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Let it rain chocolates for Chanukah!
Join in the fun with Chabad
of Altamonte Springs as they
celebrate Chanukah with a
festival and gelt drop, and
honor the Seminole County
Fire Department for their
service. The event will be held
on Tuesday, Nov. 30 from 5
p.m. to 6:30 p.m. in front of
the Embassy Suites at Crane’s
Roost in Altamonte Springs.
Hundreds of chocolate
coins (gelt) will be dropped
by firefighters from 25 feet up
in the air. A grand Menorah
lighting will follow, along
with latkes and donuts to
nosh, a children’s petting zoo,
Chanukah crafts, and dreidel
giveaways.
The event is free and open to
all. RSVP is requested by visit-

H

ing www.JewishAltamonte.
com/gelt. Also, for those who

would like to sponsor this
event, visit the same website.
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Little Radical Theatrics at
the Rosen Event Center

Little Radical Theatrics is
originally based in Yonkers,
N.Y. and now based in Orlando. They are known for their
all-ages community theater
productions.
Little Radicals are partnering with the Rosen JCC:
Your Town Square to present
“The Sound of Music” and
Disney’s “Frozen JR.” The
performances will include

evenings and matinees Nov.
19th – 21st.
“The Sound of Music” performances will be:
Nov. 19th, 7 p.m.
Nov. 20th, 2 p.m. and 7:30
p.m.
Nov. 21st, 3 p.m.
Disney’s “Frozen JR.” will
be shown:
Nov. 19th 4 p.m.
Nov. 20th 11 a.m.

Nov. 21st 12 p.m.
The actors have been
working for months to put
on these amazing productions. The shows will be at
the state of the art Rosen
Event Center.
To learn more about show
times and to order tickets
visit https://www.littleradicaltheatricsinc.com/upcomingproductions.

The J wants your latke recipes!

from your friends at

63 West Amelia St. Orlando, FL 32801
(407) 423-7654 www.southeaststeel.net

The Roth Family JCC is having Latke-palooza! Send in your best latke recipes. Its “Cooking
with Avivit” blog wants to hear about your Chanukah treats. They will be sharing recipes all
December long.
Submit recipes to farag@orlandojcc.org.

Partner with our scientists to solve
humanity’s most difficult challenges.
And if that isn’t reward enough, there are year-end tax benefits, too.

Every day, hundreds of scientists
at the Weizmann Institute in Israel pursue
breakthroughs in cancer research, health
& medicine, education, technology, the
environment, and the world beyond our
planet. A Charitable Gift Annuity gives you
the opportunity not only to partner with our
scientists to make remarkable discoveries
possible, but also to receive payments for life
and significant tax benefits.

Charitable Gift Annuity Rates*
Age 70

4.7%

Age 85

7.6%

Age 75

5.4%

Age 90

8.6%

Age 80

6.5%

Example:
Give $25,000 at age 80
and get $1,625/year (6.5%)
for the rest of your life.

*Illustration only. Seek your own legal and tax advice to determine the
consequences of your gift. NY rates may differ.

TO START EXPERIENCING THESE
REWARDS, CALL 212.895.7940 or
email cpp@acwis.org
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Dutch Reform rabbi who said ‘totalitarian’
policies remind her of Nazi Germany resigns
By Cnaan Liphshiz
(JTA) — A prominent rabbi
in the Netherlands compared
her countr y’s COV ID -19
safety measures to the policies of Nazi Germany, drawing harsh rebuke from Jewish
groups.
Tamarah Benima, an outspoken 71-year-old Reform
rabbi from Amsterdam, made
the comparison on Nov. 4
in a speech in the northern
Dutch city of Leeuwarden.
She left the Dutch Union for
Progressive Judaism on Nov.
9, the rabbinical council of
the umbrella group wrote in
a statement.
“Scientists worldwide apparently allowed themselves
over the past 1 and a half
years to be led toward totalitarian thinking,” she said
of the COVID-19 pandemic,

which began in December
2019. “ W hat doesn’t f it
their perspective must be
silenced.”
Those involved in enforcing COVID-19 public health
measures “have the best
intentions,” Benima added.
“But as a Jew, what happened
in Nazi Germany is a warning
to me. Those in power all had
the best of intentions. Also
when they declared Jews a
danger to ‘public health.’
Also when they declared a war
against the ‘virus’ of those
times. So don’t play with fire
by setting aside people in our
society as ‘a danger to public
health,’ as Health Minister
Hugo De Jonge regularly
does.”
De Jonge has warned that
downplaying the dangers of
the COVID-19 virus, as well as
a right-wing party’s forum for

criticizing the government’s
policies on COVID-19, have
jeopardized public health.
Following the lead of
other European countries,
the Netherlands issued an
emergency regulation last
month that requires that
patrons of restaurants and
other businesses present a
proof of vaccination.
At least three Dutch Jewish groups have condemned
Benima’s statements.
Yvonne Walvisch-Stokvis,
the chairwoman of the Dutch
Union for Progressive Judaism, criticized Benima in a
statement for what she called
“a misplaced comparison
between the annihilation
of people for who they were
and the position of antivaccination people today.”
In an email to the Jewish
Telegraphic Agency, Benima

insisted that she “never mentioned the COVID-policy of
the Dutch government with
a word” and that this impression owed to “journalistic
misrepresentations.“
“I spoke out against totalitarian speech and thinking.
I spoke out against the new
totalitarian ideology Woke,
that endangers Jews and
non-Jews alike,” she added.
B e n i m a t old t h e D e
Telegraaf daily that many
people have written her to
express their support and
gratitude for her comments,
and said some have called
her a hero.
The Central Jewish Board
of the Netherlands, the country’s largest Jewish umbrella
group, said her comparison
is “contrary to our values
and shows a complete lack
of realism.” The Netherlands

Malin G. Kundi/Wikimedia Commons

Rabbi Tamarah Benima
Association for Progressive
Judaism “strongly rejects the
irresponsible and offensive
comparisons,” that group
said in a statement.
Comparisons bet ween
COV ID -19 public health
measures and Nazism have

proliferated in recent months
throughout Europe and beyond. The wearing of yellow
stars at protests against COVID-19 measures in Europe
specifically have drawn sharp
condemnations by Jewish
groups.

ZOA condemns Biden administration
for refusing to oppose ‘Arab Right of Return’
Zionist Organization of
A meric a President Morton A. Klein released the
following statement: ZOA
strongly condemns President
Biden, U.S. Ambassador to
the United Nations Linda
Thomas Greenfield, and U.S.
Deputy Ambassador to the
UN Richard Mills for refusing to oppose the one-sided,
illegitimate, dangerous UN
Resolution A /C.4/75/ L.9,
which calls for a so-called
“Right of Return” (“repatriation”) or compensation
to Palestinian Arab refugees.
This so-called “right of
return” could destroy Israel
as a Jewish State. The resolution is aimed at overrunning
Israel with millions of alleged
descendants of the 360,000
alleged “Palestinian Arab
refugees” who left Israel in
1948, when six Arab nations

invaded Israel to try to destroy
the newly-reconstituted State
of Israel, and to murder Israel’s
Jewish population.
The Arab nations and the
Arab High Command created the “Palestinian Arab
refugees” by going to war
and persuading Arabs living
in Israel to leave their homes
to get out of the way of the
battle, to enable the Arab
armies to slaughter the Jews
unimpeded. For instance,
Iraqi Prime Minister Nuri Said
declared: “We will smash the
country with our guns and
obliterate every place the Jews
seek shelter in. The Arabs
should conduct their wives
and children to safe areas until
the fighting has died down.”
Thus, by refusing to oppose a UN Resolution that
would ultimately destroy
the Jewish State, the Biden

Administration has become
a partner with those seeking Israel’s destruction!
The resolution also called
for funding UNRWA – the
bloated, Hama s-infested
agency that hides rockets for
Hamas and teaches Palestinian Arab children to hate and
aspire to murder Jews. The
Biden administration sent
UNRWA more than $318 million and $400 million to the
terrorist dictatorship of the
Palestinian Authority this
year.
This dangerous UN resolution also ignored that Arab
nations pogrommed and
expelled close to a million
Jews who had lived in Arab
countries for thousands of
years. The Jewish refugees
had to flee for their lives
and never received compensation for their lands, homes and

The magnitude of
destruction on Kristallnacht

businesses. Israel resettled
the Jewish refugees in Israel,
but Arab nations refused to
resettle the Palestinian Arab
refugees that the Arabs created. Instead, the Palestinian
Arab refugees are being used
to try to overrun and destroy
Israel.

The Trump administration
voted against such anti-Israel
resolutions, and stopped funding UNRWA and the Palestinian Authority terrorist
regime. It is frightening that
the Biden administration
has returned to the ObamaBiden administration’s anti-

Israel voting and funding
pattern. ZOA urges the Biden
administration to apologize
for this dangerous antisemitic Israelophobic action and
promise to rectify it. ZOA also
urges other Jewish groups to
immediately speak out against
this horror.

Construction, Remodels, Additions, Handyman
does most anything

Ricardo Torres — Handyman
407-221-5482
Available in Central Florida Area • References Available

Worried about managing your bill
payments?
ÁėäőĂäġĩĢőĂĩƅ͡ĩĢŖŉ͠
SilverBills eliminates the stress and hassle of managing bills.
• Each client is paired with a dedicated, U.S.-based
account manager who advocates for your household.
• ѴѴ_ov;_oѴ70bѴѴv-u;]-u-m|;;7|o0;r-b7omঞl;ĺŖ
• No computer needed to use our service.
Call today for a free month trial or custom quote:

By My Jewish Learning
On the night of Nov. 9,
1938, synagogues, Jewish
schools and Jewish-owned
businesses were targeted
in violent riots throughout Nazi Germany. This
map shows many of the

synagogues destroyed on
Kristallnacht.
At least 267 synagogues
were burned down or destroyed in the pogroms, which
is known as Kristallnacht, the
“night of broken glass.” The
map shows the extent of the
damage.

Jewish institutions and
businesses were desecrated, torched and looted by
Nazi paramilitary troops
a nd civilia n sympat hizers. Tens of thousands of
Jews were arrested, many
were beaten and some were
killed.

888-̭̯̪-̨̨̱6

Ŗ as long as appropriate funds are available
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The Chanukah story that Jews need to learn
By Steven Burg
(JNS) — Many of us know the themes of the
Chanukah story: pride in being Jewish; the few
against the many; the defeat of our enemy;
and the rededication of the Jewish Temple. Or
perhaps some have only learned of the miracle
of the oil and how it burned continuously for
eight days. While these are important themes,
there is much more to the Chanukah story that
is at the heart of why we celebrate the holiday
and why it’s so relevant today.
Looking at the story of Chanukah, which
happened in the second century BCE, we know
that many Jews of that era were assimilated.
They wanted it all; they identified as Jews
but didn’t want to affiliate, and they were not
studying Torah. Some were culturally Jewish — until that, too, was banned. They, like
so many today, certainly would have declared
themselves “Jews of a different or no religion.”
These Jews, known as Hellenists, emulated
everything Greek culture had to offer. In order
to be accepted in the halls of commerce and
power, they thought that they had to dissociate
themselves from their Jewish brothers. Core
Jewish values of justice and morality got in the
way of the self-preserving and decadent mores
of the conquering Greek culture.
But when the non-Jewish ruling government
started to clamp down on religious freedom, life
became decidedly uncomfortable for observant
Jews. Forced to do away with Jewish rituals,
including brit milah (circumcision), Jewish
names, Shabbat, festivals and Torah study,
those who hadn’t assimilated were forced to
choose between embracing Greek culture or
punishment by death.
A minority within the religious community
that chose to fight this oppression joined the
Maccabees and became part of an uprising.
They managed a miraculous military defeat,
the part of the Chanukah story that is well
known.
The other piece of the story, however, is that
the pressure to stamp out “hard-line Judaism”
came from the Hellenists — the assimilated
Jews. They resented the fact that their lives
were made more difficult by a minority of
their own people who refused to “give up
their old ways.”
The Assyrian Greeks, as conquerors of the
land of Israel, expected to absorb the Jews,

despite the fact that they were indigenous. Not
only was it uncomfortable for those who wanted
to fit in; but the Hellenists (Jews) were just as
brutal toward their fellow Jews who refused to
fit into the “new reality and morality.”
Those who held fast to their Jewish heritage
were “called out” and turned in to the authorities by other Jews. The Maccabees were forced
to go into hiding and deal with castigation
from their own, in addition to fighting their
Greek oppressors.
As we near the Chanukah season, a time
when we celebrate our own Jewish pride, we
sadly find ourselves in the shadow of the Hellenists. Here we are today reading about Jewish employees at Amazon and Google who

is a fact ignored by the United Nations and
the majority of the world, with a false narrative of oppression, and misunderstood by the
petition’s signatories.
If I am a Jew with no understanding of why
that matters or how that makes me part of a
family, then I can only distance myself from my
own people and culture if I find an opportunity
to call them out. This allows me to dissociate
with the parts of where I come from that I
don’t understand enough to value or know are
sources of pride. And, the self-loathing as a Jew
that translates into destructive antisemitism
on this systemic level is more than frightening.
Make no mistake about who is responsible
for this lack of understanding and the need

“the pressure to stamp out “hard-line
Judaism” came from the Hellenists — the
assimilated Jews.”
are leading the charge with a petition to get
their respective companies to “call out” their
fellow Jews. They are asking for these two
corporate giants to renege on a contract with
the Israel Defense Forces, which would ultimately compromise the security of the State
of Israel — their eventual goal.
Armed with incorrect and erroneous
information, the petitioners claim that the
use of the government’s cloud storage will
cause harm to the Palestinians, and aid and
abet Israeli settlement activity in “occupied
territory.”
What the petition does not address is that
Google and Amazon both have contracts
with countries that openly admit to occupying territory. Russia, which occupies part of
Georgia and Ukraine; Vietnam, which occupies
Cambodia; and others. In other words, these
social activists are silent when it comes to
human-rights violations around the world.
Both Amazon’s and Google’s signed contracts will help Israel continue to prosper
and grow with safety and security, innovating
solutions to problems around the world. This

to dissociate from the greater Jewish community: We are.
The global Jewish community has known
for some time that Jewish education has failed
most of its own children. The experiment of
passing along nice stories and abstract ideas
without context, practice or community has
simply failed.
Of the 5.8 million adult Jews in the United
States, 1.5 million — or just above 25 percent
— identify as “Jews of no religion.” The 2020
Pew study, released in May 2021, tells us that
Jews are no longer affiliating with synagogues
or even other, secular Jewish institutions.
They have not had positive Jewish experiences. They don’t know what the Jewish religion
is about or why it should be a source of pride.
They do not identify with other Jewish people
as the one Jewish family that we are.
We have watched this problem grow and
worsen. AISH founder Rabbi Noah Weinberg
warned of the dangerous ramifications as far
back as the 1970s. Because we have allowed
Jews to grow into young adults without Jewish
wisdom or understanding of Jewish values,

focusing instead on talent, ambition and intelligence as a way of making a mark on the
world, we see the devastating rise of attacks on
other Jews. Tragically, it is inevitable.
While I am sure that many of the young,
misguided activists involved believe that they
are innovative and trailblazing, they could
sit down with the thousands of Jews that the
Maccabees had to fight so many hundreds of
years ago and hear the power of their hindsight.
They might wring their heart upon learning
just how wrong — dangerously wrong — they
are, but should this scenario actually be able
to take place, they would rightfully turn to
us and ask: “Why didn’t you teach us to know
better?” And they would be right.
I have every faith that the cloud-storage
contract will move forward as planned. And
should Google and Amazon not merit working with Israel, another company will. Even if
Israel has to build its own storage or contract
with a smaller David instead of a Goliath,
someone else will make that money and help
Israel continue to be a source of good. It may
take longer, but it will happen.
Sadly, it may be too late to bring any kind
of understanding to many of those who signed
this petition or to their peers. It is Judaism’s
core values that are the true path to justice,
righteousness and human dignity, and the
path to actually end oppression in the world.
But it is never too late for those who will
come next. And when they turn to us and ask
why we didn’t teach them to know better, what
will our answer be?
As a Jewish community, we have to wake up
and deal with the situation as the emergency
that it is. We must connect the attacks on
Israel, the attacks on Jews, the embarrassment in public and in private, in admitting
one is a Jew in America today as the urgent,
threatening state that it is. We cannot continue
to ignore the lack of Jewish literacy and the
growing antisemitism coming at us, even and
especially from our own brothers and sisters.
It’s not only that our own are turning on
their Jewish family. It’s not only that the Jewish
people’s homeland faces daily attacks from our
own. All of this is true. But we are also failing
those who are choosing to attack us, and we
have the power to bring change.
Rabbi Steven Burg is the CEO of Aish and on
the board of governors of the Jewish Agency.

Jerusalem Matters
By Jonathan Feldstein
“If I forget you, O Jerusalem, may my right
hand cease to function. May my tongue cling
to the roof of my mouth if I do not remember
you, if I do not exalt Jerusalem as my greatest
joy!” (Psalm 137:5-6) There’s no place that’s
more central to Jews and Christians than
Jerusalem. It’s the city of the kings, prophets
and where Jesus preached, worshipped, and
was crucified. As central as Jerusalem is to
our history and our faith, Jerusalem is facing a
threat to be redivided today, a threat to Israel’s
sovereignty. Sadly, the threat is not from one
of our enemies.
From the 1840s, the U.S. had a consulate in Jerusalem, then under the Ottoman
Empire. When Israel declared independence,
and Jerusalem as its capital in 1948, the consulate became a U.S. diplomatic outpost in
Israeli Jerusalem, but not its embassy. That
was established in Tel Aviv because the U.S.
did not recognize Jerusalem as Israel’s capital,
despite the 3000-year-old biblical history, and
as modern Israel’s seat of government.
The 1995 U.S. Embassy Act was a bipartisan
law, supported overwhelmingly by the U.S.

