-
ally we become.” She hosted Israeli leaders in 
the U.K., including President Ephraim Katzir 
in 1976, and gave an honorary knighthood to 
Shimon Peres in 2008.

In 2000, she also inaugurated Britain’s first 
permanent memorial to the Holocaust and 
served as patron of the UK Holocaust Memorial 
Day Trust for a decade. It is true that she did 
not visit Israel as a monarch despite a number 
of entreaties from the country’s leaders. But 
this did not reflect any personal malice or 
bigotry and instead resulted from longstanding 
Foreign Office policy to avoid antagonizing 
Britain’s Arab allies. Accordingly, the queen’s 
death has seen a genuine and palpable outpour-
ing of grief from Jewish communal leaders of 
every denomination. British Jews are feeling 
the loss of this remarkable monarch as much 
as their gentile counterparts.

For now, Britain has a king who will provide 
the nation and Commonwealth with a sense of 
much needed continuity. But Queen Elizabeth 
II was a truly unique figure whose guiding 
presence symbolized unity, constancy and, 
above all, human decency. We will not see 
her like again.

The views and opinions expressed in this 
article are those of the author and do not 
necessarily reflect the views of JTA or its par-
ent company, 70 Faces Media.

What Queen Elizabeth meant 
to a British Jew like me

The dispute, and the ostensible need to 
mediate it, emerged because Lebanon rejected 
the U.N.’s demarcation of Israel’s economic 
waters and demanded a large portion of those 
waters for Lebanon. Unfortunately, by agreeing 
to mediate the dispute, the U.S. legitimized 
Lebanon’s positions, which are dictated by 
Hezbollah.

Rather than walk away from the talks in 
response to Hezbollah’s threats, the U.S. has 
used them as a means of forcing Israel to make 
more concessions to Hezbollah. 

The strategic implications of both the 
emerging deal and the fact that it is being ne-
gotiated under Hezbollah’s gun are devastating 
for Israel, and arguably for its partners in the 
East Mediterranean Gas Partnership—Greece, 
Cyprus and Egypt. 

Beyond that, by working to facilitate Iran-
controlled Lebanon’s entry into gas exploration 
and production, the U.S. is paving Iran’s way 
to becoming an actor in the eastern Medi-
terranean. This development threatens not 
only Israel and its regional partners, but U.S. 
naval operations and U.S. firms engaged in 
gas exploration and extraction in the region.

Finally, if the negotiations lead to a deal, 
they create a dangerous precedent of Israel 
surrendering its sovereign territory under 
Hezbollah’s gun.

Akleh on page 18A
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Letters To The Editor
We are a diverse community and we welcome your 

letters and viewpoints. The views and opinions expressed 
in the opinion pieces and letters published in The Heri-
tage are the views of the authors, and do not necessarily 
reflect the views and opinions of The Heritage Florida 
Jewish News or its staff. The Heritage reserves the right 
to edit letters for clarity, content, and accuracy. And 
respectful of lashon hara, we will not print derogatory 
statements against any individual.

Please limit letters to 500 words. Send letters to P.O. 
Box 300742, Fern Park, FL 32730. Or e-mail to news@
orlandoheritage.com.

Dear Editor:
President Biden’s speech on 

Thursday evening did more to 
separate our divided nation 
than anything he did prior.

If pitting Americans against 
each other is a tactic to unite 
us than he has failed miser-
ably, once again added to his 
long list of failures, and the 
nation sees the true Biden, 
teleprompter and his strings.

It’s hard to recall all his 
missteps from his first day 
in office and all the grief and 
misery he has brought to our 
country from 13 dead service 
people, to losing Afghanistan, 
the weapons lost, the jobs lost, 
the invasion from 130 nations 

into America and the phantom 
flights in the dead of night to 
destinations unknown but to 
him, and of course the loss 
of our energy independence.  

We lost 58,000 of our 
treasure fighting the many 
years in Vietnam, but we lost 
100,000 American lives in 
one year to Fentanyl courtesy 
of China and the Mexican 
Cartel’s who have become 
billionaires because of Biden’s 
Open Door Policy to make 
America weak.

And now the Mexican 
Cartels are cutting out the 
Chinese by producing their 
own versions of Fentanyl 
and our death tolls should 

be rising as if the Biden ad-
ministration still believes the 
“Border is Closed” and there 
is no problem.

Thirty-nine percent of 
Americans will always vote for 
his party no matter how bad 
the country is hurting and 
that’s because the Americans 
on Welfare with all its entitle-
ments will keep getting those 
entitlements paid for by the 
American taxpayer as long as 
they vote Democratic.

Why should anyone accept-
ing Welfare and not working 
and paying into Social Se-
curity or totally dependent 
on everything they need be 
allowed to vote and vote for 
a more Socialist, Progres-
sive way of life if they are not 
involved but are takers, not 
givers like the rest of us?

If Trump does return 
in 2024 I hope one of the 
first things he does is de-
Naturalize the citizenship 
of George Soros who was a 
Nazi collaborator, not a Ho-
locaust victim and do away 
with Welfare as we know it 
saving it only for the elderly 
and disabled and obliterating 
Obama’s “legacy.”

Wm. J. Levy
Melbourne, Fla.

Oy vey! Our country is a sad mess

By Eli Gottlieb 

 (JTA) — “Hey Allies: Please 
don’t schedule meetings or 
events on the Jewish holi-
days!” So says a meme that has 
circulated widely before about 
the dates for Rosh Hashanah, 
Yom Kippur, Sukkot and Sim-
chat Torah.

Seems like a pretty harm-
less and potentially helpful 
message to post on social 
media in the run-up to the 
High Holidays, right? 

I’m not so sure.
I, too, have often had to 

seek special consideration 
from employers and col-
leagues for my religious ob-
servance. Indeed, being able 

to live my life by the rhythms 
of the Hebrew calendar with-
out having to explain myself 
constantly or play catch-up 
on lost work days is one of 
many reasons I moved to 
Israel from the United King-
dom in my 20s. However, as 
a scholar of identity, a builder 
of pluralistic institutions and 
an adviser to organizations 
on issues of diversity, I believe 
posting such messages can do 
more harm than good.

Former “Late Show” host 
Craig Ferguson has a great 
rule about when and when 
not to speak. Ask yourself 
three questions, he suggests: 
“Does this need to be said? 
Does this need to be said by 

me? And does this need to be 
said by me now?”

The “Hey Allies” meme, 
which bears a badge indicating 
it originated with an Orthodox 
social justice organization, 
fails on all three criteria. 

First, it doesn’t need to be 
said. Few Jews in the United 
States observe the Jewish holi-
days in ways that clash with 
their work commitments. 
Fewer than half of America’s 
Jews fast on Yom Kippur. 
Many of those who do fast 
also abstain from work that 
day and at least the first day 
of Rosh Hashanah. But it’s a 
much smaller minority that 
won’t work on the first two 
and last two days of Sukkot. 

Suggesting otherwise betrays 
our own diversity.

Second, it doesn’t need to be 
said by those saying it. Actu-
ally, let me rephrase: Those 
saying it — shouldn’t. What 
gives traditionally observant 
Jews the right to speak in 
the name of America’s less 
observant majority? Were a 
company or organization to 
black out the 11 (!) dates listed 
in the meme, it might lead 
“allies” to wonder why so few 
of their Jewish colleagues are 
taking these days off. And that 
risks exposing any Jew who 
works as usual on any of the 
listed dates as somehow less 
Jewish, or less serious about 
their Jewishness, than those 
who observe the holidays.

In any case, those who do 
observe these holidays have 
many better ways to make 
the relevant accommodations 
in ways that don’t lump Jews 
together or pry them apart. 
They can arrange with bosses 
and colleagues to reschedule, 
make up lost hours or use 
vacation time. In the unlikely 
event of such requests being 
denied, they can appeal to 
official guardians of employee 
rights, from HR departments 
to U.S. courts, which are 
highly accommodating of 
religious needs.

I would also argue that 
having to raise these issues 
from time to time — and 
sometimes make difficult 
choices — is part of what it 
means to be an observant 
Jew, and in some ways is as 
core to our contemporary 
identity as the holidays 
themselves.

But the problem is not just 
who is doing the saying; it’s 
also whom they are address-
ing. In the parlance of our 
times, “allies” is a dog whistle 
to the woke, who all too often 
see Jews as part of the problem 
rather than the solution — as 
a white, privileged class rather 
than an ethnic minority in 
need of protection or support. 
Worse, by appealing to non-
Jews for special consideration 
on grounds of diversity and 
inclusion while failing to re-
spect internal Jewish diversity 
and implicitly excluding non-
observant Jews, the meme re-
inforces the far left’s tendency 
to view Jews as a religious and 
political monolith.

Third, it doesn’t need to be 
said now. Uniquely among the 
biblical festivals, Rosh Hasha-
nah does not commemorate a 
momentous event in the life 
of the Jewish people, such as 
the Exodus or the Revelation 
at Sinai. Rather it commemo-

rates the world’s creation and 
God’s judgment of humanity 
in its entirety. In other words, 
whereas all other feasts and 
fasts in the Hebrew calendar 
are particularist, Rosh Ha-
shanah is universalist. It is, 
therefore, a time to reflect on 
what we have in common, not 
what separates us; to focus on 
rights and duties we share 
with all of humanity rather 
than on securing special treat-
ment for ourselves. 

So how’s this instead: After 
making your own arrange-
ments for the upcoming 
holidays, ask yourself whether 
there’s anything you can do to 
make it easier for other Jewish 
colleagues to observe them 
in the ways they prefer. Con-
versations will likely be more 
effective than social media 
posts. But if you do choose 
to post, consider something 
like this:

“Dear friends: Over the 
next few weeks, many Jews 
will be observing holidays in 
a variety of ways. Please be 
understanding and helpful 
when a Jewish colleague takes 
off on some or all of those days, 
and let us know how we can 
reciprocate when you observe 
special days of your own. As 
Rosh Hashanah teaches us, 
we’re all in this together.”

How not to ask for time off on the Jewish holidays

By Jonathan Feldstein

News this week in Israel 
included the death of two 
Arab journalists, in different 
locations, under different cir-
cumstances, and unrelated. 
But the circumstances, accu-
sations, and double standards 
are glaring and need to be 
discussed. 

This week, months after 
Palestinian Arab-American 
Al Jazeera journalist Shireen 
Abu-Akleh was killed in Jenin, 
following a lengthy investiga-
tion, Israel has affirmed that 
she was likely killed by an 
Israeli bullet. 

Other than her unfortunate 
death, the problem with this 
is that before the blood had 
dried, before she had been 
buried, and before any facts 
other than her death were 
confirmed, the Palestinian 
Authority and much world 
media immediately blamed 
Israel without any proof. That 
the PA rushed her burial and 
would not provide the bullet 
that killed her for forensics, 
underscored that they had 
something to hide, and that 
blaming Israel was just a 
convenient way to milk her 
death as a Palestinian Arab 
“martyr.”

Israel did not deny it may 

have been an Israeli bullet 
that killed her, but did not 
acknowledge specific respon-
sibility because facts were 
not known. After a lengthy 
and credible investigation, 
Israel has indicated she was 
likely shot by an Israeli soldier, 
inadvertently, in the heat of a 
battle with Palestinian Arab 
terrorists in which Abu-Aklah 
was in the middle. 

It’s never good to have to 
admit responsibility for such 
a thing, but as a democracy 
where the rule of law is the 
rule, at least Israel maintains 
the integrity to do so.  In its 
statement about Abu-Akleh’s 
death, the IDF acknowledged, 
“There is a high possibility 
that Shireen was accidentally 
hit by IDF gunfire that was 
fired toward suspects identi-
fied as armed Palestinian 
gunmen, during an exchange 
of fire in which life-risking, 
widespread and indiscrimi-
nate shots were fired toward 
IDF soldiers.”

Like many journalists try-
ing to cover a story, or be in 
a place to get the best scoop, 
many put their lives at risk. 
In the case of Abu-Aklah, it 
seemed that not only did she 
only put herself in harm’s 
way, but that she was there, 
camped out, waiting for 

violence to begin as if she 
had been tipped off to do so. 
Otherwise, how would she 
have been in the right place 
at the wrong time, and killed 
in the crossfire between Israeli 
troops and Palestinian Arab 
terrorists? 

The other news item about 
the death of an Arab journalist 
in Israel this week is about 
Arab-Israeli journalist Nadal 
Ijbaria, who covered violent 
crime in Israel’s Arab commu-
nity, which has become an epi-
demic. Ijbaria was shot in his 
car after leaving a mosque in 
his Galilee hometown. Police 
are investigating. One hopes 
that they will find and arrest 
the perpetrators as one step 
to stem and then eliminate 
the Arab-on-Arab violence 
that’s been increasing for 
years, plaguing Israel and its 
Arab community in specific: 
a threat to many more people 
than the circumstances sur-
rounding Abu-Aklahs death. 

With national elections 
coming up in November, 
again, one hopes that the Is-
raeli Arab public will support 
those trying to make change 
and make the Israeli-Arab 
street safer. Its israel’s respon-
sibility, but it requires a lawful 
public willing to participate 
in a solution, rather than 

just blaming Israel for their 
problems. 

According to UNESCO, 
55 journalists were killed 
internationally in 2021, and 
more than 60 journalists 
have been killed already in 
2022.  Looking objectively 
at the frequency of death 
of, and relative danger for, 
journalists around the world, 
why is it that no one demands 
countries to investigate much 
less release the names of 
those involved in death of 
other journalists as in the 
case of Abu-Akleh? Why is the 
world, and its media, not up 
in arms (pun intended) about 
the death of these dozens of 
other journalists?

With some 120 journal-
ists killed in these past two 
years alone, UNESCO lists 
a total of one in “Palestine” 
(Abu-Aklah), and now one 
in Israel, so recent it has not 
made their list. Leading the 
world in death of journalists 
are Mexico (28); Ukraine (10); 
Pakistan (9); Afghanistan 
(8); India (7); Brazil and the 
Philippines (5); Bangladesh, 
Colombia, DRC, Myanmar, 
and Yemen (4); and Haiti 
and Honduras (3). That’s 99 
dead journalists not reported 
about barely once, much less 
for months, on CNN, BBC 

News, and certainly not on 
Al Jazeera. 

Nor does this include where 
journalists are wantonly and 
widely harassed and arrested. 
Think about it. As tragic as 
her death was, Shireen Abu-
Akleh was a Palestinian Arab 
reporting for Al-Jazeera, both 
with a long history of bias and 
dishonest reporting. Yet she 
had free unhindered access 
as a journalist throughout 
Israel, even representing a 
media outlet that’s anti-Israel. 

Israel’s army and society 
have extensive checks and 
balances, operating according 
to international and domestic 
laws, never with the intent to 
harm civilians. That’s not to 
say mistakes are not made. 
When the U.S. did its own 
investigation of Abu-Akleh’s 
death in July, it “found no 
reason to believe that this 
was intentional but rather the 
result of tragic circumstances 
during an IDF... operation 
against…Palestinian Islamic 
Jihad which followed a series 
of terrorist attacks in Israel.”  
Israel has affirmed that, not 
covered it up. Nor did it blame 
the terrorists hiding behind 
Abu-Akleh, drawing IDF fire. 

Journalists are civilians 
and of course should never 
be harmed, and certainly 

On the death of two Arab journalists in Israel
not targeted. But there are 
risks in general, with an 
added element by operating 
and embedding themselves 
among terrorists who use and 
hide behind them as cover. 
Surely Israel did not target 
Abu-Aklah on purpose, or 
specifically because she was 
a journalist.  Claims of this 
being a targeted assassination 
are absurd. 

So why is it that the death 
of Al Jazeera’s Abu-Aklah has 
been reported more than any 
other journalist in the world 
all year, still making news, 
and the death of another 
Arab-Israeli reporter barely 
gone reported?  The answer 
is simple: there’s a double 
standard with Israel being 
blamed even before facts are 
known, and that’s acceptable 
even in the media. While those 
reporting these allegations 
are not putting themselves 
in danger on the front line as 
Abu-Aklah did, they certainly 
do kill their own credibility in 
the unsubstantiated blaming 
of Israel for killing Arabs. 

When it comes to killing 
of an Arab-Israeli reporter 
by other Arabs, that’s not 
reported at all outside Israel, 
despite the fact that there 

Journalists on page 18A
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“My week is not 
complete without it!”

“I can’t live
without it!”

“How in the world am I supposed to 
know what’s going on?”

What are you missing out on?... Subscribe today!

These are some of the comments we receive from readers 
when they miss an issue of Heritage Florida Jewish News.

Quote of the Week
“As long as the candle is still burning, it is still possible to accomplish and to mend.”

— Rabbi Yisrael Salanter

5. “Got it!”
6. Put the weight back on
7. 2,4,6, etc...
8. Mission control, for short
9. Like a first time camper, 
perhaps
10. Company built on the 
profits of Pong
11. An “Avengers: Endgame” 
director
12. Grayish, facially
17. Related (to)
21. Word with set or service
24. Words to Hashem
25. Famous physician run-
ning for office
26. “Give me a ___ you need 
any help”
29. “How’s it going?”, simply
30. Acre to Tiberias dir.
31. It takes two for a dance?

33. The ___ Days
34. Half a kosher cracker?
36. Beat sheet, for short
37. Travelers’ org.
38. Blues group, briefly
40. Talks loudly
41. Follows him and her
46. Theater chain
48. Gain competitor
49. Half of a Disney duo, with 
“the”
50. Pop music’s Goulding
51. Scientist Bohr
52. A fair ball
53. Bit of holy agriculture
54. Gives up
55. David’s big(gest) brother
59. Picks, in the NFL
61. 9-digit ID org.
63. 0
64. First word in Jewish logic

See answers on page 18A.

Across
1. One with a killer scene in 
“Antony and Cleopatra”?
4. Fabled animal
8. Notable name in Civil War 
fiction
13. 7-ft. NBAer, typically
14. Love of Israel?
15. D.C. VIP
16. First murderer losing it
18. Make like Hulk
19. Fabled friar
20. Scott Lang might ride one
22. Irish tongue
23. Jewish court is meeting
27. Jewish flame
28. Tuna option
29. Bit of time
32. Arial, e.g.
35. Most of Earth
39. Some tented holiday 
guests
42. Steinbeck sphere
43. The truth of Torah?
44. First name of the most 
famous Israeli
45. “Cray” or “Motor” ending
47. Like an active 27-Across
49. Netanyahu serving
56. 1986 Nobelist Wiesel
57. Pfc’s superior
58. Place to nosh
60. “Smart” guys
62. Professional network...or 
a literal hint to solving this 
puzzle’s theme
65. Bank deposits?
66. ASICS rival
67. “Have some”
68. “Creed” co-star Thompson
69. Make some noise
70. Infield thefts: Abbr.

Down
1. IRA part: Abbr.
2. Baseball’s Rusty
3. $6.13, e.g.
4. ___ HaHar

“Making Connections” by Yoni Glatt
Difficulty Level: Medium

koshercrosswords@gmail.com

Corrections
• In the article about Mel Pearlman’s writing award (“Double blessing for Pearlman,” 

Aug. 19 issue), he won second place in the Louis Rapoport Award for Excellence in 
Commentary category from the American Jewish Press Association for three columns 
he submitted (not just the one). These articles were “Irresponsible Americans endanger 
American freedom,” “Who are the Jewish People?” and “Mr Biden’s folly.” The award was 
presented at the 41st Annual Simon Rockower Award program (not the 40th).

• In the article “Federation + JCC = Shalom Orlando,” (Sept. 2, 2022), Keith Dvor-
chik specifically mentioned the Gotlib family, as he announced the winners of the Amy 
Schwartz Kimlat Program of the Year Award. The Gotlibs gave a donation that will keep 
the annual Chanukah event going yearly. Heritage apologizes for misspelling their name.

MORNING MINYANS 
Chabad of North Orlando and Chabad of Altamonte Springs are holding in-person minyans.
Chabad of South Orlando — Monday - Friday, 8 a.m. and 10 minutes before sunset; Saturday, 
9:30 a.m.; Sunday, 8:15 a.m., 407-354-3660.
Congregation Ahavas Yisrael — Monday - Friday, 7:30 a.m.; Saturday, 9:30 a.m.; Sunday, 9 
a.m., 407-644-2500.
Congregation Chabad Lubavitch of Greater Daytona — Monday, 8 a.m.; Thursday, 8 a.m., 
904-672-9300.
Congregation Ohev Shalom — Sunday, 9 a.m., 407-298-4650.
GOBOR Community Minyan at Jewish Academy of Orlando — Monday – Friday, 7:45 a.m. – 
8:30 a.m. 
Temple Israel — Sunday, 9 a.m., 407-647-3055.
For events happening at the Roth Family JCC, please visit the website, orlandojcc.org.
For events at the Holocaust Memorial Resource & Education Center, please visit holocaustedu.org.

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 16
Ahavas Yisrael — Kabbalat, 30 minutes before sundown.

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 17         
Torah Portion — Parashat Ki Tavo: Deuteronomy 26:1-29:8.

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 20 
COS Men’s Club — Virtual bridge, 7 p.m. All welcome, no cost. Register at www.bridgebase.
com. For info: Jim Tinkoff, jtinkoff@cfl.rr.com or Andy Rosen, andy@pineloch.com.

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 22 
Seniors on the Go — Yiddish Circle, noon, led by Victor and Batya Granatstein. Bring lunch 
to share.

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 24
Ahavas Yisrael — Kabbalat, 30 minutes before sundown.
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As we approach Rosh Ha-
shanah and the Jewish High 
Holy Days, the staff and board 
members at the Holocaust Me-
morial Resource & Education 
Center of Florida wish you and 
your family a healthy 5783. We 
also want to extend our deep 
thanks for the warm welcome 
this community has shown to 
our new CEO Talli Dippold.

Dippold, who recently relo-
cated from Charlotte, North 
Carolina, is the granddaugh-
ter of Holocaust survivors and 
is dedicated to keeping alive 
the legacy of survivors by 
telling their powerful stories 
of resilience and resistance, 
lessons that are more impor-
tant today than ever.  

One such story occurred 
in 1943 on the eve of Rosh 
Hashanah, when Danish re-
sistance members exhibited 
remarkable heroism. After 
having been alerted by an 
area diplomat about an im-
pending Nazi roundup that 
was to take place, Chief Rabbi 
Marcus Melchior canceled 
religious services scheduled 
for that evening in Copen-
hagen. Instead, he urged his 
community to hide or flee as 
a last chance effort to avoid 
being captured. In that mo-
ment, more than 7,000 Danish 

Jews were ferried to safety in 
Sweden by area fishermen, 
exemplifying what it means 
to be an upstander in action. 

These are the kinds of 
moments in history that 
help teach the lessons of the 
Holocaust and why the Ho-
locaust Memorial Resource 
& Education Center is com-
mitted to making sure these 
stories are told again and 
again. It is here that we focus 
on the darkest and brightest 
moments in the history of the 
Holocaust to build a just and 
caring community free of an-
tisemitism and all other forms 
of prejudice and bigotry. This 
is the mission crafted in 1981 
by our founder Tess Wise, a 
local Holocaust survivor from 
Poland who began her mission 
with the Holocaust Project at 
Valencia Community College. 
Her work continues today 
and serves as the foundation 
for our future, as we lay the 
groundwork for the Holocaust 
Museum of Hope & Humanity, 
which will be the first Holo-
caust museum in the world 
designed around survivor 
and witness testimonies. As 
we begin to carve the path 
toward our community’s 
new museum, which will be 
located in downtown Orlando, 

Rosh Hashanah Message from 
the HMREC of Florida

we invite all to visit our cur-
rent location in Maitland next 
to the Roth JCC for our varied 
programs and exhibits.

The new museum will not 
be a history lesson in artifacts, 
timelines, and numbers, 
rather its strength will come 
from the manner in which 
Holocaust history is revealed 
through the survivors who tell 
of their experiences.

To learn more about this 
new initiative, please visit our 
website The Holocaust Memo-
rial Resource & Education 
Center of Florida (holocaust-
edu.org).
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Rhonda Pearlman

more than a mere coinci-
dence as it also sums up 
the relationship that Jews 
around the world will be 
reviewing as we enter the 
High Holidays. As the “Jewish 
New Year,” Rosh Hashanah 
is a time when Jews review 
not only their relationships 
with one another, but most 
importantly with G-d. It is 
a time of self-reflection with 
a higher being as well as a 
time to review our relations 
with our spouses, friends, and 
colleagues and yes, even our 
enemies.

While the Gregorian calen-
dar marking January 1st as 
the “New Year” has only been 
around since the mid 1500s, 
the Jewish calendar starts 
approximately 4,000 years 
earlier. Rosh Hashanah is a 
time to celebrate the coming 
new year and is also a deeply 
spiritual time. It may lack the 
merriment of a ball dropping 
in Times Square, but it makes 
up for it with deep meaning, 
festive meals, and a focus on 
improving relationships with 
ourselves, our community 
and the world. 

Like the New Year cel-
ebrated on January 1st in 
the Gregorian calendar, it is 
a time for analyzing our vows 
from the past year as well as 
contemplating what new ones 
we will make in the coming 
year. Unlike the January 1st 
holiday where vows tend 
to include lighter matters 
like “going to the gym,” in-
structing our children about 
“enhancing kindness to our 
siblings” or striving to “curse 
less,” the Jewish New Year 
is an altogether weightier 
matter.

It begins “the Days of Awe” 
where we take a personal 
accounting of our actions in 
the previous year, set goals 
to “do better” in the coming 
year and prepare for the awe 
inspiring and deeply signifi-
cant Yom Kippur experience 
that closes out this intense 
spiritual period of meaning.

At Kinneret Council on 
Aging, Rosh Hashanah is not 
just a time for us to gather as a 
community to experience the 
Jewish New Year, it is also a 
time for our Board members 
to reflect on our mission, how 

we are serving the Jewish 
Senior community in Central 
Florida and where and how 
we can improve our efforts 
in these areas.  

We look forward each year 
to Rosh Hashanah both for 
the blessings of abundance 
we enjoy with our families 
and friends as well as for the 
opportunity to keep stretch-
ing ourselves and the KCOA 
mission to aim higher and do 
more in the coming year, just 
as our ancestors have been 
doing for thousands of years.

On behalf of our Board 
and staff, we wish you and 
your families a most Healthy, 
Happy and Sweet New Year!

May we all be worthy of a 
good inscription in the Book 
of Life in the Coming year. 
May the continued merits or 
our good deeds sustain us all 
in 5783!

Sharon Weil
Executive Director, Non-

profit Operations
Ali Polejes

KCOA Board President
Rhonda Pearlman

Kinneret Apartments, 
Board President

Ali Polejes Sharon Weil

5783 — a time for reflection

The month leading up 
to Rosh Hashanah is the 
month of Elul. In Hebrew, 
the letters that spell Elul are 

Alef, Lamed, Vav and Lamed. 
Those same letters are the 
first letters of the binding of 
a couple on their wedding day. 

Ani Ledodi V’dodi Li – I am 
my beloved’s and my beloved 
is mine. 

This mystical reading is 

Theresa Evans

Jewish Academy of Orlando 
welcomed 34 new students 
into the 2022-2023 school 
year. Our motto this year is 
“Every Child Counts,” and we 
have prepared a rich curricu-
lum in both Hebrew/Judaic 
and Secular education that 
will help each child succeed 
in their own way. We will 
also be rolling out our Mini 
Mensch program that will 
help preschoolers transition 
into our kindergarten classes 
and JAO Connections which 
will help previous students of 
JAO connect with each other, 
be a welcoming face at their 
new schools or even connect 

them to alumni who can help 
mentor high school and/ or 
college students wanting to 
pursue the same career paths 
as their mentor. Along with 
our new program enhance-
ments we will be setting goals 
for a much needed renova-
tion project that will greatly 
improve our learning and 
teaching environments. If 
you would like to get involved 
or want to learn about what 
our school can offer your 
child, please give us a call 
today! 

La Shanah Tova,
 

JAO prospers in the new year

With Rosh Hashanah ap-
proaching, the Rosen JCC is 
excited to update the com-
munity on what we believe 
will be a very busy year ahead. 
The Hebrew word “shanah” 

Dr. Reuben Romirowsky

The Rosen JCC is home to all Jews
means “year,” but is also the 
root for the Hebrew word 
for “change.” As we look in-
ternally to what changes are 
we willing to consider in our 
words and actions, the Rosen 
JCC is excited to launch a 
new initiative to change the 
perspective of Jewish fami-
lies not yet connected to the 
community. Called “Makom” 
(Hebrew for “home”), we want 
the JCC to be a Jewish home 
— a destination — for those 
Jews who are unaffiliated, 
and have not felt welcomed 
by the organized community. 
Whether you are in an inter-
faith marriage, LGBTQ, or 
just searching, our monthly 
Friday night Shabbat din-
ners at the JCC can be the 
start of something new. For 
more information contact 
Dara Shapiro at: daras@
rosenjcc.org

The Rosen JCC after-school 
program is here for you. We 
have the enrichments of 
soccer, ballet, karate, home-
work assistance and a snack 
for your child. For more 
information, contact Alexf@
rosenjcc.org

Do you know someone with 
mild cognitive impairment 
or early onset dementia? The 
Brain Fitness Academy is 
here for you. Now in its third 
year, our program meets 
twice a week from 9:30 a.m. 
-1:30 p.m. on Mondays and 
Fridays at the Dr. Phillips Y, 
starting Sept. 19. For more 
information, contact Dr. 
Reuben Romirowsky, CEO 
at reubenr@rosenjcc.org

We hope the year ahead 
is a year of positive change, 
renewal, and health!

Dr. Reuben Romirowsky
Chief Executive Officer

Nancy Ludin, CEO

Kudos to the Jewish Pavil-
ion management team — our 
board, staff, sponsors, sup-
porters and volunteers. The 
Jewish Pavilion has been a 
pillar in the community for 
over 20 years, and we intend 
to remain an anchor for 
years to come. We are fiscally 
strong and secure, thanks to 
community-wide support. De-
spite the ongoing pandemic, 
the Jewish Pavilion was able to 
carry out most of its Shabbat 
and holiday festivities for our 
beloved seniors. All of our fun-
draising and friend-raising 
efforts were enormously suc-
cessful. All six events had over 
100 attendees. We are proud 
to report that 94 percent of 
the funds raised go directly 
back into programs, parties 
and holiday celebrations for 
Central Florida Seniors — not 
administrative services, not 
salaries, but directly to your 
family members and other 
loved ones right here at home!

Holiday gift bags this year 
were a big hit!  We prepared 
and delivered bags to 450 
Jewish seniors for Rosh Ha-
shanah, Chanukah, Purim 
and Passover. Special thanks 
to The Harper family Foun-
dation, The Pargh Family 
Foundation, the Gould Family 

Elliott Davis, Board Chair

Jewish Pavilion is 
stronger than ever

and the Glassman-Gussman 
family for their financial 
assistance with the holiday 
gift bags. Thanks go out to 
numerous volunteers who 
stuffed and delivered the bags. 

The phone has continued 
to ring off the hook for our 
Orlando Senior Help Desk. 
We are here to answer your 
questions and provide refer-
rals and resources for family 
members and seniors. We are 
also here to listen and offer 
support. You can reach the 
Orlando Senior Help Desk at 
407-678-9363 or visit www.
OrlandoSeniorHelpDesk.org

The Jewish Pavilion office 
stayed open and the staff 
remained actively engaged 
with our elders throughout 
the pandemic. We have shown 
our strength during this cri-
sis. The Jewish Pavilion will 
continue to provide for our 
beloved seniors – no matter 
what!

Wishing everyone a very 
happy and healthy New 
Year! May 5783 be a year 
for good health, peace and 
happiness.

Warmest Regards,
Elliott Davis, Board Chair

Nancy Ludin, CEO

The Israeli American Coun-
cil of Central Florida wishes 
you happy Jewish New Year, 
Shana Tova Umetuka!

May the year 5783 bring 
joy, light, health, love, and 
growth to our community. 
May we continue to be united 

and love one another end-
lessly. 

Idit Lotringer
IAC of Central Florida

Welcome to a sweet new year

Philip Flynn III

As we enter this special 
time of reflection and re-
newal, we at Jewish Family 
Services of Greater Orlando 
would like to thank all who 
have supported us this past 
year as we continue to grow 
in our commitment to our 
community. JFS Orlando 
delivers hope to our com-
munity through our FAMILY 
of services, not just during 
the holidays but EVERY day.

One in seven people, among 
them one in five children, in 
Central Florida cannot afford 
basic food staples. To keep up 
with the increasing demand 
for food assistance, JFS Or-
lando has nearly completed 
the expansion of the Pearl-
man Food Pantry started 
earlier this year. The added 
space, along with the addition 
of a state-of-the-art carton 
flow shelving system and a 
big 3-door fridge, allows us to 
provide more fresh, healthy 
food quickly and efficiently 
to those struggling with 
hunger.

But it’s not just our Pantry 
that’s been active and grow-
ing. JFS therapists are seeing 
more individuals than last 
year. Our RIDE Program is at 
capacity and currently has a 
new client waitlist. Our Fam-
ily Stabilization Program is 

Marty Sherman

Shana tova from JFS Orlando

as busy as ever and will begin 
its new application cycle in 
October. Our Community 
Rabbi is meeting the rising 
need for spiritual services. 
Our Kobrin Family Scholar-
ship students are staying 
hard at work starting a new 
semester at UCF.

The demand for our FAM-
ILY of services remains high, 
but we are maximizing our ef-
forts to raise hope and build a 
stronger community togeth-
er thanks to our supporters…
and we’re not done yet! We 
ask you to join us in our an-
nual High Holy Days’ Hope 

Challenge, where every dona-
tion to JFS Orlando will be 
generously matched dollar 
for dollar by the David & Au-
drey Pearlman Philanthropic 
Fund, with a total match of 
up to $20,000. To donate, 
please visit JFSorlando.org/
hopechallenge. 

On behalf of the JFS Or-
lando Board of Directors, 
staff, and clients, may you and 
your loved ones be inscribed 
for a sweet 5783.

Philip Flynn III
Executive Director

Marty Sherman
Board President
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Insights from The Orlando Senior Help Desk

Empowering patients and 
their loved ones

(JNS) — A team of research-
ers at Tel Aviv University 
has proven that antibodies 
isolated from the immune sys-
tems of recovered COVID-19 
patients are effective in neu-
tralizing known strains of the 
virus, including the Delta and 
the Omicron variants.

Researchers have declared 
this a scientific breakthrough. 
The discovery could remove 
the need for frequent booster 
immunizations.

Dr. Natalia Freund, along 

with doctoral students Mi-
chael Mor and Ruofan Lee 
from the Department of 
Clinical Microbiology and 
Immunology at the Sackler 
Faculty of Medicine at TAU, 
led the study. Dr. Ben Croker 
of the University of California, 
San Diego, collaborated on it. 
Professor Ye Xiang of Beijing’s 
Tsinghua University, Profes-
sor Meital Gal-Tanamy and 
Dr. Moshe Dessau of Bar-Ilan 
University were also involved 
in the research.