Congress. It declared Jerusalem Israel’s capital,
that Jerusalem “should remain an undivided
city,” and that the U.S. was required to move its
embassy there. Because of a clause that allowed
all successive presidents to defer doing so,
moving the U.S. embassy to Jerusalem didn’t
take place until 2018. Then, the consulate that
had been operating as a separate entity was
closed, and its work was merged into that of
the embassy. So, what’s the problem?
First, at the risk of overstating the obvious, Jerusalem is and has been the heart and
center of biblical Israel, the Jewish people, and
modern Israel for over 3,000 years. Jerusalem
is mentioned over 600 times in the Bible, and
zero times in the Koran.
The stand-alone consulate was grandfathered in when Israel restored sovereignty,
and when Israel reunited Jerusalem in the
1967 Six Day War. But U.S. policy remained
schizophrenic: supporting Israel but not
Israeli authority in Jerusalem. The consulate became a diplomatic office to “the West
Bank” and, at the time of the U.S. Embassy
Act, a diplomatic office to the newly created
Palestinian Authority.
Years ago, I was in touch with successive
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U.S. diplomats posted to the U.S. Consulate in
Jerusalem. Because I live in the Judean mountains, over the Green Line from what was Israeli
territory before 1967, also pejoratively referred
to as “the West Bank,” there were diplomats
assigned to get the pulse of, and report back
on, life on the ground. I proactively hosted a
number of these diplomats at my home, and
offered tours and insight about modern Jewish
life in Judea. Invariably, the same diplomats
would visit me either on the way to or from
visiting Palestinian Arab communities nearby
with the same agenda to understand and file
reports.
In addition to being invited to the U.S.
Embassy Independence Day celebration,
for several years I was invited to the U.S.
Consulate’s parallel celebration on another
day. What was fascinating about the later is
that in addition to Jewish (“settler”) leaders
invited from “the West Bank,” Palestinian
Arab leaders were also invited. One year, I
found myself within meters of then PA Prime
Minister Salam Fayyad. For people supposedly
not able to live together, we coexisted just
fine in the consulate’s backyard.
The U.S. Consulate is closed, and presumably
the U.S. can find another venue to celebrate
its independence with Palestinian Arabs and
Jewish Israeli “settlers.” But now, the Biden
Administration wants to reopen the consulate
as its diplomatic office to the PA, in the same
building in central Jerusalem that is part of sovereign Israel. Such a move is unprecedented,
with one nation having a diplomatic office to
another entity in the capital of a third nation.
It also contradicts American law.
Opening a U.S. Consulate to the PA in
Jerusalem is a dangerous precedent and not
only will not bring peace, but push peace
further out of reach. Recognizing Palestinian
Authority sovereignty over any of Jerusalem
presupposes the outcome of negotiations that
ought to be resolved between the parties. Even
if the tried-and-failed “two-state solution” is
the default U.S. position, setting up a consulate to the PA in western Jerusalem contradicts

that. As a unilateral move, it would embolden
the Palestinian Authority and terrorists within
it, by showing Palestinian Arabs that they can
win major concessions without negotiating,
ceasing terror, or any sincerity on their part.
Both Prime Minister Bennet and Foreign
Minister Lapid have declared clearly that they
will not support this U.S. attempt. Technically,
that should be enough to block it. But nobody
knows what form of pressure the U.S. may
bring on the issue.
There are a variety of U.S. domestic issues
at play as well, from some wanting to undo
anything that Donald Trump did as president,
even if it was positive, to Democrats pandering
to the anti-Israel extremists in their own party
a year away from mid-term elections. It’s also
possible that the U.S. is upping the ante vis a
vis the consulate to win concessions from Israel
on other issues, specifically relating to Iran.
A U.S. Senate bill has been proposed to
prevent the opening of a separate consulate in
Jerusalem. Unfortunately, unlike the 1995 law
that was overwhelmingly bipartisan, this bill
is only supported by Republicans, as of now.
If the U.S. wants to have a diplomatic office
to the PA, it should be in Ramallah along with
39 other countries whose diplomatic offices
are there.
Scripture reminds us to pray for the peace
of Jerusalem. Shalom, peace in Hebrew, comes
from the same root as “shalem” which means
“whole.” It is also the central to the name
Jeru-SALEM. So, when you pray for the peace
of Jerusalem, please pray that the American
effort to redivide Jerusalem will fail. Pray for
Jerusalem to remain whole, under Jewish and
Israeli sovereignty.
U.S.-born and educated Jonathan Feldstein
immigrated to Israel in 2004. Throughout
his life and career, he has fellowshipped with
Christian supporters of Israel and shares
experiences of living as an Orthodox Jew in
Israel. He writes a regular column for Standing With Israel at charismanews.com and
other prominent web sites. He can be reached
at firstpersonisrael@gmail.com.
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The inconvenient truths behind the hysteria over climate change
By Melanie Phillips
(JNS) — The Archbishop
of Canterbury, Justin Welby,
got himself into an unfortunate mess during the COP26
conference on climate change
held in Glasgow, Scotland.
After he claimed that politicians who failed to take the
necessary action to halt climate change would be viewed
in an even worse light than
those who had ignored the rise
of Nazi Germany in the 1930s,
he was asked whether that
meant failure to act on climate
change would be worse than
allowing genocide to happen.
He replied: “It will allow
a genocide on an infinitely
greater scale. I’m not sure
there’s grades of genocide,
but there’s width of genocide,
and this will be genocide
indirectly, by negligence,
recklessness, that will in the
end come back to us or to our
children and grandchildren.”
Hit by an outcry that his
comparison was outrageous
and diminished the genocide
of the Jews, the archbishop
hastily retracted and made a
fulsome apology.
His grossly inappropriate
comparison illustrated the
way in which the climate issue
has unbalanced people so that
they lose all sense of propor-

tion. This is because a global
hysteria has developed over a
seemingly unbroken public
narrative, which holds that
the world is heading for apocalyptic destruction through
man-made global warming
caused by an increase in
CO2 emissions.
In Israel, 20 rabbis signed
a letter to Prime Minister
Naftali Bennett voicing their
concern that climate change
was among the most critical
issues facing humanity. One
of them, Rabbi Yuval Cherlow,
wrote: “A warming globe is
becoming more dangerous
almost by the day … this is
entirely an issue of pikuach
nefesh: literally a matter of
life and death.”
Many Jews were accordingly pleased that Bennett
supported the COP26 goals
and committed Israel to bring
down carbon emissions. Cynics might say he used COP26
to posture as a world statesman, but there is no reason
to assume that he doesn’t also
believe in the cause.
Such unanimity among the
world’s movers and shakers
has led many to assume that
no voices are raised against
this dire prognosis because
there is no argument to be
had. The science, we have
been told, is settled. Some 97

percent of the world’s scientists reportedly agree with the
man-made global warming
hypothesis.
However, this isn’t true.
Science is never settled about
anything, and the “97 percent
of all scientists” claim is based
on a wild misinterpretation of
the evidence.
There are dozens, if not
hundreds, of scientists —
among them some of the most
eminent in their fields — who
have said that this alarmism
is unjustified, and that there
is no reputable evidence to
support it.
All of this will shock many
people for whom climate
change is the most important challenge of our times.
For the vast majority of such
folk, wanting to fight climate
change is testimony to their
innate decency and sense of
social responsibility. After all,
isn’t it a duty to look after our
environment and the natural
world?
Indeed, it is. Judaism holds
very strongly that humanity
should steward the earth and
protect its resources. Pollution is something we should
all fight against, along with
deforestation and reductions
in biodiversity, while promoting clean air and clean water.
But when it comes to cata-

strophic man-made global
warming theory, the evidence
just isn’t there to support it.
Current global temperature
fluctuations are within normal historic climate patterns.
As for predicting future climate behavior, this is a fool’s
errand.
The bloodcurdling predictions of apocalyptic global
warming are mostly derived
from computer modeling. But
climate is a vastly complex,
chaotic, non-linear system
that cannot be predicted.
The global temperature
measurements brought to
support the modeling predictions are wildly inaccurate
and contradictory. And some
scientists—acting more like
ideological zealots—have
manipulated the available
data to suppress evidence that
contradicts the theory.
Contrary to current claims,
extreme weather events aren’t
occurring more frequently.
Sea level has been increasing
by about 8 inches per century for hundreds of years, and
at most coastal locations this
is primarily due to changes
in land level associated with
tectonics and land use.
The Antarctic interior
recorded its coldest Aprilto-September this year since
records began in 1957. It

was also the station’s second
coldest winter (June, July and
August) on record, with an
average seasonal temperature
3.4 degrees C below the average for winter recorded from
1881-2010.
Climate change dogma
holds that rising CO2 levels
inescapably push up global
temperatures. But these
temperatures have actually
been flat-lining for the past
seven years. Globally, it’s actually cooler now than it was
in 2015. This undermines the
entire theory.
One of the world’s most
distinguished meteorologists,
professor Richard Lindzen,
has said that not only does the
data show no trend towards
extreme temperatures, but
the Intergovernmental Panel
on Climate Change agrees
there is no evident trend. In
a lecture in 2018, Lindzen
said: “Some of the claims,
such as those relating to
weather extremes, contradict
what both physical theory and
empirical data show. … An
implausible conjecture backed
by false evidence and repeated
incessantly has become politically correct ‘knowledge,’
and is used to promote the
overturn of industrial civilization.”
So what lies behind it?

Partly, it’s an attempt to
destroy the primacy of the
West by rolling back capitalism. At a deeper level, it’s the
result of a loss of confidence in
humanity resulting from the
West’s progressive junking of
biblical religion.
For although many Jews
support the green movement,
it actually repudiates Judaism by explicitly aiming to
dethrone humankind from
the pedestal upon which it is
placed in the book of Genesis.
Far from having roots in
enlightened thinking, it has a
very dark history. The desire
to call a halt to dehumanizing
modernity and return instead
to an organic harmony with
the natural world was a creed
adopted by the Nazis, who accordingly fixated on organic
food, personal health and
animal welfare.
The modern environmental
movement sprang in turn
from the dread of overpopulation that had led to eugenics. After being discredited
through its role in Nazism,
this went underground — and
emerged in the 1970s repackaged as ecology.
From the 1970s onwards,
neo-fascist extremists began
to repackage the old ideology

Hysteria on page 19A

Why is the US trying to open a
consulate in Jerusalem for Palestinians?
By Farley Weiss and
Leonard Grunstein
(JNS) — It is frustrating
to realize that even after two
successive administrations
(those of former U.S. President Donald Trump and his
successor, Joe Biden) have
recognized Jerusalem as the
capital of Israel — and the
latter confirmed that the U.S.
embassy, which the former
moved from Tel Aviv to Jerusalem, would remain there
— the State Department is
still flirting with the concept
of locating what amounts
to a symbolic consulate to
the Palestinian Authority in
Jerusalem.
This misguided effort is
being pursued despite all the
progress made since the recognition, in accordance with
U.S. law, of Israeli sovereignty
over Jerusalem, including
the momentous Abraham
Accords.
Moreover, the Oslo II Accord, signed in Washington D.C. on Sept. 28, 1995,
and witnessed by then-U.S.
President Bill Clinton, among
others, expressly prohibits
establishing a consulate for
the P.A.
Article IX, Section 5a of
the Oslo II Accord provides
that the P.A. “… will not have
powers and responsibilities
in the sphere of foreign relations, which sphere includes
the establishment abroad
of embassies, consulates or
other types of foreign missions
and posts or permitting their
establishment in the West
Bank or the Gaza Strip, the appointment of or admission of
diplomatic and consular staff,
and the exercise of diplomatic
functions.”
Why would the State Department seek to induce a
breach of Oslo II, the very

basis of the two-state solution for which it so fervently
advocates? Furthermore, it’s
hard to imagine why anyone
other than a dilettante would
insist on opening a consulate
dedicated to serving the P.A.
in the heart of Jerusalem, in
what amounts to a foreign
country?
Incredibly, it would appear
that the proposed consulate
is intended to serve only the
non-Jewish residents that
the P.A. governs in the areas
of Judea and Samaria that it
controls. The approximately
60,000 U.S. citizens who live
in Judea and Samaria (including parts of Jerusalem beyond
the so-called Green Line), who
are Jewish, would effectively
be excluded.
Aside from this being invidious discrimination of
the most sordid variety, why
would the U.S. actually reward
the P.A. for being judenrein —
cleansed of Jews — even to the
point that it imprisons Palestinians convicted of violating
its noxious laws prohibiting
the sale of land to a Jew? Is
this Jim Crow-like paradigm
the State Department’s new
policy of choice?
Consider, too, the anomalous character of this initiative. Last year, Congress
passed the Tibetan Policy and
Support Act, requiring the
U.S. open a consulate in Tibet.
Yet, to this day, there is no
consulate in China-occupied
Tibet serving Tibetans. Nor,
for that matter, is there a consulate in Turkey serving only
the Kurds; in China serving
only the Uyghur Muslims; or
in Myanmar serving only the
Rohingya Muslims.
This is understandable,
given that Article 4 of the
Vienna Convention on Consular Relations requires that
the consent of the receiving

state be obtained before any
such consulate is established.
Presumably, the above states
either didn’t give such consent, or a request was never
made, due to an anticipated
negative reaction.
Why, then, the double
standard when it comes to
Israel? Given that Israel has
repeatedly said no, shouldn’t
this end the discussion? Indeed, it is reported that Israeli
Foreign Minister Yair Lapid
told U.S. Secretary of State
Antony Blinken that Jerusalem shouldn’t host diplomatic
missions that aren’t to and for
Israel. He also argued that reopening the consulate would
“send the wrong message” to
the Palestinians.
It’s worth adding here
that it would also send the
wrong message to the world.
Since the abrupt and undignified U.S. exit from Afghanistan in August, trust
in American commitments
h a s been ero ding. Ju st
reflect on the temerity of
China’s brazen and provocative incursions in Taiwanese
airspace in the aftermath of
the withdrawal.
In this regard, the Trump
administration’s recognition
of Jerusalem as the capital of
Israel was tangible proof that
the U.S. could be counted on
to be a loyal friend and ally.
The mixed messaging of
prior administrations, which
sought to flirt with everyone,
had created a perception that
it was not a genuine friend to
anyone.
This new consular initiative, devoid of any practical
utility, is all-too-reminiscent
of the misadventures of the
past. Let’s be clear: Despite
Biden’s declaration that the
U.S. embassy would remain in
Jerusalem, there suddenly appears to be some ambiguity on

the subject of Jerusalem. No
such equivocation is legally
proper or desirable, however.
In 1995, Congress, virtually
unanimously, passed the Jerusalem Embassy Act. It provides that Jerusalem should
remain an undivided city
in which the rights of every
ethnic and religious group are
protected, and that it should
be recognized as the capital
of the State of Israel.
It took the efforts of many
enlightened members of
the Senate and House of
Representatives, including
Senator Jon Kyl (now retired)
and then-Rep. Ron DeSantis
(now governor of Florida),
interested in doing what was
right and just, to bring this
vision of U.S. recognition of
an undivided Jerusalem as the
capital of Israel to fruition.
It was Trump who finally
determined to end the useless and counterproductive
practice of presidential waivers and issued the executive
branch’s formal recognition
of an undivided Jerusalem as
the capital of Israel and moved
the embassy there.

It’s now indisputably U.S.
law that an undivided Jerusalem is the capital of Israel.
This new attempt to infringe
on the sovereign status of
Jerusalem as an integral part
of Israel and thereby diminish
its legitimacy is baffling.
Why engage in frivolous
machinations like setting
up a symbolic consulate in
Jerusalem to service a foreign
non-state? Besides being an
absurd and irresponsible way
of making a point, it’s also
illegal under U.S. and international law. It also flies in
the face of the sentiment of
the current Senate, which
by an overwhelming, nearly
unanimous, vote (97 to 3),
reaffirmed that Jerusalem is
the capital of Israel. Yet, the
State Department doyens
insist on this kind of game
playing and resort to cunning
ploys, as a means of expressing
their continued adherence to
failed policies that should have
been discarded long ago.
Israel is a loyal friend and
vital strategic ally of the U.S.
Diminishing it or sending
mixed signals serves no useful

purpose; it only tarnishes the
prestige of the U.S.
It’s time to end this unrealistic and dangerous ploy.
There is no genuinely rational
or constructive reason to
impinge on the legitimacy of
Jerusalem as the capital of
Israel. Indeed, as history has
demonstrated in no uncertain
terms, this kind of ambivalent
policy only causes confusion
and raises unrealistic expectations that serve to prevent,
not enhance, the prospects
for peace.
Farley Weiss, former president of the National Council
of Young Israel, is an intellectual property attorney for
the law firm of Weiss & Moy.
The views expressed are the
author’s, and not necessarily
representative of NCYI.
Leonard Grunstein, a retired attorney and banker,
founded and served as chairman of Metropolitan National
Bank and Israel Discount
Bank of New York. He also
founded Project Ezrah and
serves on the Board of Revel
at Yeshiva University and the
AIPAC National Council.
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What’s
Happening

A COMPREHENSIVE
COMMUNITY
CALENDAR

For inclusion in the What’s Happening Calendar, copy must be sent on separate sheet and clearly marked for Calendar. Submit copy via: e-mail (news@
orlandoheritage.com); mail (P.O. Box 300742, Fern Park, FL 32730-0742);
fax (407-831-0507); or drop it by the office (207 O’Brien Rd., Ste. 101, Fern
Park) Deadline is Wednesday noon, 10 days prior to publication.

LIGHT
SHABBAT
CANDLES AT

NOV. 19
5:11 p.m.
NOV. 26
5:10 p.m.

MORNING MINYANS (Please note, because of the coronavirus, some minyans
have been canceled or held virtually.) Chabad of North Orlando and Chabad of
Altamonte Springs are holding in-person minyans.
Chabad of South Orlando — Monday - Friday, 8 a.m. and 10 minutes before sunset; Saturday,
9:30 a.m.; Sunday, 8:15 a.m., 407-354-3660.
Congregation Ahavas Yisrael — Monday - Friday, 7:30 a.m.; Saturday, 9:30 a.m.; Sunday, 9
a.m., 407-644-2500.
Congregation Chabad Lubavitch of Greater Daytona — Monday, 8 a.m.; Thursday, 8 a.m.,
904-672-9300.
Congregation Ohev Shalom — Sunday, 9 a.m., 407-298-4650.
GOBOR Community Minyan at Jewish Academy of Orlando — Monday – Friday, 7:45 a.m. –
8:30 a.m. (virtual)
Temple Israel — Sunday, 9 a.m., 407-647-3055.
FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 19
Ahavas Yisrael — Kabbalat, 30 minutes before sundown.
Rosen JCC — Little Radical Theatrics perform “The Sound of Music,” 7 p.m. and Disney’s
“Frozen JR.,” 4 p.m. at the Rosen Live Event Center. Info and tickets: www.littleradicaltheatricsinc.com/upcoming-productions.
SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 20
Torah Portion — Parashat Vayishlach, Genesis 32:4-36:43.
Rosen JCC — Little Radical Theatrics perform “The Sound of Music,” 2 p.m. and 7:30 p.m.and
Disney’s “Frozen JR.,” 11 a.m. at the Rosen Live Event Center. Info and tickets: www.littleradicaltheatricsinc.com/upcoming-productions.
SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 21
Rosen JCC —Little Radical Theatrics perform “The Sound of Music,” 3 p.m. and Disney’s “Frozen JR.,” noon. at the Rosen Live Event Center. Info and tickets: www.littleradicaltheatricsinc.
com/upcoming-productions.
MONDAY, NOVEMBER 22
Rosen JCC —School’s out mini-camps, offering TNBA Basketball camp – half and full day;
Totally Awesome Art camp. For more info: www.rosenjcc.org/schoolsoutdays.
TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 23
Rosen JCC —School’s out mini-camps, offering TNBA Basketball camp – half and full day;
Totally Awesome Art camp. For more info: www.rosenjcc.org/schoolsoutdays.
Chabad of Altamonte Springs and Nate’s Shul — Rohr Jewish Learning Institute offers “Outsmarting Antisemitism” course. Fourth of four-week course. 7:30 p.m.-9 p.m. 195 S. Westmonte
Dr., Ste. 1126 and 1701 Markham Rd. Longwood, respectively. The course is offered in person

and via Zoom. For information and to register visit www.myJLI.com.
Chabad Center of Jewish Life — Rohr Jewish Learning Institute offers “Outsmarting Antisemitism” course. Fourth of four-week course. 6:30 p.m.-8 p.m. 7347 W. Sandlake Rd., Orlando. The
course is offered in person and via Zoom. For information and to register visit www.myJLI.com.
WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 24
Rosen JCC —School’s out mini-camps, offering TNBA Basketball camp – half and full day;
Totally Awesome Art camp. For more info: www.rosenjcc.org/schoolsoutdays/
THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 26
Happy Thanksgiving!
FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 26
Ahavas Yisrael — Kabbalat, 30 minutes before sundown.

‘Tis the season of Chanukah
misfires — and chastened retailers
By Shira Hanau
(JTA) — “Deck the halls
with matzo balls”? Chanukah
menorahs with 12 candles?
Products with misfired
Chanukah messages have
been drawing gripes for years,
but this year major retailers
are responding quickly to
customer complaints about
Chanukah products they say
are culturally inappropriate
or misinformed.
It took just one day from
when the Instagram account
Chanukah Fails posted about
Target’s Chanukah “Countdown Calendar” before the
major retailer changed the
product description to “Happy
Chanukah Wall Hanging
Menorah.”
The Instagram account,
which is dedicated to pointing
out culturally inappropriate
Chanukah-related products
or product descriptions,
posted about the product
Sunday. The original product
description — which sug-

Quote of the Week
“And we have to confer with the Qataris, who have told me over and over again that
Hamas is a humanitarian organization.”
— Nancy Pelosi

“My week is not
complete without it!”

“I can’t live
without it!”

“How in the world am I supposed to
know what’s going on?”
These are some of the comments we receive from readers
when they miss an issue of Heritage Florida Jewish News.

What are you missing out on?... Subscribe today!
YES! I want to be informed. Start my subscription at once.
Please: R enter
R extend my subscription for:
R 1 year at $37.95 52 issues
R 2 years at $69.95 104 issues
R 1 year out-of-state at $46.95 or R 2 years out-of-state at $87.95
MAIL SUBSCRIPTION TO:
Name ___________________________________________________
Address _________________________________________________
City/State/Zip _____________________________________________
Phone _________________________________
# ____________________________________________
expiration date__________________________________
®

)LOORXWFRXSRQDQGPDLO
ZLWKFKHFNRUFUHGLWFDUGLQIRUPDWLRQWR

+(5,7$*()ORULGD-HZLVK1HZV
P.O. Box 300742
)HUQ3DUN)/
(407) 834-8787

,IGLIIHUHQWIURPDERYHÀOOLQ\RXU
Name _______________________________
Address _____________________________
&LW\6WDWH=LS ________________________
Phone _______________________________

Alma/Emily Burack

Bed, Bath and Beyond quickly pulled a Chanukah pillow
that used a Passover phrase.
gested a connection between
Chanukah and Advent calendars that count down the
days until Christmas — was
altered by Monday to remove
any reference to counting
down.
Bed, Bath and Beyond removed a Chanukah product
altogether after customers
pointed out that its message
mixed up two different Jewish holidays. The product, a

pillow printed with the words
“Why is this night different
from all other nights? Happy
Chanukah,” used perhaps the
most iconic phrase from the
Passover seder.
After images of the pillow
went viral — and after Alma,
JTA’s sister site, wrote about
the “worst Chanukah pillow
of all time” — Bed, Bath and
Beyond removed the product
from its website.

“Thanksgiving” by Yoni Glatt
Difficulty Level: Medium
koshercrosswords@gmail.com
Across
1. Complicated sci-fi character
Boba
5. Yishmael’s descendants’
practice it
10. Bird or Pitt
14. New York canal since 1825
15. “Beautiful” name for an
Israeli girl
16. AKA Rabbi Moshe Isserles
17. Former NBA announcer
Albert
18. Like expectations for many
a Mets and Knicks season
19. Military pilots’ org.
20. Thanksgiving
23. 2009 World Series MVP
Matsui
24. Like much of Jerusalem
26. Efrat to Jericho dir.
27. “Turn the Beat Around”
singer
31. Ger.’s locale
32. Brit. sports cars
33. Kind of space or limits
34. They’re in their last yr.
35. Saying thanks at the end
of Thanksgiving, perhaps
39. Gentle as ___
41. Yutzes
4 4 . A not her n a me for
35-Across
50. Right-hand man: Abbr.
51. Bring out of slumber
52. Where David slew Goliath
54. Hostage in Genesis
55. Former Mossad Director
Cohen or composer Green
56. Full deck, to Caesar?
57. A n ot her n a m e for
35-Across
62. King Saul’s general
63. PC key beside the space bar
64. Blazing heaps
65. First name in cosmetics
66. Fed. ___ Bk.
67. Jewish rocker Lee
Down
1. Un-masc.

2. Clearing the tape
3. Rants
4. Iconic milkman
5. How to harmonize
6. Made like Netta
7. Seder mainstay
8. Say for certain
9. Dancer who was a WWI spy
10. Zemo portrayer for Marvel
11. Fixes, as a shoe
12. One going pro
13. Yomi preceder
21. Barinholtz of “The Mindy
Project”
22. N.L. Central squad, on
scorecards
23. Sewing line
25. Rambam and Ramban,
Abbr.
28. Legendary boy king
29. List abbr.
30. “Oy vey!”
35. Name on a license plate












in classic “Simpsons” episode
36. Comics-page scream
37. Govt. hush-hush org.
38. Stare
39. Assimilates
40. Like some cousins
42. Israeli spy Jonathan
43. Went at a crawl
45. “Game of Thrones” character with many faces
46. Where some jokes go?
47. Hurry it up
48. Sometimes they’re frozen
49. Prime Minister or Talmudic Rav
50. Pond slime
53. Kind of fit
58. “The Voice” judge ___-Lo
59. Cockney “present”
60. Gas-guzzling stat.
61. A hitter might have a
good one


















































































































See answers on page 18A.
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8 tipsy nights: A beer drinker’s guide to Chanukah
By Chad Brodsky
In most Jewish holidays,
wine gets the spotlight.
Chanukah is not one of those
holidays!
When it comes to Chanukah, it’s all about the fried
foods like latkes and jelly
donuts. Sure, wine enthusiasts might say “I can pair
latkes with Champagne,” but
can they really? As a certified
cicerone, the beer version of
a wine sommelier, all I want
with my oily golden potato
pancakes is a crisp Vienna
Lager, Hazy Pale Ale, or to
crack open any of the beers
in my Hoppy Chanukah
Craft Beer-a-day Box from
Brewvana. What I really
love about this box is that
every beer includes a nightly
invitation to a virtual tasting to meet the Jews behind
the brews!
And this brings up the
question, is beer kosher?
Why yes, beer is kosher! …
hypothetically speaking, but
it’s a bit more nuanced.
In order for beer to be kosher, it must be inspected and
certified by one of the many
certifying agencies (Star-K
is the largest in the beer
industry). But let’s be real,
certifying something kosher
has to be expensive. However, if your beer is brewed
following Reinheitsgebot
(pronounced “Rine Heights
Ge-Boat”), a Bavarian beer
purity law of 1516, then it can
only be brewed with water,
barley, hops, and yeast. Luckily, these raw ingredients are

considered pareve, as they do
not contain dairy or meat. If
beer is produced adhering to
this typical method, which a
lot of beer styles do, it doesn’t
violate Jewish dietary law.
L’Chaim!
If you want to guarantee
that your beer is kosher,
you’ll want to look for a
kosher certification. Not
many American breweries
can claim this distinction,
but those that do include
Samuel Adams, Shmaltz
Brewing’s “He’Brew” line,
Uinta Brewing, and everything from Leikam Brewing
in Portland, Oregon (see the
rest below). Why aren’t more
breweries certified kosher?
Like I mentioned above, food
certification, whether it’s
certified organic or kosher,
is a costly process.
Craft Breweries that produce at least one kosher beer.
Samuel Adams Beer Co
(MA)
Schmaltz Brewing
(He’Brew Line) (NY)
Uinta Brewing (UT)
Leikam Brewing (OR)
Seven Sons Brewing (NJ)
Brooklyn Brewery (NY)
Lakefront Brewery (WI)
Anchor Brewing (CA)
Oskar Blues (CO)
Ommegang Brewing (NY)
Shillow Beer (CAN)
When is a beer not kosher?
Even though many American craft beers meet the
Bavarian purity standard
— and most others are
kosher — some brews don’t
make the cut. The use of
certain additives, undomes-

ticated yeasts, fruit purees
and some filtration and
clarification methods pose
potential obstacles that you
may want to discuss with
your rabbi.
These can include extracts
or concentrates of barley
and hops, but also fruits,
herbs, and other flavorings.
While they are technically
pareve in their whole form,
extracts and concentrates are
processed. Other common
additives may include lactose,
a milk sugar, and therefore
a dairy product. Sorry, that
super dank milkshake double
IPA is not kosher. Lactose is
also commonly found in milk
or cream stouts and fruited
IPAs.
What about sour beer?
Unfortunately not. While
most beer is brewed with
traditional, domesticated
brewer’s yeasts, some brewers
will go the funky route and
incorporate partially domesticated or wild yeasts and
naturally occurring bacteria
to create tart flavors. As such,
you’ll find them in wild ales,
brett ales, and just about any
sour-tasting beer.
Most American craft beer
is unfiltered, and any clarity
in its visual appearance is a
natural consequence of the
brewing process. Occasionally though, you will find a
beer that has been filtered
or clarified through isinglass
(made from fish bladders) or
gelatin (made from collagen).
Despite general rabbinical acceptance of these ingredients
being used in the filtration

Chad Brodsky

Drink your way through the 8 nights of Chanukah with the Hoppy Hanukkah Craft Beera-Day Box from Brewvana. You’ll find a new beer for each night!
of beverages, their inclusion
in the process may not meet
your own kosher standards.
For those still unsure
about whether a beer was
brewed only with pareve
ingredients, contact the
brewery and inquire about
how that beer was made and
what ingredients were used
in the brewing process. If
you are trying to play it safe,
a good rule of thumb is to
look for German-style lagers.
If these beers are brewed trueto-style, you are good to go!
Another way to ensure your
beer has no additives is to
brew it yourself. Yes, there are
kits out there that use certi-

fied kosher ingredients (Beer
Making kits make a great
Chanukah gift). Brewvana.
com offers an IPA and Brown
ale recipe who’s ingredients
are either pareve or certified kosher. Their kits are
great because they include
a live online class where an
experienced homebrewer
brews alongside you, taking
first-time brewers step by step
through the brewing process
over Zoom.
To conclude, Chanukah
should be called the festival of (F)lights. Next time
Bubbe serves you some of
her famous latkes, offer her a
Czech pilsner to complement

that fried goodness. If she
likes it, maybe get her the
Hoppy Chanukah Beer Box I
mentioned earlier. Brewvana
did the work for us and while
the box itself is not certified
kosher, you’ll find 8 amazing
beers + other surprises from
breweries across the country,
some certified kosher and
the rest brewed adhering to
Reinheitsgebot.
This is a Paid Post from
Brewvana, the premier online retailer and community for home-brew classes,
equipment and beer boxes.
This is a paid post. JTA’s
editorial team had no role
in its production.
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Hidden Veggie Latkes

Ingredients
1 large russet potato, peeled
1 large zucchini, peeled
1/2 head of cauliflower

HaPpY

407-660-8888

1/2 yellow onion
1 clove of garlic, finely minced
1/2 cup all-purpose flour
1 tablespoon baking powder
2 large eggs
1 teaspoon kosher salt
1/2 teaspoon pepper
Vegetable oil for frying
Preparation:
Grate together potato, zucchini, cauliflower, and onion. Use
a food processor to make this step faster.
Wrap the vegetable mixture in a cheesecloth or a lightweight
kitchen towel and squeeze out as much liquid as possible.
In a large bowl, combine vegetables with garlic, flour, baking
powder, eggs, salt, and pepper.
In a frying pan heat 1/2 inch of oil on medium-high. Carefully
drop a heaping tablespoon of latke mixture into oil.
Fry for roughly 2 minutes, then flip and fry the other side.
Transfer each latke to a paper towel-lined platter.
Serve while warm.
Credit: PJ Library- Visit https://pjlibrary.org/hanukkah for
more free, creative recipes, activities, podcasts and more.