The findings were reported 
in the journal Nature Com-
munications Biology.

Freund and her colleagues 
sequenced all B immune 
system cells from the blood 
of those who recovered from 
the original COVID strain in 
Israel and discovered nine an-
tibodies produced by patients. 
In addition, the researchers 
learned that some of these an-
tibodies are highly effective at 
neutralizing the coronavirus 
subtypes Delta and Omicron.

New Israeli research could 
render vaccines unnecessary

By Nancy Ludin
CEO, Jewish Pavilion

When visiting a doctor 
or hospital bring along a 
notebook or tablet and take 
notes. It is important to ask 
question of your healthcare 
provider about the benefits 
and side effects of medications 
or procedures. I suggest that 
you, or a loved one, research 
the same information on line 
so that you feel well informed. 
There are times when a second 
opinion should be sought, 
especially preceding a surgery.

I recommend you bring 
along an advocate. Sometimes, 
it is hard to process so much 
new information. When a 

family member or friend 
comes to an appointment, that 
individual can help understand 
the medical situation. You may 
also want to consider hiring a 
care manager. Care manage-
ment companies explore all 
issues pertaining to seniors- 
health, finances, housing, 
legal issues etc.

While most seniors face 
major adjustments when 
transitioning to an elder-care 
community, Jewish seniors 
face additional challenges. 
Not only do they lose their 
homes, and many of their 
friends, but they also lose ties 
to their cultural heritage. This 
is where the Jewish Pavilion, 
a 501c3 non-profit, steps 

in. The Pavilion serves as a 
resource that provides room 
visits, festive holiday celebra-
tions, and more to 450 Jewish 
residents in fifty facilities for 
seniors. The Jewish Pavilion 
promotes inclusion, and 
thousands of seniors of all 
faiths are welcomed into our 
programs. Learn more about 
the Jewish Pavilion at www.
JewishPavilion.org.

The Orlando Senior Help 
Desk 407-678-9363 or www.
OrlandoSeniorHelpDesk.org) 
helps thousands of callers 
navigate their way through 
the daunting senior maze, 
alleviating caregiver stress 
while giving advice on all 
types of elder issues. 

By Stewart Ain

Why didn’t the United 
States do more to help Eu-
rope’s Jews during the Ho-
locaust?

This question haunts the 
history of the United States 
and the Holocaust, and lurks 
behind practically every sto-
ryline in the new film on the 
subject from Ken Burns, Lynn 
Novick and Sarah Botstein, to 
be aired for three consecutive 
nights on PBS beginning 
Sept. 18.

The question, of course, 
isn’t just about the Holocaust, 
but about the years before 
the war, when the Nazi vise 
tightened around the Jews of 
Germany and more than half 
of them sought to obtain visas 
to immigrate to the United 
States. The vast majority 
never made it in.

The simple answer to this 
question is that the American 
public was against granting 
Jews refuge in the United 
States, and in this area Presi-
dent Franklin D. Roosevelt’s 
administration hewed close 
to public opinion.

But, as the documentary, 
“The U.S. and the Holocaust,” 
demonstrates, there is more to 
it than that.

“There were multiple fac-
tors, and the film Burns made 
helps viewers understand that 
the answers are complicated,” 
said Daniel Greene, curator 
of an exhibit at the U.S. Ho-
locaust Memorial Museum in 
Washington on America and 
the Holocaust.

“Between 1917 and 1924, 
immigration laws made it 
difficult to get in. And there 

were severe limits between 
1929 and 1930, the first year 
of the Great Depression,” he 
said. “Antisemitism and xe-
nophobia keep refugees out, 
but we are also in the depths 
of one of the worst economic 
depressions this country has 
ever faced.”

At a time when there were 
bread lines in the United 
States and one in four Ameri-
cans was unemployed at the 
peak of the Great Depression 
in 1933, letting in Jewish refu-
gees who would compete for 
jobs was out of the question, 
Greene observed.

Once the war began, some 
officials in the U.S. State De-
partment and others stoked 
fears that Jewish refugees 
from Germany could be spies 
for the Nazis.

In 1940, Peter Bergson, a 
leader of the Irgun Jewish 
militia in Palestine who also 
was known as Hillel Kook, 
arrived in the United States 
from Palestine to lobby for a 
Jewish army that would both 
assist in the war effort and help 
create a Jewish homeland in 
Palestine.

“He was trying to lobby 
politicians and the U.S. gov-
ernment to create this army, 
saying there are American 
Jews and Hebrews in Pales-
tine who wanted to fight and 
that they should be allowed 
to fight under one flag,” 
said Rebecca Erbelding, a 
historian and author. “He 
argued that he could get tens 
of thousands of Jews from all 
over the world who would 
fight and who had a stronger 
motivation to fight than the 
Allied nations did. He just 

needed the Allies to agree to 
the creation of this army.”

Bergson’s group circulated 
petitions, did radio interviews, 
ran newspaper ads, held din-
ners and staged We Will Never 
Die pageants across the coun-
try both to call for a Jewish 
army and for a stronger U.S. 
response to the Holocaust. 
Among the group’s support-
ers were artist Arthur Szyk, 
screen writer Ben Hecht, 
Interior Secretary Harold 
Ickes and Rep. Will Rogers, Jr.

In the end, however, there 
wasn’t enough support for the 
army’s creation.

“I think Middle East and 
British/American politics 
had a lot to do with their 
lack of clear success,” said 
Erbelding. Another factor in 
America’s shortcomings in 
helping European Jews was 
the inability of Americans — 
including Jews — to grasp 
the magnitude of the Nazi 
genocide. A Gallup poll in early 
January 1943 found that fewer 
than half of the respondents 
believed the Nazis could have 
killed 2 million Jews (by that 
time 4 million actually had 
been murdered).

With one notable exception 
— the resettlement of nearly 
1,000 Jewish refugees in 1944 
to a specially built refugee 
camp in Fort Ontario, New 
York, on condition they return 
home after the war — “Ameri-
cans were very reluctant to let 
in refugees,” Greene noted.

This was true even after the 
war. A poll in December 1945 
asked Americans if the U.S. 
should let in more refugees 
than the country had admit-
ted prior to the war, and only 

5 percent agreed. About 37 
percent said the U.S. should 
allow in fewer. The United 
States actually had no formal 
refugee policies or protections 
until after World War II.

During the war’s later 
years, the official U.S. line 
was that the best way to help 
the Jews of Europe and liber-
ate the concentration camps 
was to defeat the Nazis on the 
battlefield.

As Greene put it: “We rally 
as a nation to defeat fascism, 
we just don’t rally as a na-
tion to rescue the victims of 
fascism.”

Why didn’t U.S. forces 
bomb the rail lines leading to 
Auschwitz, or even Auschwitz 
itself?

In the first years after the 
United States declared war, 
when the Nazis’ killing ma-
chine was at its most intense 
in 1942 and early 1943, U.S. 
aircraft based in Britain were 
not capable of reaching any of 
the killing centers by air, ac-
cording to the documentary. 
By the time U.S. troops first 
reached mainland Europe, in 
southern Italy in September 
1943, 75% of the Holocaust’s 6 
million Jewish victims already 
had been killed.

The Allies did discuss 
bombing the rail lines to 
Auschwitz-Birkenau, but the 
War Department claimed that 
the lines would have been 
quickly and easily repaired, 
and that it was best to devote 
air resources to fighting the 
Nazis directly.

In addition, the documen-
tary notes, bombing in World 
War II was hardly precise. One 
study showed that just one 
bomber out of five hit within 
five miles of its intended 
target. At least once, Allied 
bombs intended for a nearby 
forced labor factory actually 
hit Birkenau, several miles 
away, killing dozens. Al-
though one prisoner later said 
he and his fellow prisoners 
were terrified by the bombing, 
others, including author Elie 
Wiesel, who was an inmate at 
Auschwitz, said they would 
have been willing to die by 
U.S. bombs if it would have 
ended Nazi exterminations.

“We were no longer afraid of 
death; at any rate, not of that 
death,” Wiesel later wrote. 
“Every bomb filled us with joy 
and gave us new confidence 
in life.”

There is no contemporane-
ous evidence that Roosevelt 
ever seriously considered 
bombing Auschwitz, accord-
ing to the documentary. How-
ever, years later, John McCloy, 
a U.S. Assistant Secretary of 
War during World War II, 
claimed to have spoken with 
Roosevelt about the matter 
and that he flatly rejected it, 
saying: “I won’t have anything 
to do with it. We’ll be accused 
of participating in this hor-
rible business.”

Historian Deborah Lip-
stadt, who now serves as U.S. 
Special Envoy to Monitor and 
Combat Antisemitism, said 
she believes the U.S. should 

have bombed Auschwitz — 
“not because it would have 
rescued a major portion of the 
6 million, but as a statement, 
as a message to the Germans: 
‘We know what you are doing. 
We cannot abide by what you 
are doing. This is our response 
to what you are doing.’ Yes, it 
could have done that.”

Freda Kirchwey, editor 
of The Nation magazine, 
might have agreed. In 1943, 
Kirchwey wrote, “In this 
country you and I and the 
President and the Congress 
and the State Department 
are accessories to the crime 
and share Hitler’s guilt. If we 
had behaved like humane and 
generous people instead of 
complacent, cowardly ones, 
the Jews lying today in the 
earth of Poland and Hitler’s 
other crowded grave yards 
would be alive and safe; and 
other millions yet to die would 
have found sanctuary. We had 
it in our power to rescue these 
doomed people and we did not 
lift a hand to do it. Or perhaps 
it would be fair to say that we 
lifted just one cautious hand 
encased in the tight fitting 
gloves of quotas and visas and 
affidavits and the thick layer 
of prejudice.”

This story was sponsored by 
and produced in collaboration 
with PBS, which will air “The 
U.S. and the Holocaust” on 
three consecutive nights be-
ginning Sunday, September 
18 at 8 P.M. Eastern. This 
article was produced by JTA’s 
native content team.

The American people were against saving 
more Jews from the Nazis’ clutches

L’Shana Tova
From all of us at the Heritage.

Jeffrey Gaeser

Christine DeSouza

Kim Fischer

Gloria Yousha

Gil Dombrosky

David Lehman
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HAPPY Rosh
Hashanah
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afmda.org/support

“To save one life is to save the world entire.”
 — The Talmud

This High Holiday season, as we seek spiritual and physical renewal for ourselves and our loved ones, let us also 
remember those in Israel who nurture and renew life every day.

Whether it’s treating civilians wounded in terror attacks or responding to any number of at-home medical 
emergencies, no organization in Israel saves more lives than Magen David Adom.

No gift will help Israel more this coming year. 

Support Magen David Adom by donating today at 
afmda.org/support or call 866.632.2763. 

Shanah tovah.

By Toby Axelrod

(JTA) — At a ceremony held 
on the air base where 11 Israeli 
athletes and coaches were 
murdered during the 1972 
Munich Olympics, German 
officials apologized for the 
“lack of protection” that led 
to the tragedy and agreed to 
establish a joint research com-
mission to look more deeply 
into the events surrounding 
the terror attack.

“We cannot make amends 
for what has happened,” said 
German President Frank-
Walter Steinmeier on Monday. 
“I ask you, as the head of state 
of this country and on behalf 
of the Federal Republic of 
Germany, for forgiveness for 
the lack of protection of the 
Israeli athletes during the 
Olympic Games in Munich 
and for the lack of clarifica-

tion afterwards; for the fact 
that what happened could 
happen.”

Germany also reached a 
compensation deal of about 
$28 million with the attack’s 
surviving family members days 
before the commemoration, 
a significant increase from a 
previous offer that staved off 
a planned boycott of the cer-
emony by the victims’ families.

“Today, 50 years on, many 
questions, far too many ques-
tions, remain unanswered,” 
Steinmeier said. “The attack 
was followed by years, of de-
cades of silence and blocking 
out… that too is a failure. 

“Honored family members, 
I cannot fathom what suffer-
ing, what pain you’ve been 
through… How can life go 
on,” he added. “For five de-
cades, that gnawing pain has 
been with you.”

Israeli President Isaac Her-
zog, who threatened to join 
the boycott, attended Mon-
day’s ceremony and addressed 
the Bundestag, or Germany’s 
parliament, on Tuesday, prais-
ing its government for the 
apology and welcoming a 
proposal by Bundestag Presi-
dent Bärbel Bas to create a 
new German-Israeli youth 
exchange organization. 

Herzog thanked Steinmeier 
and German Chancellor Olaf 
Scholz for “taking respon-
sibility” and contributing to 
“some relief of the pain that 
relatives still have today.”

On Sept. 5, 1972, eight ter-
rorists from the Palestinian 
group Black September en-
tered the Olympic Village and 
took members of the Israeli 
delegation hostage, demand-
ing the release of Palestinian 
political prisoners held in 

Sven Hoppe/picture alliance via Getty Images

German President Frank-Walter Steinmeier speaks at a commemoration ceremony to mark 
the 50th anniversary of the attack on Israeli athletes at the 1972 Munich Olympics. 

Germany apologizes to Munich Massacre victims and opens 
research commission into events surrounding the tragedy

Israel and elsewhere. After a 
botched rescue attempt, 11 
Israelis and one West German 
police officer were killed by the 
end of the night. 

Herzog capped his trip 
with a visit to the memorial 
at the Bergen-Belsen for-
mer concentration camp. 
His father, Chaim Herzog — 

who would become Israel’s 
sixth president — helped 
liberate the camp in April 
1945, as a British army 
officer.
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1620 MAYFLOWER COURT   |    WINTER PARK, FL 32792   |    407.672.1620   |    THEMAYFLOWER.COM

NEW NEIGHBORHOOD OPENING SOON!
LIMITED INVENTORY AVAILABLE: 

407.672.1620

The Mayflower at Winter Park:
SECURE YOUR FUTURE
There’s Never Been a Better Time
To Put Your Life Plan in Place
For more than three decades, The Mayflower has  
been regarded as the area’s premier senior living 
community – offering a safe, peaceful environment 
with luxury amenities, outstanding service, and the 
assurance of long-term care. Here, residents find 
stability, predictability, protection and peace of mind, 
along with a stress-free lifestyle that helps them enjoy 
longer, healthier, more active lives.

Choose from a limited inventory of luxury apartments, 
or reserve a brand-new Waterside Residence in our 
upcoming neighborhood, Bristol Landing.

MAY 1925_AD_FHJN_Sept.indd   1MAY 1925_AD_FHJN_Sept.indd   1 7/28/22   10:48 AM7/28/22   10:48 AM

High Holidays 5783 
(2022)

Join TSS for the Holidays by Becoming a 
Member or Purchasing Guest Tickets

We are a Reform Jewish congregation, inclusive and welcoming to all who wish to practice, participate and further their knowledge 
of Judaism, teach it to their children and live a Jewish life.  Our spiritual leader is Cantor Kim Singer, who guides us in song-filled 
worship. Temple Shir Shalom is proud to be a founder and managing partner organization of the Meitin Alliance for Growth and 
Learning (MAGAL), a Collaborative Religious School. For more information (407) 366-3556     www.templeshirshalom.org

Sunday Sept. 25  7:30PM  Erev Rosh Hashanah

Monday Sept. 26  10:00AM  Rosh Hashanah

 4:30PM  Tashlich (Sam Smith Park)

 5:00PM  Young Family Service (Sam Smith Park)

Friday Sept. 30  7:30PM  Shabbat Shuva

Tuesday Oct. 4  7:30PM  Erev Yom Kippur (Kol Nidre)

Wed. Oct. 5  10:00AM  Yom Kippur

                    (approx.) 12:30PM  Yizkor

 5:00PM  Young Family Service (Central Winds  
               Park)

 6:00PM  N’ila & Havdlah (Central Winds Park)

All services will be held in the historic sanctuary at the First United 
Methodist Church of Oviedo (FUMCO) 263 King Street, Oviedo, except 
as noted.

Adult Ticket  $180.00

Senior Ticket  $136.00

Child Ticket  $ 72.00

  (13 & older)

Young Family  $360.00

  (Adults under 30)

Family Ticket  $500.00

  (& all dependent children)

College students (under 26) & active 
military may attend HH services for free by 
showing their student or military ID.

Online attendance option will be         
available.

This High Holiday season, a Twitter ‘Repentance Bot’ 
wants to teach people how to apologize for real

apology with encouragement 
to do better and a comic strip 
laying out five steps to take 
to do so.

The steps are those laid out 
in Rabbi Danya Ruttenberg’s 
forthcoming book, “On Re-
pentance and Repair: Making 
Amends in an Unapologetic 
World.” Out next Tuesday, 
the book uses the traditional 
Jewish concepts taught by 
the 12th-century Jewish 
philosopher Maimonides to 
discuss contemporary issues 
of surviving violence and lays 
out a framework for making 
amends in a meaningful way.

Repentance Bot is meant 
to distill some of the lessons 
from the book and make 
them visible, Ruttenberg 
said.

“We live in a culture where 
people do not have a road-
map when harm is caused,” 
Ruttenberg told the Jewish 
Telegraphic Agency. “This 
is basically an experiment 
in public education, to try 
to see if we can move the 
culture towards showing 
people what taking respon-
sibility and making change 
looks like.”

In one recent example, 
Repentance Bot was tagged 
underneath a video of the 
athletic director of Brigham 
Young University addressing 
fans after a Duke University 
volleyball player and her 
other Black teammates were 
attacked with racial slurs 
during a game against BYU.

“You’re a 10, but you need 
some help doing the work 
of repentance and account-
ability,” reads the tweet, 
which references a recent 
meme and is followed by the 
cartoon.