The easiest jelly donut recipe ever
By Shannon Sarna
Latkes are far more popular during Hanukkah than donuts
here in the U.S. While you can find latkes in the freezer section
of almost every major supermarket, good quality sufganiyot
are much harder to come by, and lots of people I know have a
fear of using yeast to make dough like donut dough.
But there is an easier way to make sufganiyot, and it comes
in a can: biscuit dough. What can these doughy babies not do?
Using canned biscuits, you can either make full-sized sufganiyot, or smaller, donut hole-sized bites. Make sure to let
them cool before filling, or your jam or pudding will run right
out of the hot donuts. I prefer to dust with powdered sugar, but
you could also top them with cinnamon sugar if you prefer.
Note: You will need a wooden skewer and a piping bag for
this recipe.
Ingredients
1 package refrigerated biscuit dough
vegetable oil, for frying-jam, prepared pudding, Nutella, or
other filling
powdered sugar
Directions
1. Heat around 3 inches of oil in a large, deep pan over me-

dium-high heat (oil should
be 350 degrees F). To see if
the oil is hot enough, use
a thermometer or place
wooden skewer into the oil.
If small bubbles appear, it’s
ready for frying.
2. Remove biscuits from
the can. To make small donuts, cut into rounds using
a soda cap or other small
circular device. Or, you can
fry the biscuits as is.
3. Drop the small donuts in 5-6 at a time; for full biscuits,
2-3 at a time. Fry for 1-2 minutes on each side, until just
golden brown.
4. Using a spider or slotted spoon, remove from oil and place
on a wire rack. Allow to cool completely.
5. Stick a wooden skewer into one side of each donut and
create space inside by wiggling it around gently.
6. Fill a piping bag with your filling of choice and gently
insert into the hole. Gently squeeze filling into each donut.
7. Dust with powdered sugar.
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Scene Around
By Gloria Yousha — Call 407-657-9405 or gloriayousha@gmail.com

Daniel Keyes
Who knew? Of course I did …
First of all, author Daniel Keyes (born Daniel Korzenstein) was my first cousin. His mom, my aunt Betty, and
my mom, Sally, were sisters. Danny’s little sister, GAIL,
and I were (and still are), extremely close. (She feels like
a sister to me.)
Danny wrote the famous book “Flowers For Algernon”
which became required reading in some New York City
schools. He also wrote “The Minds of Billy Milligan” and
other successful books.
What people didn’t know
(but we in the family did) was
that Danny was a fabulous
singer. His favorite song to
sing was “Dearly Beloved.”
His dearly beloved were his
wonderful wife, Aurea, who
died a few years before him,
and his two lovely daughters, HILLARY and LESLIE.
Another famous person
I knew about …
Of course you heard of
Issur Danielovitch! No? How
about if I write Kirk Douglas? Of course you now know.
Kirk was a leading box-office
star for many years. And he
was Jewish! During WWII
he served in the Navy. Kirk
Kirk Douglas
was the father of four sons.
He wrote an autobiography titled “The Ragman’s Son”
about the poverty he survived as a youngster. Two of his
sons followed careers in acting. Famous actor, MICHAEL
DOUGLAS is one of them.
Here’s a star I knew of and knew …
BARBARA JOAN (BARBRA) STREISAND, a fabulous
singer and actress! (and Jewish!) Barbra went to a rival
Brooklyn school (Erasmus
Hall and I attended rival
Tilden High School.) Barbra
is the winner of the EGOT
(Emmy, Grammy, Oscar,
Tony.) Very few people have
achieved this! I am so very
proud of my fellow Brooklynite!
WJC/UNESCO Partnership with Facebook …
The World Jewish Congress/UNESCO Partnership
wit h Facebook ex pa nd s
Holocaust Education in 12
Languages.
I read this in the WJC diBarbra Streisand
gest and pass it along to you:
The WJC announced an
expansion of its partnership with Facebook to connect
users of the social media platform worldwide searching
in 12 languages with authoritative information about the
Holocaust available on the website AboutHolocaust.org.
The WJC developed AboutHolocaust.org with the United
Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization
as a comprehensive, accessible online resource providing
essential information about the history of the Holocaust
and its legacy.
When Facebook users search in any of 12 languages for
terms associated with the Holocaust or denial of it, the
social media platform will prompt them to visit AboutHolocaust.org. At that site, visitors are provided facts about
the genocide of European Jewry and the mass killings of
other national, ethnic, political, and other groups by Nazi
Germany and its accomplices during World War II.
The Facebook prompt was first initiated on Jan. 27,
International Holocaust Remembrance Day, for English
language users only. Today, users searching terms in the
following languages will be prompted to visit AboutHolocaust.org: Arabic, Chinese, English, Farsi, French, German, Hebrew, Hungarian, Polish, Portuguese, Russian and
Spanish. Facebook may add additional languages later.

Directing users to this reliable source is the social
media company’s latest effort to combat antisemitism and
Holocaust denial on its platform. It follows Facebook’s
expansion of its hate speech policy, which commits to
remove content related to Holocaust denial and antiSemitism.
“Holocaust denial, Holocaust distortion, and the spreading of conspiracy myths about the Holocaust have become
cornerstones in the vicious incitement of anti-Semitism
hatred on the part of white supremacists, neo-Nazis, and
other extreme forces,” said WJC President Ambassador
RONALD S. LAUDER. “Learning the facts of the Holocaust
is crucial to combating all those who deliberately desecrate
the memory of the millions who were murdered by Nazi
Germany and its multinational accomplices in order to
promote their reprehensible agenda. The Holocaust is
the ultimate example of what can happen when hatred
and malicious lies rooted in deliberate misinformation
are allowed to thrive.
The WJC is deeply gratified to work with UNESCO and
Facebook to ensure that Facebook’s 2.7 billion users are
provided with accurate, comprehensive information about
the Holocaust. Connecting Facebook users around the
world to AboutHolocaust.org contributes greatly to promoting tolerance and empathy as the antidote to resurgent
anti-Semitism, xenophobia, bigotry, and hate.”
I recently received this letter from our own LAURENCE MORRELL …
“I recently celebrated my79th birthday! So, nu, what’s the
big deal you ask. Well, that means I have lived in Orlando
79 years !! Guess what? There are a few (very few by the
way) other people living here who have been here a few
years longer, just as long or at least over 60 years or longer.
Well into the minority of the local Jewish Community.
(the readership of the ‘HERITAGE-Florida Jewish News’.)
“I would like to suggest that the ‘HERITAGE-Florida
Jewish News’ organize some kind of gathering to allow
these people to get together, remember the past (while
they still can), tell stories about “Old Orlando: or Old
Daytona or Old ????
“I’d suggest the event be held at the JCC in cooperation
of the three main synagogues of Orlando, Daytona Beach,
and DeLand. Marcia Zerivitz could be a great MC since
she is almost one of us, and a great source of information.
“It would be both a fun gathering and an educational
event for the community. Just a suggestion from another
‘grumpy old man.’”
(I love the suggestion! Oh but wait … I can’t attend!
I’ve been living in Winter Park (from Brooklyn, N.Y.) just
under 5 years.
(OH DARN!)
Jewish Family Services Orlando …
Some great advice: We can all feel overwhelmed at some
point, whether with school, work, or just life in general.
When you start to feel stressed or get anxious, take a
few deep breaths and try stepping away for a break from
whatever is making you feel that way. Find a few moments
in the day for some “ME” time and collect your thoughts.
Remember to be gracious to others and yourself during
stressful moments, and, if you need a little help, we are
here to help. From counseling, to our emergency food
pantry, to our RIDE program, JFS Orlando is dedicated
to putting your wellness first. Call us at (407) 644-7593
or visit JFSorlando.org.
The Jewish Pavilion …
Nancy Ludin, CEO of the Jewish Pavilion and her staff
offer some valuable advice on how to pack a hospital bag:
Most expectant parents know to pack a suitcase for their
upcoming visit to the hospital. However, everyone — especially seniors — should keep a packed bag at home. Fill it
with the necessities, as well as entertainment for yourself.
That means pajamas and a change of clothes, toiletries,
slip-on shoes, and a book to read. But it also means bringing
your medical records and other legal documents. Intake
will not know your medical wishes, so it is important to
have them with you when you arrive.
Preparing your hospital bag in advance is a great gift
to your adult children or neighbors, who can bring it to
the hospital immediately without needing to take a detour
to your home and comb through drawers until they find
everything. My mother has a packed bag of her own, and
when she had emergency gall bladder surgery, she asked
the paramedic to grab it. He did grab a bag — but not the
right one! Now, my mother only has one bag laid out for
emergency purposes, so there won’t be any confusion again!
(Great advice, Nancy!)
One for the road …
A little boy comes home from religious school (formerly
Cheder) “What did you learn today?” asks his father.
“Oh, the teacher told us the story about General Moses,
how he was leading all the Jews out of Egypt, with General
Pharoah’s Egyptians hot on their trail. And there was the
Red Sea in front of Moses, so he dropped an atomic bomb!
Bang! So the waters parted, the Jews got across, and the
Egyptians were all drowned.”
“Is that what the teacher told you?” gasped the father.
The boy shrugged. “Nope, but if I told it to you the way
he did, Pop, you’d never believe it.”

can be purchased at the following locations:
ORANGE COUNTY
JCC, 851 N. Maitland Ave., Maitland • JCC South, 11184 South
Apopka-Vineland Rd., Orlando • Kinneret, 515 South Delaney
Ave., Orlando • SOJC, 11200 S. Apopka Vineland Rd., Orlando
• Brown’s New York Deli, 156 Lake Ave., Maitland • Most Publix
Supermarkets • All Winn Dixie Supermarkets
SEMINOLE COUNTY
Heritage News, 207 O’Brien Rd., Fern Park • Barnes and Noble
Booksellers, 451 E. Altamonte Dr. Suite 2317, Altamonte Springs
& 1260 Oviedo Marketplace Blvd., Oviedo • Bagel King, 1472
Semoran Blvd., Casselberry • Kosher Kats, 744 W. S.R. 434,
Longwood • Central Florida Hillel, 4250 Alafaya Trail, Ste.
212-363, Oviedo Most Publix Supermarkets • All Winn Dixie
Supermarkets
VOLUSIA COUNTY
Federation of Volusia/Flagler, 470 Andalusia Ave., Ormond
Beach • Most Publix Supermarkets • All Winn Dixie Supermarkets • Barnes & Noble, 1900 W. International Speedway Blvd.,
Daytona Beach • Perrys Ocean Edge Resort, 2209 South Atlantic
Ave. Daytona Beach • Debary City Hall • Debary Library • Vienna
Coffee House, 275 Charles Richard Beall Bl • Starbucks, 2575
Enterprise Rd • Orange City City Hall • Orange City Library •
Dunkin Donuts, 1296 S Woodland • Stetson University Carlton
Union • Deland Chamber of Commerce • Sterling House, 1210
Stone St • Temple Israel, 1001 E New York Ave • Beth Shalom,
1310 Maximillan St • Deltona City Hall • Deltona Library •
Temple Shalom,
1785 Elkam Dr. • Temple Israel, 1001 E
New York Ave, Deland • College Arms Apt, 101 Amelia Ave,
Deland • Boston Gourmet Coffee House, 109 E. New York Ave,
Deland • Stetson University Carlton Union, 421 N Woodland
Ave, Deland • Family Bookstore, 1301 N Woodland Ave, Deland
• Deland Chamber of Commerce, 336 Woodland Ave, Deland
• Deland City Hall, 120 S Florida Ave, Deland • Beth Shalom,
206 S. Sprng Garden Ave, Deland • Orange City Library, 148
Albertus Way, Orange City • Boston Gourmet Coffee House,
1105 Saxon Blvd, Deltona • Deltona Library, 2150 Eustace Ave,
Deltona • Temple Shalom, 1785 Elkam Dr., Deltona • Deltona
Community Center, 980 Lakeshore Dr, Deltona • Debary City
Hall, 16 Colomba Rd, Debary • Debary Library, 200 Florence
K. Little, Debary
OSCEOLA COUNTY
Cindy M. Rothfield, P.A., 822 W. Bryan St., Kissimmee • Most
Publix Supermarkets • Verandah Place Realty, 504 Celebration
Ave., Celebration • All Winn Dixie Supermarkets • St. Cloud
City Hall, 1300 9th St, St. Cloud • St. Cloud Library, 810 13th
St, St. Cloud • Southern Oaks, 3865 Old Canoe Creek Rd, St.
Cloud • Plantation Bay, 4641 Old Canoe Creek Rd, St. Cloud
• Osceola Chamber of Commerce, 1425 Hwy 192, St. Cloud •
Valencia College, 1800 Denn John Ln, Kissimmee • Kissimmee
City Hall, 101 Church St, Kissimmee • Kissimmee Library, 211
E. Dakin, Kissimmee • Robinson’s Coffee Shop, 114 Broadway,
Kissimmee • Osceola County Courthouse, 2 Courthouse Sq,
Kissimmee • Barnies, 3236 John Young Pwy, Kissimmee •
Reily’s Gourmet Coffee, 3831 Vine St, Kissimmee • Shalom
Aleichem, 3501 Oak Pointe Blvd, Kissimmee • Books-A-Million,
2605 W. Osceola Pwy (522), Kissimmee • Lower East Side Deli,
8548 Palm Parkway, Lake Buena

Sudoku (see page 18A for solution)
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Orlando Weekday Morning Minyan (Conservative/Egalitarian), services MondayFriday 7:45 a.m. (9 a.m.—national holidays); 2nd floor Chapel—Jewish Academy of Orlando;
851 N. Maitland Ave., Maitland. For information call 407-298-4650.
Celebration Jewish Congregation (R), services and holiday schedules shown at www.
JewishCelebration.org; 407-479-8377.
Chabad at UCF (O), 600 Oak Cir., Oviedo, FL 32765, 407-949-8838, www.jewishucf.com.
Chabad Lubavitch of North Orlando (O), 1701 Markham Woods Road, Longwood,
407-636-5994, www.jewishorlando.com; services: Friday 7:00 p.m.; Saturday at 9:30 a.m.
Chabad of Altamonte Springs (O), 195 S. Westmonte Dr., Suite 1126, Altamonte
Springs, 407-720-8111; www.jewishaltamonte.com.
Chabad of South Orlando (O), 7347 Sand Lake Road, Orlando, 407-354-3660; www.
jewishorlando.com; Shabbat services: Monday-Friday, 8 a.m. and 10 minutes before sunset;
Saturday, 9:30 a.m.; Sunday, 8:15 a.m.
Chabad of the Space & Treasure Coasts (O), 1190 Highway A1A, Satellite Beach
and 7350 Lake Andrew Drive, Melbourne, 321-777-2770.
Congregation Ahavas Yisrael/Chabad (O), 708 Lake Howell Rd., Maitland, 407-6442500; www.chabadorlando.org; services: Sunday, 9 a.m.; Monday-Friday, 7:30 a.m.; Shabbat
services: Friday, 6:30 p.m.; Saturday, 9:30 a.m.; Family service, 4th Friday of the month.
Congregation Bet Chaim (R), 181 E. Mitchell Hammock, Oviedo, 407-830-7211; www.
betchaim.org; Shabbat services: Friday, 8 p.m.
Congregation Beth Am (C), 3899 Sand Lake Road, Longwood, 407-862-3505; www.
congbetham.org; Shabbat services: Friday, 7:30 p.m.; Saturday, 9:30 a.m.
Congregation Beth Emeth (R), 2205 Blue Sapphire Circle, Orlando, 407-222-6393;
Shabbat service: monthly, 8 p.m.
Congregation Beth Israel (Rec), Collins Resource Center, Suite 303, 9401 S.R. 200,
Ocala, 352-237-8277; bethisraelocala.org; Shabbat service, second Friday of the month, 8 p.m.
Congregation Beth Sholom (R-C), 315 North 13th St., Leesburg, 352-326-3692; www.
bethsholomflorida.org; schedule of services on website.
Congregation Beth Shalom (Progressive Conservative), 1308 E. Normandy Blvd.,
Deltona; 386-804-8283; www.mybethshalom.com; Call for more information.
Congregation B’nai Torah (C), 403 N. Nova Rd., Ormond Beach, 32174, 386-672-1174;
www.mybnaitorah.com; Shabbat services: Friday, 8 p.m.; Saturday, 10 a.m.
Congregation Chabad Lubavitch of Greater Daytona (O), 1079 W. Granada Blvd.,
Ormond Beach, 386-672-9300; Shabbat services Friday, 7:30 p.m.; Saturday, 10 a.m.
Congregation of Reform Judaism (R), 928 Malone Dr., Orlando, 407-645-0444;
www.crjorlando.org: Shabbat services, 7 p.m. 1st, 2nd and 3rd Fridays; 6 p.m., 4th and 5th
Fridays; Saturday: 10 a.m.
Congregation Ohev Shalom (C), 613 Concourse Parkway South, Maitland, 407-2984650; www.ohevshalom.org; Shabbat service, Friday, 7:30 p.m.; Saturday, 9:30 a.m.
Congregation Shalom Aleichem (R), 3501 Oak Pointe Blvd., Kissimmee, 407-9350064; www.shalomaleichem.com; Shabbat service, 1st and 3rd Fridays of the month, 8 p.m.
Congregation Shomer Ysrael (C), 5382 Hoffner Ave., Orlando, 407-227-1258, call for
services and holiday schedules.
Congregation Sinai (C/R), 303 N. S.R. 27, Minneola; 352-243-5353; congregation-sinai.
org; services: every Friday, 7:30 p.m.; Shabbat Service evert Saturday, 10 a.m.
Orlando Torah Center (O), 8591 Banyan Blvd., Orlando; 347-456-6485; ShacharisShabbos 9 a.m.; Mon.—Thurs. 6:45 a.m.; Sun. and Legal Holidays 8 a.m.; Mincha/Maariv
Please call for times.
Southwest Orlando Jewish Congregation/Ohalei Rivka (C), 11200 S. ApopkaVineland Rd., Orlando, 407-239-5444; Shabbat service, Friday, 7:30 p.m.; Saturday, 9:30 a.m.
Temple Beth El (R) / Temple Israel (C), 579 N. Nova Rd., Ormond Beach, 386-6756615 / 386-252-3097; Friday Shabbat Service 7 p.m.; Saturday 10 a.m.
Temple Beth Shalom (R), P.O. Box 031233, Winter Haven, 813-324-2882.
Temple Beth Shalom (C), 40 Wellington Drive, Palm Coast, 386-445-3006; Shabbat
service, Friday, 8 p.m.; Saturday, 9 a.m.
Temple Beth Sholom (C), 5995 N. Wickham Rd. Melbourne, 321-254-6333; www.
mytbs.org; Shabbat services: Friday, 7 p.m.; Saturday: 9:30 a.m. Minyan, Tuesday, 7:30 p.m.;
Thursday, 10:00 a.m.
Temple Beth Shalom (R), 1109 N.E. 8th Ave., Ocala, 352-629-3587; Shabbat services:
Friday, 8 p.m.; Torah study: Saturday, 10:00 a.m.
Temple B’nai Darom (R), 49 Banyan Course, Ocala, 352-624-0380; Friday Services 8 p.m.
Temple Israel (C), 50 S. Moss Rd., Winter Springs, 407-647-3055; www.tiflorida.org;
Shabbat services: Friday, 7:30 p.m.; Saturday, 9:30 a.m.; Sunday 9:00 a.m.
Temple Israel (R), 7300 Lake Andrew Drive, Melbourne, 321-631-9494.
Temple Israel of DeLand (R), 1001 E. New York Ave., DeLand, 386-736-1646; www.
templeisraelofdeland.org; Friday Shabbat service, 7 p.m.; Saturday, 10:00 a.m. followed by
Torah study.
Temple Shalom (formerly New Jewish Congregation) (R), 13563 Country Road
101, Oxford, 352-748-1800; www.templeshalomcentralfl.org; Shabbat services: Friday, 7
p.m.; last Saturday of the month, 9:30 a.m.
Temple Shalom of Deltona (R/C), 1785 Elkcam Blvd., Deltona, 386-789-2202; www.
shalomdeltona.org; Shabbat service; Saturday: 10 a.m.
Temple Shir Shalom (R) Services held at Temple Israel, 50 S. Moss Rd., Winter Springs,
407-366-3556, www.templeshirshalom.org; Shabbat services: three Fridays each month,
7:30 p.m.
Traditional Congregation of Mount Dora (T) Mount Dora, 352-735-4774; www.
tcomd.org; Shabbat services: Saturday, 9:30 a.m. sharp.
(R) Reform (C) Conservative (O) Orthodox (Rec) Reconstructionist (T) Mehitsa
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Making Chanukah with
children meaningful
By Sarah Gershman
Chanukah can be a great
time for simple and fun family art projects. There is a
custom for each member of
the family to have his/her own
menorah. This year, why not
make your own? You can buy
lots of small votive candles
(yahrtzeit candles are an
inexpensive way to do this)
and decorate the glass with
a collage of colorful pieces of
tissue paper. When the votives
are lit, light shines through
the tissue paper like stained
glass. This is a great hanukkiyah for the Friday night of the
holiday, when the candles are
supposed to burn for at least
two hours— as long as Shabbat candles burn. No matter
what kind of hanukkiyah you
use, try to place it in as visible
a spot as possible to fulfill the
mitzvah of “pirsumei nisa”
(publicizing the miracle).
And don’t forget the decorations. Judaica stores sell
lots of colorful Chanukah
decorations that make the
house feel more festive. You
may want to choose your own
theme. I know one family that
decorates their house with
homemade pictures of Jewish
holiday objects, which symbolize to them the uniqueness
of Judaism — definitely a
theme of the holiday.

Make each night special
One of the wonderful things
about Chanukah is that it lasts
eight days Giving each night
a special theme can increase
the excitement and take
some of the attention away
from presents. Themes might
include “Tzedakah (charity) night,” “Sing-Off Night,”
“Party Night” and, of course,
“Presents Night.” I know a
family that eats a different
kind of potato latke (pancake)
for dinner each night. Apples,
cauliflower or even meat can
be delicious additions to the
traditional potato latke.
Cheese is also a great Chanukah food, as it recollects the
heroism of Judith, who cleverly fed Holofernes, a general
fighting the Maccabees, salty
cheese and wine. When the
general promptly fell asleep,
Judith cut off his head and
thereby saved her town from
his tyranny.
Chanukah is also an ideal
time to do fun activities like
playing music, taking pictures
or making home movies documenting the year’s celebration. One family I know drips
Chanukah candle wax each
night on their family album.
Then, the following year, they
take out the album, look at
the wax and try to remember
where they were and what they
did on each night.

Celebrate our uniqueness as Jews
One of the miracles of Chanukah is that the Jewish people were able to reconsecrate
the Temple — our spiritual
center and a powerful symbol
of our uniqueness. Chanukah
today presents us with the opportunity to reconsecrate our
own uniqueness as a religion,
a people and a culture.
Chanukah is a time to
discuss as a family some of
the blessings and challenges
of being Jewish in a predominantly Christian country. One
way to spark discussion on this
subject is to watch a movie
that in some way tackles the
subject of assimilation. Some
suggestions include “My Big
Fat Greek Wedding,” “Avalon,”
“Keeping the Faith,” “The Jazz
Singer,” ”Monsoon Wedding”
and “American Desi.”
Snowflakes could be a
wonderful seasonal Chanukah symbol, as no two are
alike. You can even make
“Chanukah snowflakes” out of
colorful paper and use them
to decorate the house. And
if Chanukah happens to fall
on a snowy day, take a walk
outside and really look at the
snowflakes that fall on your
hand and try to see the differences between them.
Have a joyous and meaningful Chanukah!

OBITUARIES

JYMMIE LYNN
JACOBSON
Jymmie Lynn Jacobson, a
wife, mother, bubbe, aunt,
sister, friend, and caregiver for
many, died unexpectedly on
Nov. 8, 2021, at the age of 58.
Jymmie is survived by her
parents, James and Patricia
Gazaway, her husband, Dr. Hal
Jacobson, and her children —
Abraham and Isaac Jacobson,
Marla (Dr. Justin) Capes, Mark
(Heather) and Larry (Ashley)
Jacobson; as well as her sisters,
Marie, Susan and Paige. She
is predeceased by her sister,
Melissa.
Jymmie was born in Tennessee on Dec. 5, 1962. She
graduated with her registered
nursing degree in Florida and
practiced nursing in Orlando
as well as Leesburg, Florida.
On July 6, 1991, she married
the love of her life, Hal, as well
as his three children and on
June 10, 1993, and October
18, 1995, respectively, she
welcomed her two sons into
the world. While her family
meant everything to her, she
was also an avid and skilled
home chef using her skills
to entertain and host in her
home. She was very giving
to her friends, family and

community, as well as active
in her Jewish community at
Congregation Ohev Shalom.
No amount of words can adequately describe the positive
impact she had on others and
how greatly she will be missed.
A funeral service was held
at the Congregation Ohev
Shalom Cemetery in the
Pavilion. In lieu of flowers,
the family requests contributions in memory of Jymmie
Jacobson to the COS/Jymmie
L Jacobson Kitchen Fund. 615
Concourse Parkway South,
Maitland FL 32751.
Arrangements entrusted to
Beth Shalom Memorial Chapel, 640 Lee Road, Orlando FL
32810, 407-599-1180, www.
bethshalommemorialchapel.
com.

ELISHEVA PINHAS
ZEIRA
Elisheva Pinhas Zeira, 86,
passed away peacefully on
Tuesday, Nov. 9, 202, in Boca
Raton, Fla., with her daughter,
Dr. Shelly Fenton-Zeira, by
her side.
Elisheva was born Dec.
26, 1934, in Tel-Aviv, Israel,
to Shlomo Pinhas, z”l, and
Rachel Cohen Pinhas, z”l.
She graduated Gymnasia

Herzeliah High School in
1953 in Tel Aviv and then
went on to nursing school in
Israel. She served in the Israeli
Defense Force in the Armored
Corps from 1953-1955. In
1960, she married Yuval Zeira
and they immigrated to the
New York City area to pursue
further studies. She received
a dual bachelor’s degree in
psychology and nursing in
1971 from Queens College
in New York. In 1973 she received her master’s from NYU
in counseling and further
studied psychotherapy. She
enjoyed a lifelong career as a
psychotherapist at Mt. Sinai
and Lenox Hill Hospitals in
New York City. She retired in
Boca Raton in 2000.
She maintained close relationships with her family in
Israel and Toronto, Canada.
She enjoyed reading, watching movies and traveling to
Mexico, Peru, Europe, Israel
and Toronto.
She is survived by her
daughter, Dr. Shelly FentonZeira (Dr. Kimberly), grandmother of Gabriel, Zachary
and Ariella; as well as her siblings, Ayala, Ilana, and Yigal in
Israel; and a tribe of cousins
— Dr. Yehiel, Avigail, Drora,
Ofra, and Danny Meghory in
Toronto. She is predeceased
by her brother, Ami Pinhas,
z”l, and Aunt Sarah Meghory,
z”l, in Toronto.
Funeral services and burial
were held at Congregation
Ohev Shalom Cemetery.
Contributions in memory
of Elisheva Pinhas Zeira may
be made to Congregation
Ohev Shalom and the American Diabetes Association.
Arrangements entrusted to
Beth Shalom Memorial Chapel. 640 Lee Road, Orlando.
407-599-1180, www.bethshalommemorialchapel.com
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This forgotten Chanukah heroine deserves all the love

Judith beheading Holofernes painting by Caravaggio.
By Steph Black
(Alma via JTA) -- Chanukah
season means latkes, menorahs and the retelling of the
classic story about Judah and
the Maccabees. But there’s a
woman from a few hundred
years before Judah was around
who is just as important to
this story.
This Chanukah, let’s bring
this forgotten biblical badass
back into the spotlight.
She’s not mentioned in the
Torah. Her earliest known
stories aren’t even in Hebrew;
they’re in Greek. And she’s on
the fringes of medieval texts,
at best. And though her story
is interwoven with quite a few
fictional elements, the story of
Judith is too important not to
celebrate and share. She is the
feminist activist we need right
now — she just happens to be
from antiquity.
Judith’s story starts in Jerusalem centuries before Judah’s
story of the Maccabean revolt.
A widow of three years, she has
been in deep mourning, only

wearing rags and ashes. And
her children are on the brink
of starvation, as her city is under siege by the evil Holofernes
and his armies, who have been
sent by King Nebuchadnezzar
of the Babylonian Empire to
conquer the city and convert
the Jews living there. Though
they had fought back against
Holofernes as best they could,
the Israelites were ready to
surrender.
But Judith is not. Determined her city will not fall,
she devises a plan and convinces her people that she can
singlehandedly defeat their
enemies. Judith is disgusted
by the faithlessness of the
leaders of Jerusalem and
tells them that God will act
through her.
That night, Judith sheds
her mourning clothes, dresses
herself in her finest jewels and,
with wine and her maid, she
leaves the city in the dark.
Alone, the two women walk
into the enemy’s camp and
straight up to the royal tent
(that’s not something you just,

like, did back then). Struck by
her beauty, Holofernes asks,
“Who are you? Where do you
come from and where do you
wish to go?”
Judith responds, “I have
heard of your wisdom and
skill, and since Israel has
sinned, I know that you will
conquer the city and take
possession of it, so I came to
save myself and my father’s
household when you take the
city.” She promises to help
Holofernes conquer the city
from the inside, and he invites
her into his tent intending to
seduce her. She follows him.
Inside, Holofernes indulges
in a feast and drinks more
than he ever has in celebration of his near victory, with
Judith feeding him cheese and
pouring him more and more
wine. Yes, my friends, cheese
and wine are the weapons of
choice in this story. RESPECT.
Judith feasts, too, but only on
what she has brought with her.
Holofernes soon falls asleep.
Turning her thoughts to God,
Judith grabs the sword on his

How to make someone’s day better

bedpost, and in one swift motion, beheads Holofernes as he
sleeps. (OK, so the sword was
a weapon, too.)
Judith then takes the head
of Holofernes in her bag and
swiftly leaves the tent with
her maid. The two return
unnoticed back to the city
walls, where she commands
the guards to put his head
up high for all of Holofernes’
armies to see upon sunrise.
When they wake, Holofernes’ men see what has become
of him and flee. Jerusalem is
safe, thanks to Judith’s actions. The Israelites enter the
camps and plunder them for
their invaluable riches, much
needed after years of living
under siege.
Judith is given Holofernes’
tent and all his possessions.
She is blessed by every woman
and leads thothem in song
and dance. She praises God
for giving her the courage and
strength needed to save her
people. Judith is celebrated
for three months.
Though many offer, Judith
chooses not to remarry, instead living her life as a free
woman. She frees her maid
before she dies at the age of 105
This story was once told
alongside the more wellknown story of Judah and the
Maccabees each Chanukah.
Both Judah and Judith’s
names come from the same
root and both stories are about
military victories that seemed
impossible. But mostly, only
Judah’s story is recounted and
celebrated today.
There has been a movement
to place Judith back in the
forefront of the Chanukah

story. Some even eat dairy
on Chanukah to commemorate the cheese Judith fed
Holofernes before taking his
head (cheese latkes, anyone?).
Her story is gruesome. She
is a lone woman, determined
not to let the children of her
city starve or be converted.

But instead of cowering and
surrendering like the male
leaders suggest, Judith decides to take a stand, taking
matters (and heads) into her
own hands.
Steph Black is a women’s
studies major at American
University.
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During the pandemic the
leadership at the Jewish Pavilion has been amazed by
the positive response of the
community toward helping
seniors in long-term care.
Cards have arrived from all
over the country and there is
never a week without a shipment of new cards.

Recently Zoe Chepenik, a
high school student, decided
to make over 100 decorated
and filled candy jars to share
with seniors. She also wrote
beautiful cards which said,
“Hi! My name is Zoe. I hope
you enjoy these. I am an upcoming senior at Winter Park
High School. I was thinking

about you and how I could
make your day better. I hope
this card finds you well. Have
a great day. Zoe”
“With passionate and caring young leaders like Zoe in
our community, we can rest
assured that our future is
bright at the Jewish Pavilion,”
said Nancy Ludin, CEO.

www.bethshalommemorialchapel.com
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Happy
Chanukah

Find more
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Fun ways to incorporate Jewish values
into your family’s Chanukah
By Sheryl Haft
For Jewish children, the excitement of Chanukah is often
connected to the promise of
receiving gifts — usually one
for each of the eight nights.
For parents, however, the
gift-buying and gift-giving
can start to feel like a longrunning episode of the Home
Shopping Network, leading
some of us to wonder: What
messages are we imparting
to our children during this
time of year?
While our daughters were
growing up, my husband and I
paused to consider the values
we wished to encourage during Chanukah. Agreeing on
“quality family time” as a main
goal, we tried a new approach
and categorized each of the
eight nights — one night was
game night, in which a board
or card game would be gifted
and then played together.
Another was book night, then
puzzle night and so on. This
provided added meaning and
welcomed structure for us
gift-buyers and helped set our
kids’ expectations.
My kids are grown now, but
I’ve recently had Chanukah
on the brain again, and not
just because it’s merely a few
weeks away. As I was writing my newest picture book,
“Goodnight Bubbala,” I visited
with Pamela Schwartz, the
director of the Penn Family
Early Childhood Center at
Park Avenue Synagogue in
New York. While discussing
the themes of my book and
Jewish American culture
today, Pamela shared the list

of eight Jewish values central
to the school’s Jewish Life
Curriculum, such as “hesed”
(showing kindness and helping others) and “hachnasat
orhim” (welcoming guests).
These struck me as exceptional guiding principles for
children — and adults! — of
any age. But outside of the
school setting, I wondered:
How could these eight core
values be reinforced? Again,
I thought: Chanukah! Eight
core Jewish values on each
of the eight nights of Chanukah could be taught through
games and activities while enjoying quality time together.
With families, grandparents
and friends gathering for the
Festival of Lights, it seems like
a wonderful time to impart
these everlasting gifts.
Framing your Chanukah
around these values can bring
special, long-lasting meaning
to your holiday traditions.
At the same time, they can
inspire your child to be a kind
and thoughtful person — a
mensch. What better gift is
there?
Read on to learn more about
these values, and how you can
incorporate them into each
night of Chanukah.
Hachnasat Orhim: Welcoming guests
Offering a guest food, company and welcoming words
teaches kindness and helps
creates a community that
cares for one another.
Before friends or the whole
mishpacha arrive for a Chanukah gathering, role-play
this game: Pretend you are
the guest and your child is

the host. “What will you do
when guests arrive at the
front door?” Decide on a warm
greeting, such as “Happy Chanukah!” Act out other ways to
be hospitable, such as taking a
coat, carrying a bag or offering
food and drink.
Haver Tov: Being a good
friend
Jewish tradition teaches the
value of friendship. As it says in
Ecclesiastes: “Two people are
better off than one, for they
can help each other succeed.
If one person falls, the other
can reach out and help. But
someone who falls alone is in
real trouble.”
In advance of gathering
with another family, discuss
what it means to be a “good
friend.” Which toy or book
might your child share? Make
a plan for your child to work
together with a friend, such
as helping to prepare food or
setting the table.
Bikkur Holim: Visiting
those who are sick
Visiting a person who is sick
or in pain teaches compassion
and appreciation of one’s own
health. Recall when your child
may have been ill and how the
care of others helped them feel
better. “Is there someone we
know who might be sick, or
old, or lonely? What might
make that person feel better?”
On one night of Chanukah,
make a plan to visit a person
who is not well. Bringing news
and conversation will lift that
person’s spirit. If an illness
is contagious, prohibiting a
visit, you and your child can
cook and deliver a meal, call
to wish that someone a “Happy

Chanukah!” or make and send
a get well card.
Bal Tashchit: Not wasting
The Jewish concept of bal
tashchit means to not destroy,
or not be wasteful of our natural resources. Sometimes we
waste water, energy, paper,
food or toys. Discuss the three
R’s with your kids: “How can
we reduce, reuse and recycle
during our Chanukah celebration — and beyond?”
Make little signs to remember to turn off water and
lights. Create a paper recycling box. Do not use food for
art projects. Also, remember
there’s a fourth R, too: What if
your child receives a gift they
don’t like or won’t really use?
Discuss “re-gifting” – giving
the gift to another child who
might enjoy it.
Hakarat HaTov: Expressing thanks
Hakarat HaTov encourages
gratitude by reminding us
to “recognize the good” all
around us. Acknowledging
what we have to be thankful
for, especially beyond material possessions, can help a
child feel grounded, grateful
and happy.
Make a game of the Jewish tradition of finding 100
blessings in each day. See
how many “blessings” you and
your child can find — they
can be as simple as the sun,
eyesight or a warm bowl of
soup. (Also, you can read my
book, “Goodnight Bubbala,”
and find the many expressions
of gratitude in taking the
time to say goodnight to one’s
belongings and loved ones!)