Unlike some Twitter bots 
that call out bad behavior 
on social media, including 
@RacismDog and its now 
defunct-cousin, @Antisemi-
tismCow, Repentance Bot 
aims to do more than name 
and shame. It launched on 
the first day of the Jewish 
month of Elul — the last 

month of the Jewish year and 
the beginning of a period of 
reflection ahead of the High 
Holidays of Rosh Hashanah 
and Yom Kippur, the Jewish 
New Year and Day of Atone-
ment — and is meant to help 
people improve themselves.

The ideas and prayers of 
Yom Kippur lend themselves 
to innovation, said David 
Zvi Kalman, who created an 
online Jewish confessional 
booth, AtoneNet, that of-
fered an early intersection of 
ancient Jewish practices and 
contemporary digital tools.

“In the same way that on 
Hanukkah people will inno-
vate menorahs or on Pesach 
people will innovate Seder 
plates, on Yom Kippur, they 
want to innovate liturgies,” 
Kalman said. “What else are 
you going to innovate? You 
literally can’t eat anything. 
So it’s this.”

Reboot, the Jewish arts 
nonprofit, offers 10Q, an an-
nual online questionnaire 
that stores responses securely 
for a year, then returns them 
by email the following year 
to facilitate respondents’ 
reflection on their personal 
growth. And the Yom Kippur-
themed eScapeGoat (also 
known as @Apologybot) 
appeared on Twitter in 2013 
and would “collect” users’ 
sins when tagged.

That bot was created 
by Russel Neiss, a Jewish 
technologist and educator 
who coded Repentance Bot 
and worked with the Jewish 
digital consulting company 
Tiny Windows to produce it 
on Ruttenberg’s behalf.

Repentance Bot, as with 
many similar bots, has a 
sense of humor. It is meant 
to be “fun and funny,” while 
also serving as an education-
al tool, said Ruttenberg, who 
last month announced that 
she would be donating to the 
National Survivor Network 
to begin to make amends for 
personally benefiting from 
a Jewish foundation tied to 
sex offender Jeffrey Epstein.

“People will engage with 
it to have a little fun with 
it as well as trying to do 
meaningful public educa-
tion,” she added.

In one meta-example, Re-
pentance Bot had published 
a tweet in a robotic font that 
was not compatible with ALT 
text, an HTML attribute that 
allows for verbal image de-
scriptions. Visually impaired 
readers may rely on a program 
that reads ALT text aloud, and 
if there’s no ALT text, they 
may not be able to interact 
with the text or image at 
all. Repentance Bot learned 
of the incompatibility and 
wrote an apology note for the 
error, along with an updated 
version of the previous tweet 
and a promise to “teach other 
bots this important human 
factoid.”

Those vows reflect the 
to-do list in the bot’s comic 
strip, which begins with tak-
ing responsibility without 
making excuses and ends 
with making a different 
choice in the future.

Repentance Bot is about 
“distilling [apologies] down 
to really oversimplified, easy 
steps,” Ruttenberg said. “And 
they’re not easy. None of 
those steps in real life are 
easy.”

By Jackie Hajdenberg

(JTA)  — Move over, 
tashlich: Twitter is the new 
place to atone, thanks to a 
bot programmed by Jewish 
coders who want users to 
apologize better.

While the tradition of sym-
bolically throwing bread, 
representing sins, into a 
body of water may be a more 
familiar High Holiday cus-
tom, a new Twitter bot aims 
to address “fauxpologies” on 
social media.

“Repentance Bot” allows 
users to tag the account 
when they see an apology 
that they believe falls short. 
The bot then replies to the 

Carol Yepes/Getty Images

Inspired by lessons from Rabbi Danya Ruttenberg’s book, “On Repentance and Repair,” 
the Repentance Bot is an experiment in public education around apologies.
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FACT #1: Dispensing chemical
abortion pills through the mail
or without a doctor’s visit is
dangerous, not safe.

Woe to those who call evil good
and good evil, who change
darkness into light and light into
darkness, who change bitter into
sweet and sweet into bitter.
Isaiah 5:20

FACT #2: Ultrasound requirements, hospital
privileges, and waiting periods protect women's
health and safety, they don't harm women.

FACT #4: OB/GYNs are still be able to offer lifesaving medical care to
pregnant women with ectopic pregnancies, miscarriages and other
medical emergencies. No laws on elective abortion impact lifesaving care.

FACT #3: The data clearly shows that restricting abortion does NOT lead to
an increase in maternal mortality.

Find more facts about safer maternal medical care resulting from changes in
abortion laws at American Association of ProLife OBGYNs: aaplog.org.

@protectlife

ProLife Education Pregnancy Care Referrals
Adoption Referrals Healing After Abortion

For Info, Help & Healing
Visit Our Website or Call Us Today!
www.JewishProLifeFoundation.org

4127583269
The Jewish ProLife Foundation is not affiliated with any political organization, Jewish denomination, or the messianic movement.

L'SHANAH  TOVA

 WISHING Y0U A 
HAPPY AND SWEET NEW YEAR!

L'SHANAH  TOVA

 WISHING Y0U A 
HAPPY AND SWEET NEW YEAR!

Shana Tova! Celebrate 
the New Year by joining 
JFS Orlando in their annual 
Hope Challenge. Beginning 
September 15th through 
October 20th, every dollar 
donated to Jewish Family 
Services of Greater Orlando 
will be generously matched 
by the David & Audrey Pearl-
man Philanthropic Fund, 
with a total match of up to 
$20,000. 

With your help, JFS Or-
lando’s FAMILY of services 
can continue to bring hope 
to those in need these High 
Holidays and beyond! For the 
cost of just:

8 cups of coffee you feed 
a family for a week through 
their Pearlman Food Pantry

2 theme park tickets you 

Double your impact, 
double the hope!

support a family in their 
Family Stabilization Program

3 gym classes provide a vital 
counseling session with a JFS 
therapists

1 date night transports a 
senior to essential appoint-
ments for a month with RIDE. 

Today you can be the hope! 
Join in and “accept the chal-
lenge” to help JFS Orlando 

continue providing human 
services to the growing 
numbers of those in need. 
To donate, visit JFSorlando.
org/hopechallenge, call 407-
644-7593, or mail to 2100 
Lee Road, Winter Park, FL 
32789. Thank you for sup-
porting JFS Orlando as we 
build a stronger community 
together!

Do you have the feeling 
that someone you know or 
care about isn’t behaving as 
they normally would? Perhaps 
they seem a bit off, unsettled, 
or solitary?

Try to engage them in 
conversation. But remember 
that before you can look out 
for others, you need to look 
out for yourself. And that’s 
OK. If you’re not in the right 
mindset or you don’t think 
you’re the right person to 
have the conversation, try to 
think of someone else in their 
support network who could 
talk to them.

And if you need help start-
ing the conversation, JFS 
counselors are here for you 

JFS Orlando’s 
Weekly Wellness Corner

and those you care about. 
Learn more about JFS Or-
lando’s FAMILY of services, 
including our Counseling, 
Growth, & Development 

Program, the Family Stabi-
lization Program, and the 
Pearlman Food Pantry, at 
JFSorlando.org or call 407-
644-7593.

By Ron Kampeas

(JTA) — Israel’s government advanced a plan to build as many as 700 new apartment 
units in a suburb of Jerusalem that opponents say encroaches on a Palestinian village 
that straddles the country’s pre-1967 lines.

The Jerusalem planning and building committee on Monday approved a plan for a 
new neighborhood called Givat Shaked, which would include high-rise buildings that 
come right up to the edge of Beit Safafa — a village that was split from 1948 until 1967, 
when Israel captured eastern Jerusalem in the Six-Day War.

Haaretz quoted residents of the village as saying that the intention appears to be to 
limit the growth of the Palestinian neighborhood while increasing the Jewish population 
in the disputed city. The new neighborhood appears aimed at attracting Jewish residents, 
including in its planning of a site for a synagogue.

Right-wing Jewish activists have objected to a new golden dome atop a mosque in 
Beit Safafa.

Israeli officials have said in the past that new building benefits all residents of Jerusa-
lem. They note that there are Palestinians renting units in some of the neighborhoods 
built after 1967.

The new village would also inhibit any future plan to connect Beit Safafa to the West 
Bank, and it is seen as part of a plan to cut off southeastern Jerusalem from the West Bank.

The Biden administration hopes to preserve the prospect of a two-state outcome to 
the Israeli-Palestinian conflict and objects to any building that would inhibit Palestin-
ian statehood.

Israel advances plan to build 700 units 
in new East Jerusalem settlement

Yonatan Sindel/Flash90

A view of a golden dome built on top of the Abdul Rachman mosque in Beit Safafa, 
Jerusalem, Dec. 16, 2021.
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can be purchased at the following locations:
ORANGE COUNTY

JCC, 851 N. Maitland Ave., Maitland • JCC South, 11184 South 
Apopka-Vineland Rd., Orlando • Kinneret, 515 South Delaney 
Ave., Orlando • SOJC, 11200 S. Apopka Vineland Rd., Orlando 
• Brown’s New York Deli, 156 Lake Ave., Maitland • Most Publix 
Supermarkets • All Winn Dixie Supermarkets

SEMINOLE COUNTY
Heritage News, 207 O’Brien Rd., Fern Park • Barnes and Noble 
Booksellers, 451 E. Altamonte Dr. Suite 2317, Altamonte Springs 
& 1260 Oviedo Marketplace Blvd., Oviedo • Bagel King, 1472 
Semoran Blvd., Casselberry • Kosher Kats, 744 W. S.R. 434, 
Longwood • Central Florida Hillel, 4250 Alafaya Trail, Ste. 
212-363, Oviedo Most Publix Supermarkets • All Winn Dixie 
Supermarkets

VOLUSIA COUNTY
Federation of Volusia/Flagler, 470 Andalusia Ave., Ormond 
Beach • Most Publix Supermarkets • All Winn Dixie Supermar-
kets • Barnes & Noble, 1900 W. International Speedway Blvd., 
Daytona Beach • Perrys Ocean Edge Resort, 2209 South Atlantic 
Ave. Daytona Beach • Debary City Hall • Debary Library • Vienna 
Coffee House, 275 Charles Richard Beall Bl • Starbucks, 2575 
Enterprise Rd • Orange City City Hall • Orange City Library • 
Dunkin Donuts, 1296 S Woodland • Stetson University Carlton 
Union • Deland Chamber of Commerce • Sterling House, 1210 
Stone St • Temple Israel, 1001 E New York Ave • Beth Shalom, 
1310 Maximillan St • Deltona City Hall • Deltona Library • 
Temple Shalom, 1785 Elkam Dr. • Temple Israel, 1001 E 
New York Ave, Deland • College Arms Apt, 101 Amelia Ave, 
Deland • Boston Gourmet Coffee House, 109 E. New York Ave, 
Deland • Stetson University Carlton Union, 421 N Woodland 
Ave, Deland • Family Bookstore, 1301 N Woodland Ave, Deland 
• Deland Chamber of Commerce, 336 Woodland Ave, Deland 
• Deland City Hall, 120 S Florida Ave, Deland • Beth Shalom, 
206 S. Sprng Garden Ave, Deland • Orange City Library, 148 
Albertus Way, Orange City • Boston Gourmet Coffee House, 
1105 Saxon Blvd, Deltona • Deltona Library, 2150 Eustace Ave, 
Deltona • Temple Shalom, 1785 Elkam Dr., Deltona • Deltona 
Community Center, 980 Lakeshore Dr, Deltona • Debary City 
Hall, 16 Colomba Rd, Debary • Debary Library, 200 Florence 
K. Little, Debary

OSCEOLA COUNTY
Cindy M. Rothfield, P.A., 822 W. Bryan St., Kissimmee • Most 
Publix Supermarkets • Verandah Place Realty, 504 Celebration 
Ave., Celebration • All Winn Dixie Supermarkets • St. Cloud 
City Hall, 1300 9th St, St. Cloud • St. Cloud Library, 810 13th 
St, St. Cloud • Southern Oaks, 3865 Old Canoe Creek Rd, St. 
Cloud • Plantation Bay, 4641 Old Canoe Creek Rd, St. Cloud 
• Osceola Chamber of Commerce, 1425 Hwy 192, St. Cloud • 
Valencia College, 1800 Denn John Ln, Kissimmee • Kissimmee 
City Hall, 101 Church St, Kissimmee • Kissimmee Library, 211 
E. Dakin, Kissimmee • Robinson’s Coffee Shop, 114 Broadway, 
Kissimmee • Osceola County Courthouse, 2 Courthouse Sq, 
Kissimmee • Barnies, 3236 John Young Pwy, Kissimmee • 
Reily’s Gourmet Coffee, 3831 Vine St, Kissimmee • Shalom 
Aleichem, 3501 Oak Pointe Blvd, Kissimmee • Books-A-Million, 
2605 W. Osceola Pwy (522), Kissimmee • Lower East Side Deli, 
8548 Palm Parkway, Lake Buena

Sudoku (see page 18A for solution)

By Yosef Lindell

(JTA) — When a local Or-
thodox synagogue asked me 
to lead Yom Kippur prayers 
six years ago, one aspect 
of the request stood out: 
Was I comfortable using 
the “High Holyday Prayer 
Book” translated and edited 
by Philip Birnbaum?

The archaic spelling of 
“Holyday” is a tipoff to 
the book’s longevity. First 
published in 1951 by the 
Hebrew Publishing Com-
pany, this Hebrew-English 
prayer book, or machzor, 
has been used by multiple 
generations of worship-
pers in Orthodox and, to a 
lesser extent, Conservative 
synagogues. It is the prayer 
book I used as a child; my 
earl ie st  High Hol idays 
memories include counting 
the number of pages in the 
Birnbaum machzor until 
services would end.

In the ensuing years, 
a bounty of new transla-
tions has appeared, with 
modern typefaces, helpful 
commentary, user-friendly 
language and supplemental 
readings meant to “open 
doors” into prayer for the 
uninitiated or easily dis-
tracted.

Yet come Rosh Hashanah 
and Yom Kippur, I will lead 
the services from a Birn-
baum covered in brown 
paper and penciled nota-
tions of what to say and what 
to skip. Remarkably, 70 
years after its publication, 
the Birnbaum Machzor is 
still here, outlasting its 
publisher, author and even 
its own copyright. On the 
occasion of its anniversary, 
we ought to consider its 
remarkable longevity and 
what its future might hold.

Philip (or Paltiel in He-
brew) Birnbaum immigrat-
ed to the United States from 
Poland in 1923 at the age of 
19. While teaching Hebrew 
school in Birmingham, 
Alabama, he obtained an 
undergraduate education 
at the Southern Baptist-
affiliated Howard College 
(now Samford University). 
After moving to the East 
Coast, he received his doc-
torate in Jewish history 
from Dropsie College in 
Philadelphia in 1942. 

Throughout his career, 
Birnbaum forged connec-
tions with rabbis and aca-
demics affiliated with both 
the Conservative Jewish 
Theological Seminary of 
America and the Orthodox 
Yeshiva University. In 1944, 
the Hebrew Publishing 
Company — a fixture on 
the Lower East Side of 
Manhattan that printed ev-
erything from prayer books 
to greeting cards to Yiddish 
translations of Jules Verne 
— published his abridged 
version of “Mishneh Torah,” 
Maimonides’ seminal code 
of Jewish law. Given the 
success of the volume, the 
company’s president asked 
Birnbaum to translate the 
siddur, or daily prayer book.

Birnbaum’s edition of the 
siddur, first published in 
1949, outsold every other 
English translation and 
turned Birnbaum into a 
household name among 
Orthodox synagogue-goers. 

His 1951 machzor had a 
similar trajectory, rapidly 
becoming a High Holidays 
mainstay. In the 1960s, 
Birnbaum’s publisher re-
ported that he saw the 
machzor on the shelf in 
faraway Hong Kong and 
Tokyo.

A few years ago, when 
my grandfather gave me a 
small 1903 machzor that 
had been in the family, I 
began to understand the 
appeal of the Birnbaum 
machzor. The 1903 prayer 
book, with the unwieldy 
name “Form of Prayers for 
the Day of Atonement,” is 
hardly usable It includes a 
hodgepodge of Hebrew and 
Yiddish instructions and 
inconsistently sized texts 
that sometimes lack vowels. 
Its head-scratching English 
rendition of the “Song of 
Glory” (Shir HaKavod or 
A nim Zemirot)  begins , 
“Sweet hymns I will sing, 
and songs will I indite, for 
unto thee my soul panteth.” 

To make matters worse, it 
sent me flipping frantically 
back and forth searching 
for the next prayer to say. 

Birnbaum’s introduction 
to his translation speaks 
directly to my experience 
with the 1903 machzor 
and its ilk.

The worshipper is not 
called upon to search from 
page to page and to com-
mute from reference to 
reference,” he wrote about 
his own work. Birnbaum la-
mented the “gross careless-
ness” of earlier machzorim 
that included pages “broken 
up by several type sizes 
which have a confusing 
effect on the eyes of the 
reader” and translations 
that were “a vast jungle of 
words from which a clear 
idea only rarely emerges.”

Not all of Birnbaum’s 
predecessors were guilty of 
these faults. The 1904 Brit-
ish machzor translated by 
Arthur Davis and Herbert 
Adler, which also was used 
in the United States, was 
well-organized and exqui-
sitely translated. Yet it came 
in three hefty volumes and 
still suffered from a gener-
ous dose of what Birnbaum 
derided as “Bible English.” 
To a lesser extent, these 
archaisms a lso plagued 
the one-volume machzor 
published by Morris Silver-
man in 1939 and which for 
decades was the off icial 
machzor of the Conserva-
tive movement. 