Hesed: Showing kindness
There are over 190 references to hesed in the Torah.
Practicing loving-kindness
is a primary ethical value of
Judaism, which demands action. It encourages our children to give of themselves
with love and compassion
and to become thoughtful,
giving members of their
communities. Discuss with
your kids the things we can
do to be kind to someone
else.
On a night of Chanukah,
commit to good deeds for
a friend, family member or
neighbor, such as helping an
older person with a chore or
walking a neighbor’s dog. For
additional ideas and inspiration, check out the organization Areyvut, which offers
Daily Acts of Kindness emails
that remind us that “one small
action can help so many.”
Tzedakah: To give charitably
As an extension of the
concept of sharing — a value
already familiar to most kids
— tzedakah means that resources such as food, clothing
and shelter are shared with
others who may be in need. It
often implies gifts of money,
but giving of one’s time, expertise or even a friendly smile
are all forms of tzedakah.
Modeling charitable giving
can help kids feel that, even
in small ways, they can be
helpful to others.
Ask: What can our family give for tzedakah? When
preparing for Chanukah and
visiting the grocery store, you

can purchase extra boxes or
cans of food and deliver them
to a food pantry. You can
volunteer together at a home
for the elderly. For an older
child, you can give a gift card
from an organization such
as GlobalGiving or Changing
the Present, which will allow
your child to learn about and
connect to a cause that they
care about.
Tikkun Olam: Repairing
our world
In the Jewish tradition of
“healing the world,” what
can your child and family
do to help fix what is wrong
with the world? Discuss
issues related to the environment and humankind
such as homelessness and
hunger. According to Feeding
America, one in five children
in the United States lacks
dependable access to food.
Give examples of actions you
have taken in your own life to
lead or effect change.
Read books to inspire, such
as “Swimmy” by Leo Lionni,
which teaches the power of
children joining together
against injustice. And “Amrita’s Tree” in The Barefoot
Book of Earth Tales” by Dawn
Casey and Anne Wilson, about
how one girl and her mother
protect the trees integral to
their village’s way of life.
Then, decide on actions.
Lead a coat drive. Participate
in a park cleanup. Help start a
community garden. Activities
like these will empower your
child and family to help repair
the world.
This story originally appeared on Kveller.

A prolific Jewish writer has collected 4,000 tiny dreidels
found by Eastern European treasure hunters

Shira Hanau/JTA; background courtesy Kurzweil

Arthur Kurzweil first encountered amulets and dreidels excavated by treasure hunters
during a trip to his father’s hometown in Poland. Now he has collected thousands of them.
By Shira Hanau
(JTA) — Even when Arthur
Kurzweil sits by himself in his
study, he doesn’t feel that he’s
alone. After all, he has the
dreidels — all 4,000 of them.
Kurzweil, 70, is a prolific
author and editor who has
written books about Judaism
and magic and his car rides
with Talmud scholar Adin
Steinsaltz, as well as the Kabbalah and Torah installments
in the “… for Dummies”
series.
His most significant contribution to Jewish publishing, however, may be his

books and teaching about
Jewish genealogy: He has
exhaustively chronicled his
efforts to trace his own family’s lineage, including along
the many branches that were
broken when family members were murdered in the
Holocaust.
The dreidels, pulled from
the earth across Eastern Europe, represent an extension
of that work, Kurzweil told
the Jewish Telegraphic Agency
from amid the collection in his
Long Island home.
“I look at them … and
I think, what’s the history
of this? And when’s the last

time somebody played that
game?” he said, adding, “I
wonder what this person’s fate
ultimately was.”
It’s not just dreidels that
surround Kurzweil. Quietly and in collaboration with
Eastern Europe’s sizable community of treasure hunters,
he has amassed a sweeping
collection of Jewish objects
unearthed from throughout
Eastern Europe. While Holocaust museums and concentration camps bring visitors
face to face with the piles of
shoes and eyeglasses worn
by Jews who were about to be
killed, Kurzweil lives with re-

minders of the lives they lived.
In addition to the tiny
dreidels, made of pewter and
lead and clearly intended
for children, Kurzweil has
also collected boxes of metal
kosher seals, which would
have been affixed to packages of food to attest to their
kosher status; dozens of pins
that would have been worn
by members of Jewish youth
and Zionist organizations;
and coin-sized metal disks
that synagogues would have
handed out to people being
called to the Torah.
The collection also includes amulets that, while
not a typical Jewish practice
today, were historically used
by Jews seeking to ward off
various ailments. Several of
the amulets in the collection
include a prayer to protect
the wearer from diphtheria.
Others were worn to protect
the wearer from the dangers
of childbirth.
The size and breadth of
Kurzweil’s collections paint
a unique portrait of everyday
Eastern European Jewish life
during the late 19th and early
20th century, until the beginning of the Holocaust. That
makes them unique in the
context of Jewish history and
art collections, which more
typically focus on ritual objects, such as Hanukkah menorahs, Shabbat candlesticks
or intricately decorated spice

boxes used in the Havdalah
ritual to end Shabbat.
“It shows everyday shtetl
life at its most basic and ordinary and, if you will, when
things were going relatively
well,” said Beth Weingast, an
art and Judaica appraiser who
examined the collection for
Kurzweil several years ago.
William L. Gross, a collector of Judaica and Jewish art
in Tel Aviv for nearly half a
century, owns a large collection of amulets himself. He
said he had never heard of a
collection of workaday items
as large as Kurzweil’s, noted
that objects such as the ones
Kurzweil collected that speak
to the daily lives of Jews in prewar Eastern Europe remain
woefully understudied.
“It’s fabulous material
because it’s objects of the
normal, regular Jew, not the
aristocracy, not the merchant
class but the people. And that
is of extreme importance,”
Gross said.
John Ward, who heads the
silver department at Sotheby’s, likewise said Kurzweil’s
collection of Judaica made
from inexpensive metals such
as pewter and lead is significant. “To have this focus on
the folk art and the utilitarian
side, that would be the only
one I’ve heard of,” he said.
While Ward spends most of
his time working with objects
made of expensive materials,

he noted that a collection
like Kurzweil’s would tell an
important story about Jewish
communities that were destroyed during the Holocaust.
“There’s something very
poignant about the idea that
these were things that were
used and loved and brought
out at holidays and then essentially became trash,” he said.
Of course, the objects didn’t
become trash so much as were
turned into it by the Nazis and
their collaborators.
“My assumption based on
where they are found is that
most of the people who were
entangled with these objects
were murdered in the Holocaust. So in a sense the collection becomes a Holocaust
memorial,” Kurzweil said.
Kurzweil first purchased
an unearthed amulet in
the 1970s while on a trip to
PrzemyĞl, Poland, a town
where several members of his
family had lived before World
War II.
“When I saw my first amulet, my first pendant, I was
just drawn to it. I was shocked
that they still exist under the
ground. I didn’t want them
to disappear or to be thrown
away,” Kurzweil said.
But it wasn’t until 2015,
when Kurzweil traveled to
Warsaw on his way to his
father’s hometown of Dobro-

Dreidels on page 19A
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Weekly roundup of world briefs
Polish soccer referee
sends antisemitic rant
to group fighting antiSemitism
By Cnaan Liphshiz
KRAKOW, Poland (JTA) —
Jewish groups in Poland complained after a professional
soccer referee ridiculed the
work of a group trying to root
out antisemitism in the sport.
Lukasz Araszkiewicz, a referee from Poznan, called the
work of the Never Again association “hogwash by Jewish
centers and milieus.” Never
Again, which seeks to curb
expressions of racist hatred
in soccer, had invited him and
others to participate in the
group’s activities, the Poznan
edition of Gazeta Wyborca on
Tuesday reported.
“Jews are not a chosen
people despite this everlasting
pretense of theirs,” Araszkiewicz replied in an email, “and
portraying Poles as antisemites and talking about Polish
concentration camps is the
biggest Jewish f*****g despicable thing since World War
II,” according to Never Again.
Never Again and the American Jewish Committee’s
Warsaw office urged FIFA,
the world soccer federation,
to take disciplinary action
against Araszkiewicz, Never
Again wrote on Facebook
Wednesday.
Gal Gadot tells a joke in
Hebrew on James Corden’s ‘Late Late Show’
By Shira Hanau
(JTA) — Gal Gadot is back
to speaking Hebrew on latenight American TV.
In an appearance on CBS’
“The Late Late Show” on
Tuesday night, host James
Corden subjected the Israeli
star to a game titled “Gal GaYES or Gal Ga-NO.” Corden
challenged Gadot to perform
a series of tasks, including
throwing a grape in the air
and catching it in her mouth,
and reading a line in a British
accent in front of the studio
audience.
The second challenge on
the list had a more limited
audience.
“Can Gal Gadot tell a joke
in Hebrew and make Hagar
laugh?” Corden asked the
audience. Hagar Ben Ari, an
Israeli musician, is a member
of the show’s house band.
Gadot wasted no time telling her joke.
“A baby is like instant coffee, do you know why?” Gadot
said in Hebrew. “It’s easy to
make it and it keeps you up
all night.”
It was a Gal Ga-YES.
“It’s really funny,” Ben Ari
responded.
In UK poll, most respondents don’t know how
many Jews perished in
the Holocaust
By Cnaan Liphshiz
] (JTA) — In a survey among
2,000 adult Britons, 52% did
not seem to know how many
Jews died in the Holocaust and
22% couldn’t name a single
concentration camp.
The Conference on Jewish
Material Claims Against Germany, or Claims Conference,
on Wednesday published the
results of the survey, which it
had conducted in the United
Kingdom in October ahead of
Nov. 10, the anniversary of the
1938 Kristallnacht pogroms
in Germany and Austria.
“We are very concerned
to see the profound gaps in
knowledge of the Holocaust,”

said Gideon Taylor, the president of the Claims Conference,
which is the body representing Jewish communities and
organizations in reparations
talks with Germany.
The organization’s findings
about levels of Holocaust
awareness in Britain suggest
Americans are less knowledgeable than Britons.
In a Claims Conference
survey in the United States
last year, 31% of respondents
said they believed that substantially fewer than 6 million
Jews were killed during the
Holocaust. Almost half of
Americans, or 45%, couldn’t
name a single concentration
camps. The survey had a 2%
error of margin.
In the same survey, 76%
said they had never heard
of the Kindertransports,
the name of an operation in
which the U.K. government
in 1938 granted life-saving
visas to 10,000 Jewish children whose parents sent them
from Europe to relative safety
in Britain months before the
Nazis took over the mainland.
Israel approves COVID-19 vaccination for
5-11-year-olds
(JNS) — Israel has approved
coronavirus vaccination for
children aged 5 to 11, the
Health Ministry announced
in a press conference on
Wednesday night.
The nearly unanimous
vote—73 in favor and two
against—was reached by the
Pandemic Response Team
and the Advisory Committee
on Vaccines.
According to the ministry,
of the 73 experts who voted
to approve the move, 67 supported recommending that
young children get inoculated, and six were for merely
allowing them to do so.
The decision comes on the
heels of the U.S. Food and
Drug Administration and
Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention approval last
week of the Pfizer BioNTech
vaccine for 5-11-year-olds.
At the end of August,
Israel was the first country
to extend eligibility for a
third dose of the COVID-19
vaccine to all citizens aged
12 and above. The United
States followed suit several
weeks later, after chief U.S.
medical adviser Dr. Anthony
Fauci announced that data
from Israeli booster shots
would clarify the level of risk
involved in administering
them to citizens under the
age of 65.
As Israel began a national
drill on Thursday to test the
country’s preparedness for the
outbreak of a new, more lethal
variant COVID-19. Israeli
Prime Minister Naftali Bennett said that though Israel is
“is in an excellent situation”
where managing the virus is
concerned, “we are not closing
up shop.”
To safeguard the public
while maintaining the flow
of normal life, he stressed,
“we must continue to closely
monitor the situation and
prepare for any scenario.”
Israel, US, UAE, Bahrain
launch joint naval drill
in Red Sea
By Lilach Shoval
(Israel Hayom via JNS)
— The navies of the United
Arab Emirates, Bahrain,
Israel and the United States
made history on Wednesday
as they began conducting a

multilateral maritime security operations exercise in the
Red Sea, the U.S. military said
in a statement on Thursday.
The five-day exercise includes at-sea training aboard
amphibious transport dock
ship USS Portland and will
focus on “visit, board, search
and seizure tactics,” according to U.S. Naval Forces Central Command. The training
will “enhance interoperability
between participating forces’
maritime interdiction teams,”
according to the statement.
“It is exciting to see U.S.
forces training with regional
partners to enhance our collective maritime security capabilities,” said NAVCENT and
U.S. 5th Fleet Commander
Vice Adm. Brad Cooper.
“Maritime collaboration helps
safeguard freedom of navigation and the free flow of trade,
which are essential to regional
security and stability.”
The US 5th Fleet area of operations encompasses nearly
2.5 million square miles of
water area and includes the
Arabian Gulf, Gulf of Oman,
Red Sea, parts of the Indian
Ocean and three critical choke
points at the Strait of Hormuz,
the Suez Canal and the Strait
of Bab el-Mandeb.
This is the first naval
drill involving these four
countries, and comes amid
rising tensions with Iran and
looming nuclear negotiations
between the Islamic Republic
and global powers.
Saudi media: Assad
behind expulsion of
Iranian military leader
from Syria
(JNS) — Syrian President
Bashar Assad was involved
in the ejection of Iranian
Quds Force Commander
Jawad Ghafari, wrote Saudi
publications Al Arabiya and Al
Hadathon Wednesday.
According to reports, Assad
asked the Iranian regime to
withdraw Ghafari due to the
“overactivity” of the Quds
Force in Syria, which the
Syrian dictator considered to
be a breach of sovereignty in
multiple sectors.
The Saudi media said Ghafari’s exit from Syria is part of
a negative trend that Iran has
faced regarding its entrenchment efforts there.
Al Arabiya quoted a “knowledgeable source” as saying
Assad and other senior Syrian
officials stand behind Ghafari’s return to Iran following
months of disagreements between Damascus and Tehran.
The publications claimed
that Ghafari circumvented
Syrian mechanisms while
smuggling goods for blackmarket production, forming
competition to the legal
Syrian market. It added that
Iranian forces in Syria exploited the country’s natural
resources for their personal
gain and evaded tax payments
to the Syrian state.
On Tuesday, Yediot Achronot published an analysis arguing that Assad is dissatisfied
with Iranian forces operating
in his area and that Israel is
taking advantage of that fact
to step up attacks on Iranian
targets.
Murderer of Holocaust
survivor Mireille Knoll
sentenced to life
By Aaron Bandler
(Jewish Journal via JNS) —
A French court on Wednesday
sentenced Yacine Mihoub to
life in prison, with no possibil-

ity of parole for 22 years, for
the 2018 murder of Holocaust
survivor Mireille Knoll. A
second man, Alexander Carrimbacus, was sentenced to 15
years in prison for theft with
anti-Semitic intent.
In its ruling, the court said
that the murder-robbery had
been fueled by “a broader context of anti-Semitism,” which
had led Mihoub to believe
Knoll, as a Jew, had “hidden
treasures” in her home, according to France24.
Knoll, 85, was stabbed
11 times, and Mihoub, her
neighbor, is alleged to have
shouted “Allahu Akbar” while
killing her.
Knoll’s family lauded the
court’s sentence as “just,” and
Jewish groups also praised
the verdict.
“Mireille Knoll survived the
Holocaust only to die as the
victim of violent antisemitism,” tweeted Anti-Defamation League CEO Jonathan
Greenblatt. “My thoughts
are with her loved ones as the
trial comes to an end and the
perpetrator is sentenced to life
in prison. May her memory
forever be a blessing.”
The American Jewish Committee tweeted: “Nothing can
bring her back, but at the very
least justice has been served.
Our thoughts are with her
family today.”
Dr. Shimon Samuels, director for International Relations
at the Simon Wiesenthal
Center, said in a statement,
“There should be no reduction of sentences for such a
heinous crime. We expect
that – taking into account the
antisemitic circumstances –
this will represent a new step
for French jurisprudence. The
police and judges now have
access to the [International
Holocaust Remembrance
Alliance] Definition and hatecrime legislation.”
StandWithUs Israel Executive Director Michael Dickson
tweeted, “Antisemitism is
deadly. May Mireille’s memory
be a blessing.”
This article was first published by the Jewish Journal.
Russian official claims
its air-defense systems
‘intercepted six Israeli
missiles’ over Syria
(JNS) — Russian-made airdefense systems in Syrian possession intercepted six Israeli
guided missiles over Syria, a
Russian official has claimed.
According to a report by
Russian media outlet Sputnik, Rear Adm. Vadim Kulit,
the deputy head of Russia’s
Reconciliation Center for
the Parties of Syria, said six
Israeli F-15 jets entered Syrian airspace on Monday, firing
eight guided missiles at Syrian
military installations in the
central-western province of
Homs.
The Syrian military said
two of its soldiers were injured
in attacks that occurred in
Homs and in the coastal city
of Tartus.
Syrian state media said on
Monday that Israel struck a
number of targets in Syria’s
central and coastal regions.
The missiles entered Syrian airspace at around 7
p.m. from the direction of
northern Beirut, according to
the Syrian Arab News Agency.
The projectiles triggered
Syria’s air defenses, which
downed “most” of them,
said SANA, citing a Syrian
military source.

Jewish actor Paul Rudd
is ‘Sexiest Man Alive’ for
2021
By Gabe Friedman
(JTA) — Paul Rudd, the
Jewish movie star whose
original family name was
Rudnitsky, was named People
magazine’s “sexiest man
alive” in 2021.
He responded to the magazine with the signature sense
of humility that has helped
endear him to fans for over
two decades of mostly comedic roles.
“When I think about myself, I think of myself as a
husband and a father, like
I’m that,” he said in the article published Wednesday. “I
just hang out with my family
when I’m not working.”
Rudd, 52, was born to
English Jewish parents, and
learned about the antisemitism their ancestors faced
on the PBS genealogy series
“Finding Your Roots” in 2017.
Rudd said he grew up largely
detached from religion but
experienced some antisemitism himself as a kid growing
up in Missouri and Kansas.
Before he made a name
for himself in blockbuster
comedies such as “Anchorman” and “Knocked Up,”
Rudd was briefly a bar and
bat mitzvah DJ.
Rudd has played a few
Jewish roles, notably the
former catcher and war spy
Moe Berg in a feature film.
His next big role is a very
Jewish one: he will star as
Dr. Isaac “Ike” Herschkopf
in the Apple+ TV adaptation
of “The Shrink Next Door,” a
2019 reported podcast about
a Jewish psychiatrist plugged
into the New York Jewish
community who takes over
the life of one of his Jewish
patients.
The list of famous Jews
formerly named “sexiest
man alive” is short — pop
star Adam Levine was given
the honor in 2013, while actor Harrison Ford, who had
a Jewish mother and partly
defines himself as Jewish,
was given the title in 1998.
English soccer legend David
Beckham, whose maternal
grandmother was Jewish
and has called himself “halfJewish,” was People’s choice
in 2015. Beckham also sent
his youngest son, Cruz, to a
Jewish nursery school in Los
Angeles attached to the Reform Stephen S. Wise Temple.
Israeli fresh-water
technology mobile systems to be installed on
vehicles
(JNS) Ford has approached
Israeli Watergen, one of the
world leaders in atmospheric
water generation, to collaborate as facilitators for its offgrid adventure recreational
vehicles. The project will
result in Watergen’s Mobile
Box, the world’s first vehicle
onboard water generating
system, to be pre-installed
on Ford vehicles.
The device extracts clean
water from ambient air. It
made its world debut on the
Ford Ranger pick-up truck
at the Specialty Equipment
Market Association (SEMA)
show from Nov. 2-5 in Las
Vegas.
The Mobile Box can generate up to 25 liters per day of
fresh drinking water, removing the need to carry bottled
water and reducing plastic
waste. The unit simply needs

a 12V power supply and access
to fresh air to produce it.
Ford will mount the unit—
fitted with sturdy wheels for
ease of transport—on the
flatbed of the Ranger, where
it occupies minimal space
due to its compact dimensions. The portable device
is equipped with replaceable
filters and a mineralization
system to ensure a constant
and reliable water supply.
Due to its compact design,
the system can be mounted
externally on various types
of vehicles, including trucks,
trailers, buses, RVs, motor
homes, and all modes of luxury land and sea transport, and
at only 30 kilograms (about
66 pounds), the impact on
fuel consumption is minimal.
All the system requires for
optimal water production is
access to fresh air in temperatures between 59 degrees
and 113 degrees Fahrenheit
and 20 percent to 99 percent
humidity.
Israeli defense minister
says left-wing threats
force him to change his
phone every two months
(JNS) — Israeli Defense
Minister Benny Gantz revealed on Tuesday that he
regularly replaces his phone
due to threats against his life
by left-wing activists.
“It pains me to say it, but I
replace my phone every two
months due to threats from
the left, not the right,” he said.
Speaking at a democracy
conference organized by leftwing Israeli daily Haaretz,
Gantz blamed the “toxic
atmosphere” in Israel on “nonacceptance of the democratic
rules of the game,” Channel
12 reported.
While emphasizing that
most Israelis, whether left
or right, are not violent,
incitement, he warned, was
spreading.
“My main concern is for the
lives of citizens in the street,
for my colleagues in the Knesset who do not have security
details,” he said. “We all must
internalize that hitting a key
can be halfway to pulling a
trigger,” he added.
The defense minister went
on to say that he would be
holding a comprehensive
discussion in the coming
days, and lead a series of actions, aimed at strengthening
enforcement against nationalistically motivated crime in
Judea and Samaria.
US tests Israel’s Iron
Dome air-defense system
in Guam, eyeing China
threat
(JNS) — The U.S. military
is testing Israel’s Iron Dome
air-defense system in Guam
because of the threat of Chinese cruise missiles.
Iron Dome has demonstrated an ability to intercept
cruise missiles that travel
below the speed of sound that
the Pentagon says could be
fired from Chinese bombers at
Guam, according to a report
in The Wall Street Journal on
Tuesday.
Congress had ordered two
Iron Dome systems in 2019
and said that one should be
deployed this year.
The U.S. military also
seeks some $200 million for
other technologies, such as a
land-based version of the Aegis missile-defense system
built by Lockheed Martin that
is commonly used on ships,
according to the report.
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Good Chanukah shows and movies for kids are
hard to find — but these few were worth the search
By Jay Deitcher
(JTA) — “Arthur’s Perfect
Christmas,” the 2000 TV
movie, begins with Arthur
sitting at the piano in his
jammies singing about how
this Christmas is going to be
magical — the best one yet.
It’s clear what holiday is center
stage in Arthur’s world.
But it’s the B plot about

the show’s Jewish character
Francine that speaks to a
legitimate Jewish experience
— truer than any current
kids’ Chanukah specials on
TV. Francine’s best friend,
Muffy, refuses to accept that
Francine can’t attend her
Christmas party. Francine
tells Muffy 28 times, literally 28 times, that it’s on the
same night as her family’s

Chanukah party, but Muffy
ignores her, buying her a
Christmas gift.
Muffy storms from her
party to scream at Francine
through the phone.
“But you can see your family any old day,” she says. “Besides, it’s not like Chanukah is
as important as Christmas.”
Before my kids were born,
I shrugged when people com-
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plained about how suffocating
Christmas was. I thought they
should just get over it: We live
in a Christian world. But this
year, I realized the influence
that television would wield
over holidays when my 2
1/2-year-old son Avishai became obsessed with costumes
because Mickey Mouse loves
Halloween. Suddenly I realized Christmas was racing
toward us with a ho, ho, ho.
The problem isn’t the lack
of Chanukah programming
— it’s the programming itself.
Chanukah specials feature
guest characters educating
the stars and non-Jewish
audience about menorahs and
dreidels. Christmas specials
feature stars getting presents
and chillin’ with Santa and
reindeer. Joy!
Avishai’s favorite channel
is Disney Junior. Three of
the past four years, the main
show to tackle Chanukah
has been “Puppy Dog Pals,”
which juxtaposed segments of
Christmas jolliness and Chanukah blah back to back. On
Christmas segments, Bingo
and Rolly zip off on adventures
with elves. The stories never
explain why gold shoots out
the backs of sleighs, the magic
just is, so it’s straight into the
fun: making and searching
for toys. Meanwhile, on their
first Chanukah segment, “The
Latke Kerfuffle,” the pups
hunt for eggs and potatoes for
latkes, which they find out are
“those potato pancakes … a
special Chanukah food.” Their
Jewish neighbors appear only
to explain everything to them.
They are barely characters, so
you have no reason to invest
in them.
On the second “Puppy
Dog Pals” Chanukah halfan-episode, “The Dreidel
Dilemma,” the pups search for
a dreidel, which they learn is
a “spinny top toy that families
play with during the holiday
of Chanukah.” This year’s segment, “Nine Lights Tonight!”
is about the pups being called
upon by Mrs. Claus — yes,

“The Rugrats Chanukah” from 1996.
that Mrs. Claus — to save
Chanukah. You see, Mrs.
Claus has a best friend named
Miriam, who we barely meet,
and she needs bulbs for her
hanukkiyah. The pups team
with Randy the reindeer in
training, searching for bulbs
in a flying sled.
Elsewhere in the Disney
Junior universe, last year,
“Elena of Avalor” did slightly
better with its episode “Festival of Lights.” Unlike “Puppy
Dog Pals,” the Elena episode
portrays Chanukah as cool,
featuring delicious food and
tons of gold stuff. Plus, Prin-
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cess Rebecca of Galonia has an
amazing tiara that seconds as
a crowbar.
The episode introduces the
royal family of Galonia, who
halt the plot to teach Elena
and her family about menorahs and gelt. These are all
Latin American characters,
but the episode shows only a
couple cultural similarities.
Instead, the Galonians act
as tour guides through the
foreign Jewish world. There’s
an emphasis on the Galonians’
language, with Elena and her
family confused by their weird
Yiddish words. While it’s true
that many Latin American
Jews are Ashkenazim, the
constant definitions emphasized the culture gap between
the Galonians and Avalorans.
To find decent Chanukah
programming you need to
search. So my family is making our own playlist, watching Jewish characters worth
investing in. They may feel
alien within the greater culture, but they aren’t portrayed
as aliens. They don’t lecture
because they are also figuring things out. Each episode
is an adventure my kids love.
It’s not available on current
channels, so your kids’ nonJewish friends won’t be in tune
with it. Good programming
features Jewish protagonists.
It isn’t aimed at non-Jewish
audiences. It portrays Jewish
life, uncensored.
The best blueprint is “A
Rugrats Chanukah,” which
debuted in 1996. It features
the Rugrats crew finding the
“meanie” of Chanukah at the
Pickles family’s temple. The
temple’s Chanukah party
resembles every temple Chanukah party I’ve attended,
with multiple activity tables
and a play starring people
named Boris and Shlomo,

Kids on page 17A
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Kids
From page 16A
who can’t stand each other.
Jewish characters butcher
aspects of Judaism, babies
wonder what’s going on,
everyone kvetches, all to traditional tunes. Chuckie’s dad,
the inquisitive non-Jewish
character, wonders, “What’s
a Shlomo?”
Another household fave
is “Shalom Sesame Chanukah: The Missing Menorah,”
released in 2010, featuring
Grover, The Count, Baby Bear
and Israeli children visiting
Israel landmarks, practicing
Hebrew and making olive oil.
“The Chanukah Shaboom!
Special” by BimBam, a defunct YouTube channel that
used “digital storytelling to
spark connections to Judaism,” is a recent gem. The
main characters, the Plony
family, attempt to impress
their non-Jewish guests,

Bingo and Rolly of “Puppy Dog Pals” as dreidels in “The
Dreidel Dilemma.”
the Baloneys, by making
Chanukah seem cool. Like
“Rugrats,” it features traditional songs. With animation clearly inspired by “The
Fairly OddParents,” characters come from diverse racial
backgrounds, resembling my
own household (I’m Ashkenazi and my wife is Nigerian

Andrew Zimmern’s
perfect potato latkes

and Jamaican). Unlike Elana’s
attempt at showing the diversity of Jewish and Latin
American communities while
having the Jewish characters
explain themselves, the “Shaboom! Special” normalizes
diversity within the Jewish
community as something
that simply exists, no explanation needed.
At the end of “Arthur’s
Perfect Christmas,” most
everyone is disappointed.
Christmas didn’t live up to
Arthur’s expectations.

Elenar of Avator’s “Festival of Lights.”
The self-proclaimed “Princess of Christmas” Muffy
received 37 gifts, but has no
one to brag to because she
and Francine are no longer
friends. Muffy realizes it’s
all her fault. On Christmas
Day, her family appears at
Francine’s door bearing ham,
which Francine’s dad dubiously accepts, saying “uh,
thanks.”
“I’m sorry I didn’t listen to

you,” Muffy says, followed by
the buts.
“Come with me,” Francine
says, grabbing her friend by
her wrist and pulling her to
a menorah that her greatgrandmother brought from
Poland. She explains that once
a year her family gathers for a
potluck, lighting the candles
and placing the menorah in the
window for the world to see.
“Do you understand why

that’s really important to me?”
Francine asks her friend.
Muffy pauses and blinks.
“I’m sorry. I should have
listened to you,” she says and
puts her hand on Francine’s
shoulder.
The views and opinions
expressed in this article are
those of the author and do not
necessarily reflect the views
of JTA or its parent company,
70 Faces Media.
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By Andrew Zimmern
These potato latkes are so good that posting the recipe
alone is a mitzvah of the highest order. The Festival of Lights
refers to a lamp in the temple that was supposed to have only
enough oil to last the Maccabees one night, but instead lasted
for eight. The holiday celebrates the miracle of the oil, so fried
foods are often featured at Hanukkah feasts. Problem is, most
potato pancakes, or latkes, are awful. Luckily for you, these
are amazing.
Ingredients
1 pound Yukon Gold potatoes, peeled and cut into 2-inch chunks
sea salt
2 pounds baking potatoes
1 large onion, finely diced
2 large eggs, lightly beaten
1 cup matzah meal
1/2 tsp freshly ground white pepper
vegetable oil, for frying
applesauce, crème fraîche, smoked salmon, salmon roe, and
dill sprigs, to serve
Directions
1. In a medium saucepan, cover the Yukon Gold potatoes
with cool water, season generously with salt, and bring to a
boil. Cook the potatoes until tender, about 15 minutes. Drain
well and immediately pass the potatoes through a ricer into
a large bowl.
2. Working quickly, peel and grate the baking potatoes on
the large holes of a box grater into a medium bowl. Press with
a clean kitchen towel to remove excess moisture. Add half of
the grated potatoes to the riced potatoes.
3. Transfer the remaining grated potatoes to the bowl of a
food processor. Add the onion and pulse until the potatoes and
onions are very finely chopped. Transfer to a fine-mesh sieve
and press with the back of a spoon to extract as much liquid
as possible. Add the potato-onion mixture to the large bowl.
Stir in the eggs, matzah meal, white pepper, and 2 tsp of salt.
4. In a large, heavy skillet, heat 1/4 inch of oil until shimmering. Working in 3 batches, spoon 1/4 cup of the potato
mixture into the oil for each latke; press slightly to flatten. Fry
over moderate heat, turning once, until the latkes are golden
and crisp on both sides, about 7 minutes Drain the latkes on
a paper towel-lined baking sheet and sprinkle lightly with
salt. Serve with applesauce, crème fraîche, smoked salmon,
salmon roe, and dill.
Note: The fried latkes can be kept at room temperature for up
to 4 hours. Reheat them on a baking sheet in a 375 degrees F
oven for about 5 minutes, or until warmed through and crisp.
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Happy

CHANUKAH

to you and your loved ones from all of us at

Jewish Family Services of Greater Orlando
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Why the global supply chain is broken and how to fix it

Barrett Ward on Unsplash

By Abigail Klein
Leichman

to consumers, and skyrocketing costs at every point along
the way.
“It’s never been more expensive to ship and never less
reliable to get there,” said Ami
Daniel, CEO of maritime intelligence company Windward.
This is a problem of gargantuan proportions, with some
$19 trillion worth of goods
shipped annually across the
globe. About 90 percent, by
volume, travels aboard container ships.
We asked freight industry
experts to explain the crisis
and how Israeli technology
can help.
Crazy logistical challenges

(ISRAEL21c) — Eytan Buchman calls it a “shipstorm.”
Speaking from the Israeli
headquarters of Freightos,
the CMO is referring to the
confluence of events behind
a global supply-chain crisis.
The Covid-19 pandemic
triggered many of these
events, such as increased
online purchasing, labor
shortages, port shutdowns
and passenger flight cancellations.
There is a severe backlog
at the world’s biggest ports,
long delays in getting goods

Happy
Chanukah!
from
Andrew L. Reiff, P.A.
Attorney and Counselor at Law
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Jeremy Bezanger on Unsplash

Port of Marseille, France, in October 2021.