The Birnbaum machzor 
took hold because it out-
shone its competition, but 
its staying power can be 
explained by simple eco-
nomics. Once a synagogue 
purchased copies for its 
congregant s ,  switching 
to a different book was an 
expensive proposition. Fur-
ther, the machzor is used 
only a few times a year, so 
it wears out at a fraction of 
the rate of a Shabbat prayer 
book or synagogue Bible. 

A lso, unlike much of 
its competition, the one-
volume Birnbaum machzor 
includes the services for 
Rosh Hashanah and Yom 
Kippur. While the ArtScroll 
daily siddur, published in 
1984 by Mesorah Publica-
tions, quickly replaced the 

Birnbaum siddur in a vast 
number of Orthodox con-
gregations, the ArtScroll 
machzor, with separate 
volumes for Rosh Hashanah 
(1985) and Yom Kippur 
(1986), did not meet with 
quite the same success. I 
suspect that a number of 
congregations could not 
justify the expense of pur-
chasing so many new books 
when their Birnbaums were 
holding up just fine.

Indeed, when Birnbaum 
died in 1988, heralded in 
The New York Times as 
“the most obscure bestsell-
ing author,” his machzor 
was still going strong. The 
Hebrew Publishing Com-
pany continued to reprint 
it into the mid-1990s. The 
publisher ceased to exist 
sometime around the turn 
of the 21st century and the 
machzor’s copyright was 
not renewed. It is now in 
the public domain and can 
be perused online. What 
other book enjoys such 
widespread popularity 25 
years after going out of 
print?

Yet without much chance 
of being reprinted, the 
machzor’s reign may at 
last be drawing to a close. 
Birnbaum’s frequent use of 
“thee” and “thou” sounds 
archaic and off-putting. 
Rabbi David Wolkenfeld of 
Anshe Sholom B’nai Israel 
in Chicago put it well when 
he wrote in 2016 that the 
Birnbaum prayer books 
“were state of the art when 
they were first published 
and have been sanctified 
by the prayers of three 
generations of worship-
pers,” but the translation 
“now appears stilted.” And 
unlike more recent trans-
lations, “there is virtually 
no commentary that might 
help the novice or veteran 
worshipper f ind deeper 
meaning in the unfamiliar 
holiday prayers.”

Extensive commentary 
and contemporary readings 
for the “novice or veteran 
worshiper” are a signa-
ture of newer translations 
like “Mahzor Lev Shalem” 

(2010), which has replaced 
Birnbaum, Silverman and 
t he 1972 Jules  Harlow 
machzor in Conservative 
synagogues within the past 
few years. The Orthodox 
Koren Publishers at last 
rele a sed  a  one-volume 
machzor in 2018, with com-
mentary by the late Rabbi 
Jonathan Sacks. I suspect 
many Orthodox holdouts 
will abandon the Birnbaum 
for the Koren sooner or 
later. Some have already 
begun.

But although congre-
gants may of course opt to 
bring a different machzor, 
there’s been no of f icial 
change yet at the synagogue 
where I will again lead the 
services this year. 

“For nearly two thousand 
years,” Birnbaum wrote in 
the machzor’s introduc-
tion, “the Hebrew prayers 
have helped to keep the Jews 
alive, saving them from 
losing their language and 
identity.” 

Indeed, on the Days of 
Judgment, when we con-
template a turbulent past 
and an uncertain future, 
the prayer book is a stable 
text to which we can attach 
our hopes, dreams and aspi-
rations. But the prayers are 
also complex and confus-
ing, even to the initiated. 
For 70 years — indeed, for 
a lifetime — the Birnbaum 
machzor has been a sure-
footed guide. 

And that’s perhaps an-
other reason why it has 
lasted as long as it has. 
When everything around us 
is changing so rapidly, we 
often find solace in those 
things that stay the same. 
Just as there are certain 
tunes we associate with the 
Days of Awe, there are also 
certain books. For many, 
the Birnbaum machzor has 
long been among them.

So this year, I will take 
comfort in the venerable 
book whose tearstained 
pages have weathered trag-
edy, war and illness as I pray 
for the people of this frac-
tured world to be inscribed 
in the Book of Life.

Why a High Holidays prayer book 
is still going strong after 70 years

To All Our Family and Friends

The Shaders
Mardi & Ron

May The New Year
Bring You Health,

Happiness and
Peace

L'Shana
Tova Tikatevu
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SYNAGOGUE SERVICE SCHEDULE
The following synagogues provided information about their 

High Holiday services to the Heritage by press time. For infor-
mation about services at other local synagogues, contact the 
individual congregations. For tickets or information, contact 
the individual synagogue.

Chabad of Altamonte (Orthodox)
Masks will be required at all services. Masks will be removed 

during Kiddush lunch. RSVPs are required. 
Rabbi Mendy Bronstein
Chabad of Altamonte
195 S Westmonte Drive #1126
Altamonte Springs, Fl 32701
407-720-8111
www.jewishaltamonte.com
Sunday, Sept. 25, Erev Rosh Hashanah, 6:30 p.m.; com-

munity dinner, 7:30 p.m. (RSVP) 
Mon., Sept. 26, Rosh Hashanah, traditional pre-service, 9 

a.m.; morning, 9:30 a.m.; Rabbi’s sermon & shofar blowing, 
11:30 a.m.; 15-minute shofar service and Tashlich, 6 p.m.; 
evening service, 7:45 p.m.

Mon. Sept. 26, Morning Rosh Hashanah, Day 1, traditional 
pre-service, 9 a.m.; morning service, 9:30 a.m.; traditional 
mincha, 6 p.m.; 15-minute shofar service, 6:30 p.m.; Tashlich, 
7 p.m.

Mon. Sept. 26, Evening Rosh Hashanah, Day 1, 7:45 p.m.
Tues. Sept. 27, Rosh Hashanah Day 2, traditional pre-service, 

9 a.m.; morning service, 9:30 a.m.; Rabbi’s sermon & shofar 
blowing, 11:30 a.m.; evening service, 8:15 p.m.

Tues. Oct. 4, Kol Nidrei, 6:45 p.m.
Wednes., Oct. 5, Yom Kippur morning services, 9:30 a.m.; 

Torah reading & Yizkor, 11:30 a.m.; afternoon service, 5:30 
p.m.; Neilah, 6:30 p.m.; Shofar blast & break fast, 7:42 p.m.

Chabad of Greater Orlando
Rabbi Sholom Dubov
708 Lake Howell Rd.
Maitland, Fla. 32751
Chabadorlando.org
Sunday, Sept. 25, community dinner, 7 p.m.
Mon., Sept. 26, Morning Rosh Hashanah, Day 1, 9:30 a.m.
Tues., Sept. 27, Rosh Hashanah Day 2, morning, 9:30 a.m.;
Thurs., Sept. 29, Lunch & learn, noon
Thurs. Sept. 29, morning service, 8 a.m.
Tues, Oct. 4, Kol Nidrei, 7 p.m.
Wednes., Oct 5, Yom Kippur, 10 a.m.; Neilah, 6 p.m.

Chabad-Lubavitch of North Orlando (Orthodox)
Rabbi Yanky Majesky
All services held at The Westin, 2974 International Pkwy
Lake Mary
www.jewishnorthorlando.com
407-636-5994
Sunday, Sept. 25, Erev Rosh Hashanah, 7 p.m.
Mon. Sept. 26, Morning Rosh Hashanah, Day 1, traditional 

pre-service, 9 a.m.; morning service, 9:30 a.m.; traditional 
mincha, 6 p.m.; 15-minute shofar service, 6:30 p.m.; Tashlich, 
7 p.m.

Mon. Sept. 26, Evening Rosh Hashanah, Day 1, 7:45 p.m.
Tues. Sept. 27, Rosh Hashanah Day 2, traditional pre-service, 

9 a.m.; morning service, 9:30 a.m.; Mincha, followed by soul-
ful Chassidic melodies, 7 p.m.; Mariv and Havdalah, 7:15 p.m.

Tues. Oct. 4, Kol Nidrei, 7 p.m.
Wednes., Oct. 5, Yom Kippur morning services and Yizkor, 

9 a.m.; Mincha, 5:30 p.m.; Neilah, 6:30 p.m. followed by mariv 
and havdalah, 7:42 p.m.

Chabad of South Orlando (Orthodox)
Rabbi Yosef Konikov
Services will be held at:
7347 W. Sand Lake Road
Orlando
www.jewishorlando.com
Mon. Sept. 26, Morning Rosh Hashanah, Day 1, 9 a.m.
Mon. Sept. 26, Evening Rosh Hashanah, Day 1, 7:45 p.m.
Tues. Sept. 27, Rosh Hashanah Day 2, morning, 9 a.m.;
Wed. Sept. 28, Fast – Gedalia, 8 a.m.; Shofar, 10:30 a.m.
Thurs. Sept. 29, morning service, 8 a.m.
Wednes., Oct. 5, Yom Kippur morning service, 9 a.m.; Mincha 

& Neilah, 5:15 p.m.

Congregation Bet Chaim (Reform)
Services held at:
Oviedo Women’s Club
414 King Street
Oviedo, Fla. 32765
407-830-7211
www.betchaim.org
Sunday, Sept. 25, Erev Rosh Hashanah 7:30 p.m.
Mon., Sept. 26, Rosh Hashanah morning 10 a.m., 
Tues., Oct. 4, Kol Nidre, 7:30 p.m.
Wednes. Oct. 5, Yom Kippur morning service, 10 a.m.; 

afternoon service, 2:30 p.m.; Yizkor/Memorial Service, 4:30 
p.m.; concluding service immediately following

Congregation Beth Sholom of Leesburg (Reform/Conser-
vative)

Rabbi/Cantor Karen Allen
315 North 13th St.
Leesburg, FL
Bethsholomflorida.org
Sunday, Sept. 25, Erev Rosh Hashanah, 7 p.m.
Mon., Sept. 26, Rosh Hashanah service, 10 a.m.
Tues., Sept. 27, Rosh Hashanah II service, 10 a.m.
Tues., Oct. 4, Kol Nidre, 7 p.m.
Wednes., Oct. 5, Yom Kippur service and Yizkor, 10 a.m.; 

Neilah and Shofar, 5:15 p.m.

Congregation of Reform Judaism (Reform)
Rabbi Steven W. Engel
Cantor Bryce Megdal
928 Malone Dr.
Orlando, Fla. 407-645-0444
www.crjorlando.org
Sunday, Sept. 25, Erev Rosh Hashanah service, 8 p.m.
Mon., Sept. 26, Rosh Hashanah Day 1, morning service, 

9:30 a.m.; Family service 2 p.m., Tashlich at The Springs, 5 
p.m. (Outdoors)

Tues., Oct 4, Erev Yom Kippur, Kol Nidre, 8 p.m.
Wednes., Oct. 5, Yom Kippur, morning service, 9:30 a.m.; 

Family service, 2 p.m.; Yizkor, 4 p.m.; Healing service, 5 p.m.; 
Neilah, 6 p.m

Congregation Ohev Shalom (Conservative)
COS offers in-person and online worship services.
Rabbi Geoffrey Spector
Cantor Weber
613 Concourse Pkwy. S.,
Maitland, Fla. 407-298-4650
www.ohevshalom.org
Sunday, Sept. 25, Erev Rosh Hashanah service 5:30 p.m. 
Mon., Sept. 26, Rosh Hashanah morning service 9 a.m. 

and 7:15 p.m.
Tues., Sept. 27, Rosh Hashanah II service 9 a.m.; Children’s 

Family service, 9:30 a.m. and 10:30 a.m.; Havdalah, 7:40 p.m.
Tues., Oct. 4, Kol Nidre, 6:30 p.m.
Wednes., Oct. 5, Yom Kippur, 9 a.m.; Yizkor, 1:30 p.m.; at 5:30 

p.m. Mincha/ Neilah/ Maariv; Havdallah/Final Shofar, 7:31 p.m.

Southwest Orlando Jewish Congregation (Conservative)
Rabbi Grace Gleason
Hazzan Louis Goldman
11200 S. Apopka Vineland Rd.
Orlando Fla. 407-239-5444
www.sojc.org
Sunday, Sept. 25, Erev Rosh Hashanah service, 7 p.m. 
Mon., Sept. 26, Rosh Hashanah morning service, 9 a.m.; 

Maariv, 7 p.m.
Tues., Sept. 27, Rosh Hashanah II service, 9 a.m.
Sunday, Oct. 2, Tashlich, noon
Tues., Oct. 4, Kol Nidre, 6:45 p.m.
Wed., Oct. 5, Yom Kippur service, 9 a.m.; Neilah, 5 p.m.

Temple Israel (Conservative)
Rabbi Joshua Neely
Guest Cantor Paul L. DuBro
50 S. Moss Rd.
Winter Springs, Fla. 407-647-3055
www.tiflorida.org
Sun., Sept. 25, Erev Rosh Hashanah service, 7 p.m.
Mon., Sept. 26, Rosh Hashanah morning service, 9 a.m., 

Tashlich, 5:45 p.m. 
Tues., Sept. 27, Rosh Hashanah II morning service, 9 a.m. 
Tues., Oct. 4, Mincha before Kol Nidre, 6:15 p.m.; Kol Nidre, 

6:30 p.m.
Wednes., Oct. 5, Yom Kippur, 9 a.m.; Yizkor, 11:50 a.m.; 

Mincha, 4:30 p.m.; Community memorial, 6:20 p.m.; End of 
Yom Kippur, 7:35 p.m.

Traditional Congregation of Mount Dora (Traditional)
Rabbi Hayyim Solomon
848 North Donnelly
Mount Dora, Fla. 352-735-4774
www.tcomd.org
Sunday, Sept. 25, Erev Rosh Hashanah, 7 p.m
Mon., Sept. 26, Rosh Hashanah service, 9 a.m.; evening 

service, 8 p.m.
Tues., Sept. 27, Rosh Hashanah II, 9 a.m.
Tues., Oct. 4, Kol Nidre, 6:30 p.m.
Wednes., Oct. 5, Yom Kippur, 9 a.m.; afternoon service, 5 p.m.

By Gabe Stutman

(J. Jewish News of North-
ern California via JTA) — The 
founder of the American 
extremist group Goyim 
Defense League says he was 
arrested in Poland this week 
after demonstrating in front 
of the Auschwitz-Birkenau 
former extermination and 
concentration camp.

Jon Minadeo Jr. posted 
about his arrest on Gab, the 
social media platform favored 
by right-wing extremists 
barred from other platforms, 
on Sunday. He said he had 
been charged with “(((Hate 
Speech))) regarding Aush-
witz,” using a parenthetical 
notation adopted by neo-
Nazis to identify Jews online 
and misspelling the Nazi 
concentration camp in which 
more than 1 million people 
were murdered during the 
Holocaust.

The Polish national police 
did not immediately respond 
to a request for comment. 

But the Polish penal code 
includes penalties for anyone 
who “propagates a fascist or 
another totalitarian state 
or calls for hatred against 
national, ethnic, racial or 
religious differences.”

Minadeo had posted pic-
tures of himself and a fellow 
Goyim Defense League mem-
ber, Robert Wilson, holding 
posters outside Auschwitz’s 
notorious front gate. The 
posters contained lewd and 
derogatory messages about 
the Anti-Defamation League, 
the Jewish civil rights group 
that is a frequent Goyim 
Defense League target.

“We must continue expos-
ing the Jewish anti-white 
propaganda! That for decades 
has conditioned our people 
to be slaves for the Jews,” 
Minadeo wrote on Gab when 
posting the photographs. 
His post attacked the ADL 
as “an anti-white terrorist 
organization” and says the 
Holocaust is “a f—ing hoax.”

The post garnered more 

than 850 “likes” and en-
thusiastic expressions of 
encouragement. Some also 
left words of warning: “Hope 
you left already, in Europe 
they can arrest you for s— 
you said in America,” one 
user wrote.

If Minadeo was indeed 
arrested for his demonstra-
tion at Auschwitz, it would 
likely be the first time that 
the antisemitic influencer 
has publicly faced legal 
repercussions for spreading 
antisemitic propaganda. Un-
like the United States, Poland 
criminalizes certain forms of 
hate speech, and the coun-
try’s laws reference Nazism 
and fascism specifically.

Minadeo is  par t of  a 
crop of provocateurs com-
bining white supremacist 
and neo-Nazi beliefs with 
online trolling who have 
significant followings. He 
hosts near-daily livestreams 
for 4,200 followers on his 
website Goyim TV; peri-
odically engages in what 

he calls “activism,” hang-
ing antisemitic banners on 
highway overpasses that 
blame Jews for fomenting a 
“race war,” for example; and 
orchestrates a nationwide 
flyer campaign. Antisemitic 
flyers distributed by Goyim 
Defense League members 
— often in plastic baggies, 
weighted down with rice or 
pebbles — have been re-
ported in dozens of locations 
across the United States.

The Goyim Defense League 
first gained national atten-
tion in 2018 after successful-
ly duping NFL quarterback 
Brett Favre into recording an 
antisemitic video on Cameo; 
the Hall of Famer later apolo-
gized. Last year, the group 
was responsible for at least 
74 propaganda incidents in 
the United States, according 
to the ADL.

The incident at Auschwitz 
was not the only one where 
Minadeo boasted about his 
provocations during his 
travels. He documented 

his vacation to Poland in a 
number of other photos and 
videos — including one in 
which he verbally attacks a 
South Asian man for more 
than 4 minutes.

The video, which went viral 
on Reddit, bore the headline 
“American tourist in Poland 
goes on racial tirade against 
Indian guy.” It shows Minad-
eo, who espouses the “Great 
Replacement” theory — that 
Jews are orchestrating mass 
migration to European coun-
tries to dilute white popula-
tions — harassing the man 
on a sidewalk. He calls the 
man an “invader” and tells 
him to go back to India. 
“Why are you in Poland? Why 
are you here?” Minadeo says 
while following him. “You 
have your own country.”

A different video posted on 
Gab shows Minadeo sitting 
on a restaurant patio. He is 
wearing a “white pride” T-
shirt and a long, gold-colored 
swastika necklace, when a 
tall man in a tartan blazer 

approaches him and tells 
him it is illegal to display a 
swastika in Poland.

The man turns and walks 
away. Minadeo follows him 
inside the restaurant, record-
ing him.

“Who makes it illegal?” 
Minadeo asks. “The Polish 
government,” the man re-
plies. “No, the Jewish govern-
ment,” Mindeo responds. He 
calls the man a “cuck,” a term 
used by right-wing internet 
users to describe weak men, 
and a “f—ing pussy” before 
asking if he would like to “go 
outside” to fight.

In the subsequent picture 
that Minadeo posted after he 
said he had been arrested, 
his swastika necklace was 
gone. He said he had been 
handcuffed and fined before 
being released, but with his 
computer confiscated — 
temporarily, he said.

A version of this article 
originally appeared in J. The 
Jewish News of Northern 
California.bf

Goyim Defense League founder arrested in 
Poland after demonstrating outside Auschwitz
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Central Florida Synagogues
Orlando Weekday Morning Minyan (Conservative/Egalitarian), services Monday-

Friday 7:45 a.m. (9 a.m.—national holidays); 2nd floor Chapel—Jewish Academy of Orlando; 
851 N. Maitland Ave., Maitland. For information call 407-298-4650.

Celebration Jewish Congregation (R), services and holiday schedules shown at www.
JewishCelebration.org; 407-479-8377.

Chabad at UCF (O), 600 Oak Cir., Oviedo, FL 32765, 407-949-8838, www.jewishucf.com.
Chabad Lubavitch of North Orlando (O), 1701 Markham Woods Road, Longwood, 

407-636-5994, www.jewishorlando.com; services: Mon-Fri 7:30 a.m. Friday night winter 6 
p.m.; Summar 7:00 p.m.; Saturday at 9:30 a.m.; Sunday at 8 a.m.

Chabad of Altamonte Springs (O), 195 S. Westmonte Dr., Suite 1126, Altamonte 
Springs, 407-720-8111; www.jewishaltamonte.com; Friday evening Kabbalat Shabbat at 
sunset and Shabbat Morning 9:30 a.m.; In person services

Chabad of Greater Orlando (O), 708 Lake Howell Rd., Maitland, 407-644-2500; www.
chabadorlando.org; services: Sunday, 9 a.m.; Monday-Friday, 7:30 a.m.; Shabbat services: 
Friday, 6:30 p.m.; Saturday, 9:30 a.m.; Family service, 4th Friday of the month.

Chabad of South Lake County (O), P.O. Box 120605, Clermont, FL 34712, 352-717-
4119; www.jewishsl.com; In person services

Chabad of South Orlando (O), 7347 Sand Lake Road, Orlando, 407-354-3660; www.
jewishorlando.com; To be added to the CAY chat and get updates pon services and events 
please send a message to Rabbi Dubov at 407-529-8256 (times may vary); In person services

Chabad of the Space & Treasure Coasts (O), 1190 Highway A1A, Satellite Beach 
and 7350 Lake Andrew Drive, Melbourne, 321-777-2770.

Chabad Student Center (O), 1276 Richmond Rd., Winter Park, FL 32789; winter-
parkjewishstudent.org, 330-861-8770 - In person services

Congregation Bet Chaim (R), 181 E. Mitchell Hammock, Oviedo, 407-830-7211; www.
betchaim.org; Shabbat services: Friday, 8 p.m.

Congregation Beth Am (C), 1470 Myrtle Lake Hills Road, Longwood, 407-862-3505; 
www.congbetham.org; Shabbat services: Friday, 7:30 p.m.; Saturday, 9:30 a.m.

Congregation Beth Emeth (R), 2205 Blue Sapphire Circle, Orlando, 407-222-6393; 
Shabbat service: monthly, 8 p.m.

Congregation Beth Israel (Rec), Collins Resource Center, Suite 303, 9401 S.R. 200, 
Ocala, 352-237-8277; bethisraelocala.org; Shabbat service, second Friday of the month, 8 p.m.

Congregation Beth Sholom (R-C), 315 North 13th St., Leesburg, 352-326-3692; www.
bethsholomflorida.org; schedule of services on website.

Congregation Beth Shalom (Progressive Conservative), 1308 E. Normandy Blvd., 
Deltona; 386-804-8283; www.mybethshalom.com; Call for more information.

Congregation B’nai Torah (C), 403 N. Nova Rd., Ormond Beach, 32174, 386-672-1174; 
www.mybnaitorah.com; Shabbat services: Friday, 7:30 p.m.; Saturday, 10 a.m.

Congregation Chabad Lubavitch of Greater Daytona (O), 1079 W. Granada Blvd., 
Ormond Beach, 386-672-9300; Shabbat services Friday, 7:30 p.m.; Saturday, 10 a.m.

Congregation of Reform Judaism (R), 928 Malone Dr., Orlando, 407-645-0444; 
www.crjorlando.org: Shabbat services, 7 p.m. 1st, 2nd and 3rd Fridays; 6 p.m., 4th and 5th 
Fridays; Saturday: 10 a.m.

Congregation Ohev Shalom (C), 613 Concourse Parkway South, Maitland, 407-298-
4650; www.ohevshalom.org; Shabbat service, Friday, 7:30 p.m.; Saturday, 9:30 a.m.

Congregation Shalom Aleichem (R), 3501 Oak Pointe Blvd., Kissimmee, 407-935-
0064; www.shalomaleichem.com; Shabbat service, 1st and 3rd Fridays of the month, 8 p.m.

Congregation Shomer Ysrael (C), 5382 Hoffner Ave., Orlando, 407-227-1258, call for 
services and holiday schedules.

Congregation Sinai (C/R), 1200 W. Broad St., Groveland, FL; 352-243-5353; congre-
gation-sinai.org; services: every Friday, 7:30 p.m.; Shabbat Service evert Saturday, 10 a.m.

Orlando Torah Center (O), 8591 Banyan Blvd., Orlando; 347-456-6485; Shacharis-
Shabbos 9 a.m.; Mon.—Thurs. 6:45 a.m.; Sun. and Legal Holidays 8 a.m.; Mincha/Maariv 
Please call for times.

Southwest Orlando Jewish Congregation/Ohalei Rivka (C), 11200 S. Apopka-
Vineland Rd., Orlando, 407-239-5444; Shabbat service, Friday, 7:30 p.m.; Saturday, 9:30 a.m.

Temple Beth El (R) / Temple Israel (C), 579 N. Nova Rd., Ormond Beach, 386-675-
6615 / 386-252-3097; Friday Shabbat Service 7 p.m.; Saturday 10 a.m.

Temple Beth Shalom (R), P.O. Box 031233, Winter Haven, 813-324-2882.
Temple Beth Shalom (C), 40 Wellington Drive, Palm Coast, 386-445-3006; Shabbat 

service, Friday, 8 p.m.; Saturday, 9 a.m.
Temple Beth Sholom (C), 5995 N. Wickham Rd. Melbourne, 321-254-6333; www.

mytbs.org; Shabbat services: Friday, 7 p.m.; Saturday: 9:30 a.m. Minyan, Tuesday, 7:30 p.m.; 
Thursday, 10:00 a.m.

Temple Beth Shalom (R), 1109 N.E. 8th Ave., Ocala, 352-629-3587; Shabbat services: 
Friday, 8 p.m.; Torah study: Saturday, 10:00 a.m.

Temple B’nai Darom (R), 49 Banyan Course, Ocala, 352-624-0380; Friday Services 8 p.m.
Temple Israel (C), 50 S. Moss Rd., Winter Springs, 407-647-3055; www.tiflorida.org; 

Shabbat services: Friday, 7:30 p.m.; Saturday, 9:30 a.m.; Sunday 9:00 a.m.
Temple Israel (R), 7300 Lake Andrew Drive, Melbourne, 321-631-9494.
Temple Israel of DeLand (R), 1001 E. New York Ave., DeLand, 386-736-1646; www.

templeisraelofdeland.org; Friday Shabbat service, 7 p.m.; Saturday, 10:00 a.m. followed by 
Torah study.

Temple Shalom (formerly New Jewish Congregation) (R), 13563 Country Road 
101, Oxford, 352-748-1800; www.templeshalomcentralfl.org;  Shabbat services: Friday, 7 
p.m.; last Saturday of the month, 9:30 a.m.

Temple Shalom of Deltona (R/C), 1785 Elkcam Blvd., Deltona, 386-789-2202; www.
shalomdeltona.org; Shabbat service; Saturday: 10 a.m.

Temple Shir Shalom (R) Services held at Temple Israel, 50 S. Moss Rd., Winter 
Springs, 407-366-3556, www.templeshirshalom.org; Shabbat services: Fridays, 7:30 
p.m. on Zoom.

Traditional Congregation of Mount Dora (T) Mount Dora, 352-735-4774; www.
tcomd.org; Shabbat services: Saturday, 9:30 a.m. sharp.

(R) Reform (C) Conservative (O) Orthodox (Rec) Reconstructionist (T) Mehitsa

Lifecycles 5782
Obituaries

Judith “Judi” Addelston
Jerry Adelman

Miriam Machela Apfel
Beth Michele Balog Berger

Lillian Sweet Berkowitz
Sybil Biales

Sheldon M. Blattner
Genrietta E. Chernaya
Rita Cassel Coenson

Melvin Edward Cohen, M.D.
Dr. Morton Arthur Diamond

Barry Dvorchik
Ruth S. Elson

Sara Snyder Epstein
Steven Etzkin

Howard A. Forman
Charles C. Gamson

Richard Earl Gardner
Hannah B. Glaser

Lynn Judith “Judy” Godorov
Joseph Irwin Goldstein

Elli Mae Goodman
Mary Lou Goss

Jacqueline Greenblatt
Jeffrey Halperin
Dr. Art Hillman

Stephen “Steve” Weldon Horne
Alan Mark Jacobs

Jymmie Lynn Jacobson
Harvey Kahan
Marilyn Kaplan
Lorne Kravetsky

Edwin Joel Leffler

Sally Dreyer Lessure
Dr. Irene Moss Lober

Arlene Rubenstein Ludin
Sonia M. Mandell

Gloria Max
Rodolfo “Rudy” Silvio Mingelgrun

Alan Moss
David P. Newman
Lenore Pritzker

James Mark Rosenblum
Gary Frederick Roth, Sr

Marilyn Mirsky Rothman
Victoria Roussman

Evin Rubin
Chris Schafer

Joan Sharri Lowy Schwam
Lois F. Silverberg
Marla Lynn Sinert
Michael Lee Smith

Rona Snyder
Mollie Matza Solomon
Marilyn Rae Tummins

Lauren Ellen Shaeffer-Vandivier
Sharon Ruth Ganz-Shafir
Malka Brenner Webman

Sydney Weimer
Geraldine Hannah Weiner

Brittany Wilkins
Fern (Weinstein) Woldman

Thomas E. Wolfe
Gertrude R. (Trudy) Zarek 

Elisheva Pinhas Zeira

By Jacob Gurvis

(JTA) — The 103rd season 
of the National Football 
League kicks off on Thursday, 
and there are a number of 
Jewish players to keep an eye 
on this year.

These are all of the Jew-
ish players on NFL rosters 
entering Week 1 (listed in 
alphabetical order) and a few 
free agents who hope to return 
to the action soon.

Did we miss anyone? Give 
us a shout at sports@jta.org. 

• Jake Curhan, Seattle Se-
ahawks offensive tackle

This Jewish summer camp 
alum and self-described “Bear 
Jew” — possibly a reference 
to “Inglorious Basterds,” or 
his 6-foot-6 and 315-pound 
frame, or both — is starting 
his second season with the 
Seahawks, who signed Curhan 
as an undrafted free agent 
last year. The 24-year-old 
appeared in 15 games in his 
rookie season, starting five at 
right tackle. Curhan will be an 
important piece on Seattle’s 
offensive line this season.

• A.J. Dillon, Green Bay 
Packers running back

The former Boston College 
star is entering his third season 
in the NFL, where he is the 
second-string running back 
for Green Bay. Dillon rushed 
803 yards last season with 
five rushing touchdowns and 
two receiving touchdowns. 
He spoke about his Jewish 
identity at the BBYO Jewish 
teen movement convention 
earlier this year — mentioning 
the time his mother joked that 
he “better be really good at this 
football thing,” to justify how 
much Hebrew School he had to 
miss. Dillon has also made viral 
TikToks about being Jewish.

• Michael Dunn, Cleveland 
Browns offensive lineman

Dunn begins his third 
season with the Browns as a 
backup lineman after playing 
at the University of Maryland 
— which has one of the larg-
est Jewish student bodies in 
the country. Prior to his time 
in Cleveland, Dunn bounced 
around with other NFL teams, 
the now-defunct Alliance of 
American Football and even 
the XFL. Dunn has appeared 
in 20 NFL games, including 
two starts.

• Anthony Firkser, Atlanta 
Falcons tight end

After four years with the 
Tennessee Titans, Firkser 
heads to Atlanta this season, 
where he slates in as the 
second-string tight end. The 
Harvard alum — who had a 
bar mitzvah growing up in 
New Jersey and loves latkes — 
has started one game in each 
of the last three seasons and 
has scored five career touch-
downs. Firkser is close with 
Greg Joseph (see below), a fel-
low Maccabiah Games alum, 
from their time together on 
the Tennessee Titans in 2019.

• Greg Joseph, Minnesota 
Vikings kicker

The South African-born 
Jewish day school grad is 
in his second season as the 
Vikings’ starting kicker. Jo-
seph has sought out Jewish 
communities in each city 
he’s called home throughout 
his career, and last season he 
enjoyed an 87 percent field 
goal percentage, punctuated 
by a game-winner against 
the Packers in November.

• Josh Rosen, Cleveland 
Browns quarterback

The former UCLA star and 
10th overall pick in the 2018 
draft — the first great Jew-
ish quarterback star hope in 
decades — has spent most of 
his young career behind high-
profile QBs on the depth chart. 

This season, Rosen begins 
the season on the Browns 
practice squad, after failing 
to earn a roster spot during 
the preseason — despite an 
opening on the team after its 
starting quarterback Deshaun 
Watson was suspended for 11 
games over sexual miscon-
duct allegations. In 24 career 
games, the 25-year-old Rosen 
has not shined when given his 
chances: he has a measly 54 
percent completion percent-
age and more interceptions 
(21) than touchdowns (12).
Free agents — and one 
wild card

Two additional players — 
veteran Nate Ebner and Sam 
Sloman — are currently 
unsigned free agents. 

Ebner, a safety and special 
teams player, is a three-time 
Super Bowl champion who 
spent eight years with the 
New England Patriots before 
joining the New York Giants 
in 2020. He wrote an essay 
about his experience visit-
ing Israel for the first time 
in 2019.

Sloman, a placekicker who 
was drafted by the Rams in 
2020 and has also played 
for the Titans, was waived 
from the Pittsburgh Steelers 
practice squad in May. While 
at Miami University in Ohio, 
Sloman’s teammates called 
him the “Kosher Canon.”

There’s also Julian Edel-
man, the retired Patriots star 
wide receiver who continues 
to drop hints about a possible 
comeback. The Super Bowl 
LIII MVP recently said he 
feels “extremely better than 
I did the last year-and-a-half 
of my career.”

Finally, two Jewish Super 
Bowl champions fans will 
not see this season: Mitchell 
Schwartz and Ali Marpet, who 
both retired this offseason.

All the Jewish NFL players 
to watch this season
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5782 Community Year in Review
September 2021

Southwest Orlando Jewish 
Congregation started the year 
off with a new student rabbi, 
Rabbi David Chapman. Before 
he became a rabbi, he had a 
successful year in the theatre. 
His first Broadway show was 
“The Addams Family” musical 
with Nathan Lane and Bebe 
Neuwirth. 

Jewish Family Services of 
Orlando formed a partnership 
with Central Florida Hillel. A 
JFS mental health therapist 
became available for open 
hours in Hillel’s Wellness 
Lounge, which was funded by 
a grant from the Jewish Fed-
eration of Greater Orlando.

Theresa Evans became the 
executive director of the Jew-
ish Academy of Orlando, com-
pleting the leadership team 
of Amy Polacek, principal, 
and Emily Watson, director 
of Jewish Life.

Kenneth Hanson, profes-
sor and program director of 
Judaic Studies at UCF, was 
invested into the Tess and 
Abe Wise Endowed Profes-
sorship in Judaic Studies. An 
expert on the Dead Sea Scrolls 
and author of several books, 
Hansen was recognized for 
his accomplishments and his 
investiture allows him to ad-
vance his work and research.
November 2021

In an effort to be more 
involved in the Southwest 
community, the Rosen JCC 
Executive Director Reuben 
Romirowsky developed the 
concept of a Town Square. 
With 272 children enrolled in 
the Early Childhood Learning 
Center, and 32 languages spo-
ken there, Romirowsky still 
did not see the JCC as a part 
of the whole community. “No 
one organization can do this 
alone,” he said, “but with other 
nonprofit partners we will be 
a coalition that will create 
new programs and services 
for every stage of the life cyle.”
December 2021

The community study, 
commissioned by the Jew-
ish Federation of Greater 
Orlando, was finally available for review.  The 104-page study 
revealed the community had grown to about 51,400 people.