The ship began hitting
the fan, so to speak, when
the novel SARS-CoV-2 coronavirus spread in countries
where much merchandise
originates.
Eytan Buchman, CMO of
Freightos. Photo courtesy of
Freightos
“In January and February
2020, the freight industry
started to be impacted as we
saw a drop in manufacture and
export from southeast Asia,”
said Buchman.
“The biggest initial impact
was on air cargo because
there was less space and more
demand. Half of air cargo
travels on passenger planes
and nobody was flying, but
the need for medical gear and
increased ecommerce spiked
demand,” he explained.
“Costs for air cargo increased 400 percent within
weeks, and airlines had crazy
logistical challenges because
of quarantine requirements
for crews.”
By summer, ocean cargo
was in crisis mode due to
“a massive shift from consumption of services to consumption of goods during
lockdowns. Everyone was
spending more on actual
products, and more imports
were needed,” said Buchman.
“Home Depot shelled out
for their own chartered container ship. When Peleton
wanted their bikes quickly,
they flew them. Smaller companies have shifted sourcing.
But everyone’s getting hit.”
Accidents, illness
Accidents, like the container ship stuck in the Suez
Canal, and Covid-caused
personnel shortages and port
closings, led to unprecedented
bottlenecks.
As a result, “If it used to
take 35 days for items from
a warehouse in China to
reach the US, now it takes 71

days. If it used to cost $1,800
to ship a 40-foot container
from China to the US, now it
costs $22,000,” Buchman told
ISRAEL21c.
Importers and consumers
are willing to pay double or
triple to make sure their merchandise arrives on time, says
Nir Gartzman, cofounder and
managing partner of Israeli
maritime-focused venture
capital firm theDOCK.
“The one industry that
benefits most is shippers,
with a huge peak of demand
and willingness to pay,” said
Gartzman.
“The 10 biggest shipping
companies got tens of billions
in net revenues this past year,
more than their entire revenue for the past two decades.
This is insane.”
The long-term solution,
Gartzman added, “is more
capacity and more containers,
which is already happening.
But it will take two or three
years to build these vessels.”
Meanwhile, innovations
from Israel are helping items
reach their destination more
efficiently and inexpensively.
This is a critical issue with
Black Friday, Cyber Monday
and the December holidays
approaching fast.
Travel agents for freight
Seven-year-old Freightos, now the largest freight
marketplace in the world,
pioneered pricing digitization
for freight forwarders — the
“travel agents” of freight.
Then, Freightos began
connecting freight forwarders directly to importers and
exporters for price comparisons, bookings and shipping
management.
The pandemic “woke up
customers to the urgency for
digitization, accelerate a trend
that was already happening,”
said Buchman.
Now, he said, “We are build-
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ing one global freight booking platform that connects all
players in the international
freight industry,” including
importers, exporters (from
giants like IKEA to individuals selling on Amazon from
their basement), airlines,
ocean liners and trucking
companies.
“While airline passenger
seats have been digitized for
decades, there was no digitization on the same plane for
cargo space. Airlines sell 85
percent of passenger seats
while cargo holds are half
empty,” said Buchman.
Through WebCargo, which
Freightos acquired five years
ago, the company also helps
airlines manage and sell their
space in real time. “You can
lower the price for importers and improve revenue for
airlines if you can improve
space utilization in the hold.”
Data helps avoid bottlenecks, accidents
Gartzman says streamlining the shipping process “requires a lot more transparency
and data sharing between
stakeholders that didn’t collaborate in the past –such as
shipping companies, freight
forwarders and ports — about
which container should go
where, when.”
Some solutions target specific chokepoints.
One of theDOCK’s portfolio
companies, WaveBL, built
a blockchain-backed digital
shipping platform to provide
an electronic alternative to
printed documents such as
bills of lading.
The platform has been
adopted by Israel’s ZIM Lines,
Germany’s Hapag Lloyd and
Ocean Net work Express
(ONE) of Japan to shorten
document issuance times,
streamline cargo release and
reduce administrative costs
for customers.
Another portfolio company, DockTech, enables realtime dynamic mapping of
depth in canals and shallow
ports. This helps ships avoid
grounding accidents such as
happened to the Ever Given
in the Suez Canal.

“This was never a digitized
landscape,” said Gartzman.
“Today, with applications like
DockTech, you can use ships’
sensors to extract data and
aggregate that with external
sources to map the depth
below each vessel in different
waterways, from the Rhine to
the Mississippi.”
AI to predict arrival
time
One of the risk-management tools developed
at Windward uses artificial
intelligence to predict when a
shipment will arrive. Arrival
time fluctuates depending on
conditions along the route.
“No human knows how to
predict arrival,” says Daniel,
“and yet 47,000 ocean freight
forwarders are doing this
pretty much manually.”
Automating estimated
times of arrival can cure lots
of headaches in the current
delay-plagued system.
“Two thirds of containers
in the world are transshipped,
meaning they’re moved from
one ship to another ship when
there’s no direct line. From
the port, trucks pick up the
boxes. Because of the interdependent nature of the supply
chain, when there are delays
many of these connections
get missed,” explained Daniel.
“If you can properly predict,
you’ll know you are missing
connections and you can prerebook those connections or
you could switch from truck
to rail. There are many actions you can take with the
right data and an accurate
prediction.”
To sum up, Gartzman said
blue-and-white innovations
offer valuable solutions for
today’s shipping crisis.
“I truly believe there is
something unique in the
Israeli solutions, even though
there are such technologies being made around the
world,” he tells ISRAEL21c.
“We leverage and harness
the innovative, vibrant ecosystem of Israel to address
all challenges in the global
supply chain, help the global
market, and do good for all
the founders and employees.”
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The real Jewish story behind the
Will Ferrell-Paul Rudd series ‘The Shrink Next Door’
By Ben Sales
(New York Jewish Week via
JTA) — One of the first images
of “The Shrink Next Door,”
the limited series premiering
Friday on Apple TV+, is of a
smiling man wearing a huge
kippah, chatting at a party in
the Hamptons.
The party, viewers will
later find out, is being held
at the summer home of Marty
Markowitz, a garment district
merchant whose life becomes
increasingly dominated by his
psychiatrist, Isaac “Ike” Herschkopf. The series is based on
a true story that was first told
in a popular 2019 podcast of
the same name by journalist
Joe Nocera.
Paul Rudd plays Herschkopf
and Will Ferrell plays Markowitz in a story that centers, as
that kippah suggests, on a distinct slice of New York City’s
religious and philanthropic
Jewish community starting
in the 1980s. The New York
Jewish Week even plays a
tangential role: Herschkopf
wrote an occasional column
for the newspaper for more
than a decade.
The real-life Herschkopf
took Markowitz on as a patient in 1981. Over the next
three decades, according to

Hysteria
From page 5A
of “Aryan” racism and power
in new cultic guises involving esotericism and eastern
religions. This created an extraordinary alliance between
neo-Nazi doctrines and radical left-wing, anti-capitalist
and New Age ideas.
But the public never hears
any of this. Speaking in such
terms is career suicide for
university scientists. As Lindzen has observed, scientists
working in climate-related

Dreidels
From page 14A
myl, that he learned about
the tiny dreidels. The friend
who showed him the objects
introduced him to a metal
detector hobbyist, part of a
network of treasure seekers
who comb regions of Eastern
Europe that were devastated
during the war.
The hobbyists that Kurzweil has encountered largely
look for gold and silver coins to
sell, though others hunt more
specifically for Nazi paraphernalia, as detailed in “Plunder,”
the recent book by Menachem
Kaiser. Few are interested in
holding onto detritus whose
value is largely sentimental,
and mostly limited to Jews.
“Suddenly I had myself a
network of people who are not
really looking for Judaica, but
they know that there’s a guy
in New York who’s interested
in this stuff and they contact
me,” Kurzweil said.
For some of the hobbyists,
Kurzweil said, the act of sending him the Judaica objects
they found, often just for the
cost of the postage, and thus
interacting with a living Jew
was clearly meaningful. “They
like the fact that they’re doing something that’s saving
the remnants of the Jewish
community,” he said.

the podcast and the series,
the psychiatrist essentially
transforms his patient into
his manservant. He persuades
Markowitz to cut off relations
with his family and friends.
He commandeers Markowitz’s
Hamptons house and passes
himself off as the owner.
He insinuates himself into
Markowitz’s business and
finances. In 2010, Markowitz
realizes what has happened
and ends his relationship
with Herschkopf, who lost his
psychiatric license this year.
Since that time, other
patients of Hershkopf have
made similar, if less chronic,
allegations against him.
“The Shrink Next Door”
touches on universal themes,
like the fraught nature of
mental health treatment, the
occasionally fine line between
friendship and manipulation,
and begs the question, who in
your life you can really trust?
But the podcast and series
also play out in a very specific
setting: New York City’s affluent Modern Orthodox Jewish
community.
Pages could be filled by just
listing the Jewish references
and resonances in the story.
Herschkopf and Markowitz
were introduced by Rabbi
Shlomo Riskin, a pioneer-

ing liberal Orthodox leader
who built a huge following at
Manhattan’s Lincoln Square
Synagogue before moving to
Israel. Markowitz worked in
the historically Jewish garment district. Herschkopf’s
parents both survived Auschwitz. A breaking point in the
story comes when Markowitz
holds a second bar mitzvah.
And so on.
But in inter views this
week, Markowitz and Nocera
both told The Jewish Week in
separate interviews that they
don’t especially see this as a
story about the Jewish community. Nor do either of them
think the rabbis who knew
both men, and went to parties
at the Hamptons house, bear
any responsibility for what
happened.
Markowitz said Herschkopf
grew close to high-profile
rabbis for the same reason
he constantly tried to snag
photos with actors: He was
fixated on celebrity. Rabbis
were also a convenient source
of referrals.
“His modus operandi was
to cultivate relationships
with the New York City rabbinate — not just Manhattan,
but Brooklyn, and wherever,
Queens, what have you — and
they would funnel patients to

fields simply don’t get grant
funding unless their research
bolsters the theory.
Paganism, of course, is
fundamentally anti-Judaism
and anti-Jew. Despite being
supported by many believing
Jews and Christians, climatechange dogma embodies
a Western world that has
repudiated the Hebrew Bible
for paganism. Go figure.
Those Jews and Christians
who have signed up to the
dogma of catastrophic climate
change, along with other anti-

Western ideologies, need to
wake up fast from their neopagan trance.
Melanie Phillips, a British journalist, broadcaster
and author, writes a weekly
column for JNS. Currently a
columnist for “The Times of
London,” her personal and
political memoir, “Guardian
Angel,” has been published
by Bombardier, which also
published her first novel, “The
Legacy.” Go to melaniephillips.substack.com to access
her work.

And for Kurzweil, too, the
relationships with people in
Eastern Europe are important. Kurzweil has traveled
to Dobromyl 10 times and
has gotten to know some of
the people who live there over
the years. In 2017, he even
donated a playground to the
town and raised over $22,000
to purchase supplies for the
local school.
“Thank you to everyone
who made this happen,” he
wrote on the GoFundMe
page for the school fundraiser. “Standing in front of
the house where my father
was born, I read each of your
names to myself in a whisper.
What a privilege it is to help
children–anywhere in the
world–to learn.”
If the objects Kurzweil collects act as a bridge between
him and history, Kurzweil’s
donations to the children of
Dobromyl are firmly rooted in
his desire to correct the relationships between those who
hated each other in the past.
“The reason I wanted to
build a playground was because these were innocent
children,” Kurzweil said. “If
it was the other way around,
these would have been my
neighbors. I don’t want to
inherit hatred and bitterness.”
The mayor and the English

teacher in town, who serves as
Kurzweil’s interpreter when
he visits, send him cards every
Rosh Hashanah. He hopes to
visit again one day.
“The Lubavitcher Rebbe
once said if you encounter
something, and you think
you can fix it, then fix it,”
Kurzweil said. “So when I got
there, I thought I could fix it
a little bit.”
Exactly what the future
holds for Kurzweil’s collections is unclear. For now, he’s
content to let their presence
wash over him as he works on
a memoir about his family’s
story, including about his
father’s prewar life in Dobromyl. But he’s starting to think
about whether a museum
should one day take them on
— and he wonders whether
any would.
Weingast, for one, says the
collection is of value precisely
because the objects within it
have no value on their own.
“He’s accumulated a fantastic collection of everyday
objects,” Weingast said about
Kurzweil. “The objects are
free, they’re of no value.
But the expense is paying
the people to find them and
ship them and, you know,
enticing people to not throw
them away, to not just discard
them.”

Apple TV+

Will Ferrell (l) plays a real-life Jewish garment manufacturer and Paul Rudd plays the
psychiatrist who manipulates him in “The Shrink Next Door,” a new limited Series on
Apple TV+.
him,” said Markowitz, now
79. “He was a brown-noser,
he loved the rabbis.”
Markowitz added, regarding the rabbis, “He betrayed
these people. This is a massive
betrayal. They trusted him.
They sent him patients, they
trusted him to do the right
thing and help people, and
what does he do? He hurt
people.”
In the 1980s, Herschkopf
instructed Markowitz to set
up a philanthropic foundation
called the Yaron Foundation,
funded mostly with Markowitz’s money but with Herschkopf serving as president.
Yaron’s tax documents give a
sense of how Herschkopf used
his patient’s money to curry
favor with prominent Orthodox institutions in the area.
Yaron’s 2003 documents,
for example, list donations
of $1,000 or more to Riskin’s
Lincoln Square Synagogue
as well as Park East Synagogue, The Ramaz School,
The Hampton Synagogue
and the Foundation for Ethnic Understanding, which is
run by Rabbi Marc Schneier.
Lincoln Square, Park East,
the Hampton Synagogue and
Ramaz all got at least $1,800
from the foundation in 2006
as well. All of the institutions
were led by influential Modern
Orthodox rabbis.
Some rabbis who had
relationships with Herschkopf have stayed silent on
his misconduct in the years
since the podcast came out.
Riskin told JTA in 2019 that
he “cannot offer any recollections, reflections or insights
on the matter.” Rabbi Haskel
Lookstein, founder of Ramaz,
and Schneier, who also leads
The Hampton Synagogue, did
not respond to requests for
comment this week.
Rabbi Joseph Telushkin,
an author on Jewish ethics
and values who has cited
Herschkopf in his books as an
authority, told JTA by phone
this week that Herschkopf is
“my friend” and that he had no
comment on the allegations.
But Nocera, a former reporter and business columnist
for The New York Times, said
the rabbis were in the dark
about their friend’s deeds.
“Most of them didn’t know
of Ike as somebody who manipulates patients,” Nocera
said. “He kept that sealed off.
Unless you were part of his pa-

tients’ inner circle, you didn’t
know that Ike was doing this
stuff. If they asked him about
the house, he would say, ‘We
bought it for the company.’”
One Jewish venue that gave
Herschkopf a platform was
the New York Jewish Week.
In light of his misconduct,
some of his columns take
on the ring of irony, like one
in which he insists on the
necessity of parents separating themselves from their
married children so that the
young couple can create a
new home. Herschkopf allegedly advised patients to
break ties with their families,
and some became estranged
from relatives on his counsel.
At the same time, he resisted
Markowitz’s attempts to break
ties with him.
His infatuation with celebrity is also present throughout
his columns, including one
that says his Passover seder
invitees included “best-selling
authors, Michelin chefs, famous actors, sports celebrities, rock stars, et al.”
Other passages, written
after Markowitz ended their
relationship in 2010, sound
almost like soul searching. In
one, published in 2013, Herschkopf describes the pitfalls
of psychiatry. He wrote, “When
we consider ourselves the best,
when we lose our humility, is
precisely when, whether as
physicians or as parents, we
become most vulnerable to
truly cataclysmic mistakes.”
Gary Rosenblatt, who was
the publisher and editor of The
Jewish Week when Herschkopf
wrote his columns, said he had
no knowledge of Herschkopf’s
misconduct at the time.
Nocera said that, in a sense,
Herschkopf was able to take
advantage of the New York
Jewish communal network
to draw people in much like
Bernie Madoff, the notorious
financial fraudster whose
Ponzi scheme cost Jewish
organizations and individuals billions of dollars. Nocera
added, however, that given
the magnitude and reach of
Madoff’s crimes, there’s no
equating the two men.
“As the story broadened,
and I learned more, I definitely
started to see it as a kind of —
what did they call what Madoff
did? — an affinity crime,”
Nocera said. “I found a lot of
people who were victimized
by Ike in one way or the other

and they were all Jews. Many
of them were the children of
Holocaust survivors, because
he was.”
Nocera did worry that, as a
non-Jewish journalist exposing scandal among Jews, he
would be accused of antisemitism. But, he said, “the only
person who ever made that
accusation, ever, was Ike.”
Herschkopf did not reply to
a call for comment. In 2019,
he told the Jewish Telegraphic
Agency, “90 percent of the
podcast is untrue or out of
context,” a claim Nocera vigorously denies.
The “Shrink” series leans
into the story’s Jewish milieu. In the first episode,
rabbis get multiple mentions
(though names are changed)
and Herschkopf talks about
his parents surviving the
Holocaust. The second episode opens with a flashback
scene from Markowitz’s bar
mitzvah.
The emphasis on Judaism
comes despite the fact that
two of the three stars aren’t
Jewish: Ferrell and Kathryn
Hahn, who plays Markowitz’s
sister. (Rudd is a Jew.) Hahn
has played a string of Jews
on screen, including a rabbi,
and convincingly portrays a
straight-talking Jewish single
mother — sometimes sounding almost like Susie Essman
on “Curb Your Enthusiasm.”
Ferrell, whose New York
accent waxes and wanes, isn’t
as consistent. But Markowitz
is pleased with the actor’s
performance. Later in the
series, Markowitz says, Ferrell acquits himself well when
saying the blessings before the
Torah at synagogue. He just
wishes the script had allowed
Ferrell to avoid saying God’s
Hebrew name.
And how is Markowitz
handling watching his trauma
reenacted on TV — two years
after it topped the podcast
charts? He says he doesn’t
mind. Herschkopf controlled
his life for 30 years. Now, he
says, he’s moved on.
“This thing ended 11 years
ago,” he said. “I’m over this
guy. I don’t walk around
carrying something on my
shoulders, telling me, watch
out for this, watch out for that.
He doesn’t dominate my life.”
He added, “I’ll never see
a psychiatrist again. I don’t
need one. I told you, I’m a
happy guy.”
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