Chabad Orlando once again lit up the Amway Center with 
its Grant Menorah . “there is no better place to promote the 
message of Chanukah than 
the Amway Center in front of 
tens of thougsands of people,” 
said Rabbi Tzviky Dubov.

Longtime Orlando resident 
Sonia (Sunny) Mandell passed 
away of Dec. 13, 2021. She was 
married to Lester Mandell, 
z”l, and became the first indi-
vidual to raise over $1 million 
dollars for the Orlando Jewish 
community.
January 2022

Marvin Friedman renewed 
his Jewish identity with a 
second bar mitzvah on Jan. 
8, 2022. He was first called to 
the Torah in 1955 in Cincin-
nati, Ohio.
February 2022

The Kinneret Council on 
Aging recognized this year’s 8 over 80 honorees: Michael 
Wheeler, Sherman, Miller, Simon, Snyder, Gene Gosephs, Dr. 
Elian Norman, Ann Polasek, Pearl Halikman and Barbara Gold.

Theresa Evans

Kenneth Hanson wearing 
the medallion he received at 
his investiture ceremony.

Dr. Reuben Romiroswky

Shown here (l-r): Rabbis Yanky Majesky, Matan, Yosef 
Konikov, Levik Dubov, Dovid Dubov, Sholom Dubov and 
Tzviky Dubov.

Sonia (Sunny) Mandell

The Kinneret Council on Aging’s 8 over 80 honorees for 
2022 (standing l-r): Michael Wheeler, Sherman Miller, Simon 
Snyder, Gene Josephs, (seated l-r): Dr. Eliane Norman, Ann 
Polasek, Pearl Halikman and Barbara Gold.

Cantor Allan Robuck

Marvin Friedman

Dr. Rita Bornstein

The Jewish Federation of 
Greater Orlando received 
$150,000 in state funds to 
secure a new security system 
for the campus.
March 2022

Congregation Ohev Shalom 
honored Cantor Allan Robuck 
with a gala and concert, “From 
Bimah to Broadway.”

The Ginsburg Family Foun-
dation awarded $40 million 
to three local organizations, 
focusing on diversity, equity 
and inclusion: Nemours Chil-
dren’s Health, the Holocaust 
Museum for Hope & Human-
ity, and the University of 
Central Florida.

Six teens traveled to New 
York for the 14th annual CTeen Shabbaton, an international 
gathering of close to 3,000 Jewish teens. Led by Rabbi Yanky 
Majesky of Chabad North Orlando and Mrs. Fraidy Dubov 
of Chabad of Greater Orlando, the teens were treated to a 
thrilling, non-stop program with tours of Manhattan, in-
spiring Shabbat meals, talks 
by renowned speakers and a 
highly anticipated closing 
ceremony.
April 2022

The Holocaust Memo-
rial Resource & Education 
Center honored Dr. Rita 
Bornstein with the Tess Wise 
White Rose Award at it an-
nual event.
May 2022

A communitywide event, 
hosted by the COS Men’s 
Club and Sisterhood, was 
held to support humanitar-
ian efforts for the people 
of Ukraine. Mentalist Mark 
Stone, who would not accept 
pay for his performance, was 
the entertainment.  The 
event raised over $11,500 for the people of Ukraine.

Central Florida Hillel celebrated its 20th anniversary with 
a special dinner honoring those who made it possible. The 
event highlighted CFH’s achievements as well as the lead-

ership, vision and generosity of the Alan Ginsburg family, 
Marc Katzen and Hank Katzen.
June 2022

The Orlando Torah Academy celebrated its 12th year with 
almost 150 students from preschool through eighth grade. 
The gala dinner honored Dr. and Mrs. Alan and Shari Wladis 
and Rabbi Michoel and Mrs. Elisheva Rennert.

Tess Wise, founder of the Holocaust Memorial Resource & 
Education Center, celebrated her 99th birthday on June 6. 

Tess Wise flanked by her daughter Ellen and son-in-law 
Mark Lang.

July 2022
The Holocaust Center 

recruited a new CEO. Talli 
Dippold took the helm July 
1, taking over from interim 
CEO Shelley Lauten.

Going for the gold at the 
Maccabiah Games were the 
Cohen family of Winter Park 
— dad, Dr. Dan Cohen and 
his two sons, Zachary and 
Nathaniel had qualified for 
the tennis teams, while wife 
Esther and daughters Ela 
and Talya cheered them on.

Southwest Orlando Jew-
ish Congregation welcomed 
Rabbi Grace Gleason has the 
community’s new student 
rabbi.
August 2022

Dr. Edward Zissman was 
presented the Heritage’s Hu-
man Service Award for the 
tremendous amount of work 
he has done for more than 50 
years in the Orlando Jewish 
community, including being 
instrumental in the forma-
tion of the Jewish Academy of 
Orlando and the PJ Library, 
among many other things. 

Congregation Ohev Sha-
lom introduced its new rabbi 
to the community, Rabbi 
Geoffrey Spector.

The Florida Press As-
sociation awarded Heritage 
Florida Jewish News editor 
Christine DeSouza second 
place in the Serious Column 

category for her article titled 
“Substance use disorder is a 
community problem,” (June 
4, 2021), and columnist 
Mel Pearlman received a 
second-place award in the 
Louis Rapoport Award for 
Excellence in Commentary 
category from the American 
Jewish Press Association for 
three articles.

The Jewish Federation and 
The Roth Family JCC merged 
to become Shalom Orlando.

Temple Israel was rec-
ognized by the Governor’s 
Faith and Community Based 
Initiative for their work in 
serving vulnerable popula-
tions in the community.

Talli Dippold

Rabbi Grace Gleason

Rabbi Geoffrey Spector
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Weekly roundup of world briefs
Bennett tells supporters he 
has ‘no plans’ to return to 
politics

(JNS) — Alternate Israeli 
Prime Minister Naftali Ben-
nett has told his supporters 
that he has no plans to run 
in the country’s upcoming 
general election, Israeli me-
dia reported on Sunday.

The announcement comes 
after Channel 12 reported on 
Friday that Bennett had been 
presented with a series of 
polls indicating that a party 
led by him would succeed in 
crossing the electoral thresh-
old in November.

According to the figures, 
the would-be party could 
become the kingmaker dur-
ing the formation of Israel’s 
next government. Such a 
party would, according to 
the polls, take votes away 
from the parties led by Israeli 
Prime Minister Yair Lapid 
and Defense Minister Benny 
Gantz.

According to the research, 
Bennett would also obtain 
votes from a number of unde-
cided voters, the majority of 
whom belong to the national 
religious camp.

Bennett told Channel 12 in 
May that he had yet to make 
a definitive decision about 
his political future, but that 
he would like to return at 
some point. “I think I was a 
prime minister who tried to 
do good for his people and his 
country,” he said at the time.
German president ac-
knowledges responsibility 
for 1972 Munich attack, 
aftermath

(JNS) — German President 
Frank-Walter Steinmeier on 
Sunday admitted to feeling 
shame over the fact that it 
took Berlin 50 years to reach 
a compensation agreement 
with the families of the Israeli 
victims of the 1972 Munich 
Olympics terror attack.

Speaking beside Israeli 
President Isaac Herzog, who 
is currently in Germany for 
an official visit, Steinmeier 
said, “That it took 50 years 
to reach this agreement in 
the last [few] days is indeed 
shameful,” according to a 
report by AFP.

Disagreement over the 
German government’s pre-
vious offer to the victims’ 
relatives threatened to derail 
Monday’s memorial cer-
emony in Munich, with the 
families warning that they 
would boycott the event if 
the offer stood.

However, a settlement was 
reached on Aug. 31, with 
compensation totaling €28 
million.

At a state banquet in 
Herzog’s honor at Bellevue 
Palace in Berlin on Sunday, 
Steinmeier acknowledged 
that Germany bore a share 
of responsibility not only for 
the tragedy itself, but for its 
aftermath.

“Part of our responsibility 
as Germans is to shed light on 
the many unresolved issues, 
the blind spots of the attack 
in Munich—and also the 
blind spots in how we have 
dealt with the attack since 
then,” he said.

“For far too long, we did not 
want to acknowledge the pain 
of the bereaved families. And 
for far too long, we did not 
want to acknowledge that we, 
too, had to shoulder some of 
the responsibility: it was our 
job to ensure the safety of the 
Israeli athletes,” he added.

On Sept. 5, 1972, eight 
gunmen from the Palestin-
ian terrorist group Black 
September burst into the 
Israeli team’s Olympic village 
quarters, killing two Israelis 
and kidnapping nine.

All nine hostages, as well as 
eight terrorists and a German 
police officer, died during a 
botched rescue effort by West 
German police.

Over the years, victims’ 
relatives have worked hard 
to obtain an official apology 
from Germany, access to 
official papers and greater 
compensation than the €4.5 
million offered to the families 
of the 11 slain Olympians, the 
report noted.

“I came home with the 
coffins after the massacre,” 
Ankie Spitzer, whose hus-
band, fencing coach Andre 
Spitzer, was killed after be-
ing taken hostage, told AFP. 
“You don’t know what we’ve 
gone through for the past 
50 years.”
Israel advances plan to 
build 700 units in new 
East Jerusalem settlement
By Ron Kampeas

(JTA) — Israel’s govern-
ment advanced a plan to 
build as many as 700 new 
apartment units in a suburb 
of Jerusalem that opponents 
say encroaches on a Palestin-
ian village that straddles the 
country’s pre-1967 lines.

The Jerusalem planning 
and building committee on 
Monday approved a plan for 
a new neighborhood called 
Givat Shaked, which would 
include high-rise buildings 
that come right up to the 
edge of Beit Safafa — a village 
that was split from 1948 until 
1967, when Israel captured 
eastern Jerusalem in the 
Six-Day War.

Haaretz quoted residents 
of the village as saying that 
the intention appears to be 
to limit the growth of the 
Palestinian neighborhood 
while increasing the Jewish 
population in the disputed 
city. The new neighborhood 
appears aimed at attracting 
Jewish residents, including 
in its planning of a site for a 
synagogue.

Right-wing Jewish activ-
ists have objected to a new 
golden dome atop a mosque 
in Beit Safafa.

Israeli officials have said 
in the past that new building 
benefits all residents of Jeru-
salem. They note that there 
are Palestinians renting units 
in some of the neighborhoods 
built after 1967.

The new village would 
also inhibit any future plan 
to connect Beit Safafa to the 
West Bank, and it is seen 
as part of a plan to cut off 
southeastern Jerusalem from 
the West Bank.

The Biden administration 
hopes to preserve the pros-
pect of a two-state outcome 
to the Israeli-Palestinian 
conflict and objects to any 
building that would inhibit 
Palestinian statehood.
Israeli forces arrest 25 in 
Judea and Samaria raids; 
Palestinian sources claim 
one person killed

(JNS) — Israeli secu-
rity forces arrested 25 terror 
suspects across Judea and 
Samaria in a series of raids 
overnight Tuesday, according 
to the Israel Defense Forces. 
Illicit funds and weapons 
were also seized.

During a raid in the Fara’a 

refugee camp northeast of 
Nablus, IDF forces were fired 
upon and attacked with an 
improvised explosive device, 
the military said in a state-
ment. No Israeli casualties 
were reported. Palestinian 
sources reported that one 
person had been killed in 
the clash.

“A Palestinian claim of 
a casualty is known to us,” 
said the IDF.

Meanwhile, the Israel 
Security Agency (Shin Bet) 
announced on Wednesday 
that, together with the Israel 
Police, it had arrested over 
the past two months five 
Arab Israeli suspects on sus-
picion of assaulting a Jewish 
man during the May 2021 
widespread disturbances that 
erupted during “Operation 
Guardian of the Walls.”

In the May 12 incident, the 
victim, Mor Janashwili, was 
set upon by a mob that hurled 
stones and other objects at his 
car, and then pulled him out 
and assaulted him using clubs 
and metal bars before setting 
fire to the vehicle.

Janashwili lost conscious-
ness during the attack and 
was rushed to hospital, 
where he spent a considerable 
amount of time recovering, 
the Shin Bet said.

The five suspects have been 
charged and will stand trial. 
They join two other Acre 
residents who were arrested 
in May 2021 and charged.

The Shin Bet said it would 
not cease tracking down 
those involved in activities 
that endanger state security, 
including those who took part 
in violence during the May 
2021 disturbances.
Teacher posthumously 
honored in UK for saving 
children from Nazis in 
Prague

(JNS) — A bronze statue 
was unveiled in England in 
tribute to a British school-
teacher who helped 669 
children in Prague escape 
Nazi persecution.

Trevor Chadwick from Swa-
nage, England, assisted Sir 
Nicholas Winton in arranging 
for the children to travel safely 
to Britain in 1939 before and 
after the capital of the Czech 
Republic was occupied by 
Nazi German forces, accord-
ing to the Trevor Chadwick 
Memorial Trust. He was 
later nicknamed the “Purbeck 
Schindler” for his efforts. He 
died in 1979 at the age of 72.

Winton, who has also since 
died, previously called Chad-
wick “the real hero,” saying 
“he did the more difficult 
and dangerous work after the 
Nazis invaded … he deserves 
all praise. He managed things 
at the Prague end, organizing 
the children and the trains, 
and dealing with the SS and 
Gestapo.”

The statue unveiled in 
Chadwick’s hometown of 
Swanage on Aug. 29 features a 
child sleeping on his shoulder 
while the teacher holds the 
hand of another youngster 
who looks up at him. It over-
looks the recently renamed 
Trevor Chadwick Park and the 
Swanage Lifeboat Station, 
where he served as a crew 
member for several years.

The unveiling ceremony 
was attended by hundreds of 
guests, including Chadwick’s 
grandchildren and Winton’s 
son, Nick Winton.

Nick said that his father 
“would have been delighted 

to know that at long last 
there was something to com-
memorate the bravery and 
sacrifice of Trevor Chadwick,” 
reported Metro.

He added that “it is a fit-
ting tribute, and I think it 
is essential that people have 
a record of the extraordi-
nary contribution made by 
ordinary people like Trevor 
Chadwick to help others in 
need.”
Jewish group slams 
Greece Supreme Court 
vice president for backing 
Holocaust denier

(JNS) — The Central Board 
of Jewish Communities in 
Greece (KIS) is criticizing 
the appointment of the Greek 
Supreme Court’s new vice 
president for her previous 
support of an anti-Semite 
and Holocaust denier.

The Jewish group said on 
Sept. 2 regarding Marianthi 
Pagouteli’s position that it 
“expresses the strong resent-
ment of the Greek Jewry for 
the appointment at the high 
level of the Greek Justice of a 
person who cannot defend the 
declared position of the Greek 
State against anti-Semitism, 
even more so in the capacity 
of the vice president of the Su-
preme Court of our country.”

During the infamous trial 
in Greece of right-wing ex-
tremist author Konstantinos 
Plevris regarding his anti-
Semitic book Jews, the Whole 
Truth, Pagouteli, who was a 
judge of appeals at the time, 
joined the minority vote in 
support of his acquittal. In a 
32-page report explaining her 
vote, she justified Plevris’s 
views.

She reportedly noted that 
Plevris “did not designate a 
subhuman Jew as a Jew in 
general, but as a war crimi-
nal Jew” and that the author 
adopts “the Nazi view that 
the white race does not want 
Semites in Europe without 
intent to offend or provoke 
acts of violence.” 

She added that Plevris 
“rightly points out” how Jews 
who follow the teachings of 
the Talmud are “manifestly 
lacking in humanism.”

In the first edition of 
his book, Plevris, who was 
eventually convicted in the 
case, described himself as a 
“Nazi, fascist, anti-democrat, 
racist and anti-Semite,” and 
the “high priest” of Greek 
neo-Nazism.

Marianthi was condemned 
in 2013 for having an Inter-
net blog in which she denied 
the Holocaust, compared 
Zionists to Nazis and said 
she wished that Nazi leader 
Adolf Hitler would have 
“eradicated” all Jews.
Ben & Jerry’s redoubles 
efforts to block Israel ice-
cream deal

(JNS) — Ben & Jerry’s is 
reviving its efforts to reverse 
parent company Unilever’s 
decision to sell the ice-cream 
business in Israel.

According to two people 
familiar with the situation, 
the Vermont-based ice-cream 
company plans to file a re-
vised complaint in New York 
federal court in the coming 
weeks, reported Bloomberg.

The independent board 
of Ben & Jerry’s wants to 
terminate Unilever’s sale of 
its brand and trademark to 
local licensee Avi Zinger, as 
the agreement will allow the 
dessert products to be mar-
keted in Judea and Samaria.

Two weeks ago, U.S. Dis-
trict Judge Andrew L. Carter 
Jr. refused Ben & Jerry’s plea 
for an injunction to prevent 
the sale.

“Unilever’s feigned igno-
rance of the independent 
board’s authority over Ben 
& Jerry’s social mission 
stands in stark contrast with 
the explicit language of the 
merger agreement,” said Ben 
& Jerry’s attorney Shahmeer 
Halepota, according to the 
report.
Shekel falls to its lowest 
level versus dollar since 
July

(JNS) — The shekel has 
aga in been weakening, 
reaching its lowest level on 
Wednesday against the U.S. 
dollar since July.

In afternoon interbank 
trading, the shekel is up 0.85 
percent versus the dollar, 
trading at NIS 3.445/$, and 
up 0.32 percent against the 
euro, trading at NIS 3.402/€.

According to a report in the 
Israeli business daily Globes, 
Bank Hapoalim chief finan-
cial-market strategist Modi 
Shafrir said: “If we look at 
the shekel against the dol-
lar, it looks like the trend is 
downwards but against the 
basket of major currencies, 
the shekel is still very strong.”

Shafrir added that “when 
the markets fall, as is happen-
ing now, they buy dollars. The 
institutional investors are 
exposed to overseas markets 
through contracts and by 
buying dollars they increase 
their collateral.”
Israel advances plan to 
build 700 units in Jeru-
salem neighborhood that 
opponents say encroaches 
on Palestinian village
By Ron Kampeas

(JTA) — Israel’s govern-
ment advanced a plan to 
build as many as 700 new 
apartment units in a suburb 
of Jerusalem that opponents 
say encroaches on a Palestin-
ian village that straddles the 
country’s pre-1967 lines.

The Jerusalem planning 
and building committee on 
Monday approved a plan for 
a new neighborhood called 
Givat Shaked, which would 
include high-rise buildings 
that come right up to the 
edge of Beit Safafa — a village 
that was split from 1948 until 
1967, when Israel captured 
eastern Jerusalem in the 
Six-Day War.

Haaretz quoted residents 
of the village as saying that 
the intention appears to be 
to limit the growth of the 
Palestinian neighborhood 
while increasing the Jewish 
population in the disputed 
city. The new neighborhood 
appears aimed at attracting 
Jewish residents, including 
in its planning of a site for a 
synagogue.

Right-wing Jewish activ-
ists have objected to a new 
golden dome atop a mosque 
in Beit Safafa.

Israeli officials have said 
in the past that new building 
benefits all residents of Jeru-
salem. They note that there 
are Palestinians renting units 
in some of the neighborhoods 
built after 1967.

The new village would 
also inhibit any future plan 
to connect Beit Safafa to the 
West Bank, and it is seen 
as part of a plan to cut off 
southeastern Jerusalem from 
the West Bank.

The Biden administration 

hopes to preserve the pros-
pect of a two-state outcome 
to the Israeli-Palestinian 
conflict and objects to any 
building that would inhibit 
Palestinian statehood.
Sisters who survived the 
Holocaust together die 
days apart in Alabama

(JNS) — Two sisters who 
survived the Holocaust to-
gether and moved to the 
United States have died days 
apart from one another in 
Birmingham, Ala.

Ruth Scheuer Siegler died 
on Sept. 3 at the age of 95 just 
10 days after her sister, Ilse 
Scheuer Nathan, died on Aug. 
23 at the age of 98, according 
to the Alabama Holocaust 
Education Center.

“They were always togeth-
er,” Ann Mollengarden, the 
center’s education director, 
told Al.com. “When Ilse died, 
I think Ruth was ready.”

The sisters were born in 
Germany and sent with their 
entire family to the Aus-
chwitz-Birkenau concentra-
tion camp, where their father 
died. Siegler and Nathan were 
separated at the camp from 
their mother and brother, 
whom they never saw again.

The sisters were assigned 
to work at Auschwitz. They 
went on a forced death 
march in February 1945 
and ultimately survived the 
Holocaust. Siegler was held 
prisoner in a total of five 
Nazi concentration camps, 
reported Al.com.

“The girls worked carry-
ing bricks from one end of 
the compound to the other 
for hours at a time [in Aus-
chwitz],” said a biography of 
the two women. “Ilse sewed 
gun covers and uniforms as 
well. Working close to the cre-
matory ovens, they saw the 
mountains of shoes. For the 
first time, they realized that 
their fellow prisoners were 
being killed and cremated.”

The sisters married fellow 
Holocaust survivors in 1949. 
Siegler and her husband 
moved to Birmingham in 
1960 to be near Nathan, who 
was already living in the area.

Siegler published the 
memoir “My Father’s Bless-
ing” in 2011 and the Siegler 
Fellowship, which helps 
students research Holocaust-
related topics, was created 
by her children on her 90th 
birthday.
Syrian opposition: IRGC 
building large base in east-
ern Syria for ‘advanced 
weapons’

(JNS) — The Syrian op-
position website Ayn Al-
Furat (“Eye of Euphrates”) 
asserts that Iran is construct-
ing “a large base to hold 
advanced weapons” close to 
Ayn Ali, in the Deir Al-Zour 
region of eastern Syria.

According to a report by 
MEMRI’s Jihad and Terrorism 
Threat Monitor, the article 
states that like the Imam 
Ali base, recently established 
by Iran in the desert near 
Al-Bukamal, the new base 
is being built in the desert 
as well, where the “second-
largest concentration of Ira-
nian forces in eastern Syria” 
is located.

Under strong security, the 
IRGC has also brought in 
heavy construction equip-
ment from Al-Bukamal and 
Al-Mayadin, and has also 
reportedly begun prepping 
the site for the base’s con-
struction.



PAGE 18A HERITAGE FLORIDA JEWISH NEWS, SEPTEMBER 16, 2022

L’SHANA TOVA 
TIKATEVU

from
Andrew L. Reiff, P.A.

Attorney and Counselor at Law

A
1

S
2

P
3

H
4

A
5

R
6

E
7

O
8

H
9

A
10

R
11

A
12

C
13

T R O
14

H E V P
15

O T U S

C
16

A IN A
17

R A G E S
18

M A S H

T
19

U C K A
20

N T
21

E
22

R S E

B
23

E I T
24

D
25

IN S E S
26

S I O N

N
27

E R A
28

H I

S
29

E
30

C
31

F
32

O N
33

T
34

O
35

C E
36

A
37

N
38

U
39

S H P
40

I Z IN A S
41

U K K A H

P
42

E A R L E
43

M E T G
44

A L

O
45

L A
46

L
47

I T
48

B
49

E
50

N
51

J A M IN
52

O
53

F F I C
54

E
55

E
56

L I E C
57

P L D
58

E L I
59

A
60

L E C S
61

L
62

I N
63

K
64

E D I N

S
65

I L T S A
66

V I A E
67

A T

T
68

E S S A Y
69

E L L S
70

B S

is a plague of Arab-on-Arab 
deaths in Israel accounting for 
more than the total number 
of journalists killed this year 
internationally.  It’s a deep 
problem in Israeli society and 

Journalists
From page 5A

Akleh
From page 4A

The White House’s an-
nouncement regard ing 
Biden’s call with Lapid was 
notable because the ostensible 
purpose of the call was to 
discuss Israel’s deep-seated 
opposition to the nuclear 
deal Biden and his advisors 
desperately hope to conclude 
with Iran. However, the White 
House’s statement failed to 
mention the negotiations.

Unfortunately, Lapid’s be-
havior in the days following 
his phone call with Biden 
indicate that the conversa-
tion did not impact Biden’s 
behavior in the manner Lapid 
had hoped. The Aug. 31 con-
versation was the leaders’ first 
since Biden ended his visit to 
Israel six weeks earlier. In the 

Israel needs to take charge and 
do much more to clean up the 
streets and illegal weapons in 
its Arab community. But it’s 
not reported widely because 
Arabs killing Arabs is not only 
not news, it’s acceptable to the 
media.  And its not something 

that can be blamed on Jews.
Jonathan Feldstein is a for-

mer Soviet Jewry activist, born 
and educated in the United 
States, who immigrated to 
Israel in 2004. He is president 
of the Genesis 123 Foundation, 
building bridges between Jews 

and Christians and Christians 
and Israel, and writes and 
broadcasts regularly in a vari-
ety of Christian media, sharing 
the experience of living as an 
Orthodox Jew in Israel. He can 
be reached at firstpersonis-
rael@gmail.com.

intervening weeks, news hit of 
the devastating nature of U.S. 
concessions to Iran. Israeli 
National Security Advisor 
Eyal Hulata and Defense Min-
ister Benny Gantz travelled to 
Washington to try to persuade 
the administration to change 
course in its negotiations, 
only to be denied audiences 
with Secretary of State Antony 
Blinken and Defense Secre-
tary Lloyd Austin.

Lapid was finally granted a 
call with Biden after Mossad 
Director David Barnea con-
demned the deal in an on-
record press briefing and 
called it catastrophic for 
Israel. Israeli officials told 
reporters the U.S. had misled 
Israel on its positions.

The current state of play 
with the administration 

vis-à-vis the nuclear deal is 
a disaster because the deal 
itself poses an existential 
threat to Israel in three 
ways: First, it enables Iran 
to become a nuclear-armed 
state. Second, it provides 
Iran with a massive financial 
windfall — $275 billion in the 
first year of the deal alone and 
$1 trillion by 2030 — which 
will give Iran the resources 
to fund a war between Israel 
and Iran’s Palestinian and 
Lebanese proxies that Israel 
will be hard-pressed to con-
tend with.

Finally, the deal endangers 
Israel’s survival because it 
is a testament to the Biden 
administration’s betrayal of 
the U.S.-Israel alliance on 
behalf of Iran.

At this point, for Israel to 

restore its deterrence against 
Iran, it must stop bowing to 
the Biden administration’s 
pressure. It must reinforce its 
refusal to accept culpability 
for Abu Akleh’s death and re-
ject U.S. pressure to change its 
rules of engagement. Indeed, 
it should refuse to discuss the 
issue with administration 
officials.

The majority of Americans 
do not support these policies. 
Israel’s best move is to stop en-
abling the administration to 
claim that it has Israel’s back 
when Biden’s actual policy 
is to stab Israel in the back, 
exposing it to existential peril.

Caroline Glick is an award-
winning columnist and au-
thor of “The Israeli Solution: 
A One-State Plan for Peace in 
the Middle East.”

decorated ivories from the 
capitals of the great kingdoms 
in the First Temple period, 
such as Nimrud, the capital of 
Assyria, or Samaria, the capi-
tal of the Israelite Kingdom,” 
said professor Yuval Gadot of 
Tel Aviv University’s Depart-
ment of Archaeology and Near 
Eastern Cultures and Dr. Yif-
tah Shalev of the IAA. “Now, 
for the first time, Jerusalem 
joins these capitals.”

Ivory was one of the most 
expensive raw materials in 
the ancient world, even more 
precious than gold, according 
to the IAA. The plaques were 
discovered in the ruins of 
a palatial building in active 
use when Jerusalem was at 
the height of its power, dur-
ing the eighth and seventh 
centuries BCE.

Microscopic testing per-
formed by doctoral candidate 
Harel Shochat of the Univer-
sity of Haifa’s Archaeology 
Department confirmed that 

the plaques were carved from 
an elephant tusks.

“The prestige of ivory is also 
associated with the great skill 
required to work with it and 
create decorations,” Gadot 
and Shalev explained.

“The assemblage of ivory 
[objects] discovered in the 
City of David was probably 
imported, and originally made 
by artisans from Assyria. The 
ivories may have come to 
Jerusalem as a gift from As-
syria to Jerusalem’s nobility,” 
they said.

“Following a comparison 
with complete objects that 
appear on wall plaques from 
the palace of the Assyrian 
King Sennacherib at Nineveh, 
we suggest that the ivory 
plaques from Jerusalem were 
originally inlaid in a couch-
throne, and we may imagine 
that it had been situated on 
the second floor of the opulent 
structure.”

Ivory is mentioned a few 

times in the Bible, always 
linked with royalty or great 
wealth, i.e. the description 
of King Solomon’s throne (I 
Kings 10:18); an ivory palace 
built by King Ahab in Samaria 
(1 Kings 22:39); and Amos the 
prophet’s rebuke of Israelite 
nobility: “They lie on ivory 
beds, lolling on their couches” 
(Amos 6:4).

The impressive building 
where the plaques were un-
earthed was destroyed in a 
fire, which scholars surmise 
took place during the Babylo-
nian destruction of Jerusalem 
in 586 BCE.

The plaques had been 
smashed into pieces and 
burned. No fewer than 1,500 
fragments were found. They 
were reassembled in a pains-
taking restoration project led 
by antiquities conservator 
Orna Cohen, together with 
Ilan Naor from the IAA’s 
Artifacts Treatment and Labo-
ratories Department.

“At the end of the pro-
cess of joining and ‘fusing’ 
hundreds of the fragments, 
we were able to understand 
that the assemblage includes 
remnants of at least 12 small 
square plaques—about 5 cm x 
5 cm, at most 0.5 cm thick—
which were originally inlaid 
in wooden furnishings,” said 
Cohen and Naor.

The ivory objects were not 
the only noteworthy items 
found at the site. Also un-
earthed were an agate seal and 
a seal impression carrying the 
name “Natan-Melech servant 
of the king.”

The plaques will be on 
display Sept. 13th, at the 
23rd Conference of the 
City of David Studies of 
Ancient Jerusalem. They 
will also be displayed in 
October at the Jerusalem 
Conference of the Israel 
Antiquities Authority, Tel 
Aviv University and the 
Hebrew University.

script and is believed to have 
been found in a cave in the 
Judean Desert, according to 
the IAA.

The item consists of four 
torn lines that begin with 
the words, “To Ishmael send,” 
suggesting the fragment is 
part of a letter containing 
instructions to the recipient. 
It therefore likely dates back to 
the sixth or seventh centuries 
BCE, joining only two other 
documents from this period 
in the IAA’s Dead Sea Scrolls 
collection.

All three papyri come from 
the Judean Desert, where 
the dry climate enabled their 
preservation.

The story began when Ada 
Yardeni, Ph.D., a scholar of 
ancient Hebrew script, died 
in June 2018. Israel Prize 
laureate in Biblical Studies 

Shmuel Ahituv, the former 
head of the Department of 
Bible, Archaeology and An-
cient Near Eastern Studies at 
Ben-Gurion University of the 
Negev, was asked to complete 
the publication of her work.

He was surprised to find 
a photograph of a then-
unknown document, together 
with Yardeni’s preliminary 
decipherment.

This led to a campaign 
by Ahituv and the IAA’s An-
tiquities Theft Prevention 
Unit to locate the papyrus in 
question.

It was eventually tracked 
to a resident of Montana in 
the United States, who ex-
plained that his mother had 
acquired the papyrus when 
she visited Jerusalem in 1965. 
It was given to her by Joseph 
Sa’ad, curator of the city’s 

Rockefeller Archaeological 
Museum, and Halil Iskander 
Kandu, a well-known antiqui-
ties dealer from Bethlehem, 
who many years ago sold 
thousands of Dead Sea scroll 
fragments.

To persuade the owner to 
transfer the papyrus to Israel, 
where it would be conserved 
in climate-controlled condi-
tions, he was invited to visit 
the IAA’s Judean Desert Scroll 
Department’s Conservation 
Laboratory in Jerusalem. 
Thereafter, he generously 
donated the relic to the IAA.

“The name Ishmael men-
tioned in the document was a 
common name in the biblical 
period, meaning ‘God will 
hear,’” said Ahituv. “It first 
appears in the Bible as the 
name of the son of Abraham 
and Hagar, and it is subse-

quently the personal name 
of several individuals in the 
Bible, including Yishmael ben 
Netanyahu, who murdered the 
[Babylonian] governor [of Ju-
dea], Gedaliah ben Ahikam,” 
he added.

“It also appears as the name 
of officials on paleographic 
finds such as bullae (clay 
stamp seals) used for sealing 
royal documents in the ad-
ministration of the Kingdom 
of Judah: for example, the 
bulla reading, ‘To Yishmael, 
son of the king.’ The present 
document probably certified 
a dispatch either to, or from, 
Yishmael,” said Ahituv.

The “Ishmael Papyrus” 
was introduced to the public 
at the First Judean Desert 
Conference that was held at 
the Bible Lands Museum in 
Jerusalem on Sept. 15.

Fragment of a rare First Temple-period document.

Rare First Temple-period document repatriated to Israel

(JNS) — The Israel Antiqui-
ties Authority has successfully 
repatriated a rare First Tem-
ple-period document from 

the United States, the IAA 
announced on Wednesday.

The papyrus document is 
written in ancient Hebrew 

Rare First Temple period ivories discovered in Jerusalem
(JNS) — Archaeologists are 

describing as “extraordinary” 
the discovery of a collection 
of ivory plaques from the 
First Temple period recently 
unearthed in Jerusalem. 
They are among only a few 
ever found and the first to be 
unearthed in the city.

The plaques, approximately 
2,700 years old, were discov-
ered during the excavations 

being conducted by the Israel 
Antiquities Authority and Tel 
Aviv University at the Givati 
Parking Lot in the City of 
David archaeological and 
tourism site, which is part of 
the Jerusalem Walls National 
Park.

Decorated ivory objects are 
among the rarest archaeologi-
cal finds.

“To date, we only knew of 
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407-678-9363
421 Montgomery Road Suite 131

Altamonte Springs, FL 32714

Visit our websites:  www.jewishpavilion.org 
and www.orlandoseniorhelpdesk.org

The leadership of the Jewish Pavilion
 wishes you a happy and healthy New Year!

Please participate in our Charity Online Auction 
October 23rd-28th by visiting our website. 

Only your email address is needed to register.

Now entering its 13th year, 
Orlando Torah Academy 
is off to an exciting start. 
Enrollment has reached 165 
students from 70 families in 
preschool through eighth 
grade. The phenomenal 
growth necessitated the pur-
chase of the adjacent prop-
erty over the summer. The 
new building now houses 

the OTA Girls Middle School 
and business development 
offices. The addition of the 
new building and expanded 
campus has enabled OTA 
to expand classrooms and 
add dedicated resource and 
counseling rooms. 

Back in action are the 
Kosher school meals, Cof-
fee and Conversations for 

parents to schmooze with 
the administrat ion, Art 
Tuesday and P.E Thursdays. 
The 40+ OTA staff members 
create a warm and caring 
environment where children 
can truly excel. A number 
of new capital expansion 
projects are in the works, 
stay tuned for more exciting 
news to come! 

The new OTA building (l) houses the girls’ middle school and business development offices.

New this year at 
Orlando Torah Academy
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Sweeten your 
new year.
 We have the High Holiday essentials you need and the recipes you’ll love. 
Find them at publix.com/highholidays.
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